
�

�.0 FOREWORD



� �

The manner in which universities operate 

has changed significantly in the past decade.  

Responding to the resulting challenges requires 

the extension and upgrading of the environment 

in which teaching, learning and research take 

place.  In May 2016, the Governing Authority 

of NUI Galway authorised a visionary capital 

development programme to address these 

challenges and deliver on priority areas under its 

Strategic Plan.  The developments are designed to 

address a serious deficit in the physical resource 

provision on a campus which catered for some 

11,000 students in 2010, and currently is home to 

�5,000 students.  The programme, amounting to 

some €400 million, will be financed by University 

resources and a combination of government and 

private, philanthropic funding.

We are outlining both the nature and scale of the 

ambitious plans of the University, informed by a 

belief which demands the highest standards of 

physical infrastructure to support the excellence 

in teaching and research which is the hallmark 

of a leading university.  NUI Galway is committed 

to enhancing its physical infrastructure, while at 

the same time preserving and nurturing all that 

is excellent in the current campus.  Accordingly, 

infrastructural development will take place in 

a way that allows us to harmonise the natural 

and built environments, preserving and – where 

possible adding to – existing walkways and open 

spaces, thereby creating an amenity which will be 

of enormous benefit not only to our own students 

and staff, but also to the broader community of the 

city and region.

�.0 Foreword

James J. Browne  Ph.D., D.Sc., MRIA., C.Eng
Uachtarán - President
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“NUI Galway still has urgent needs in respect of 

additional facilities. The University will develop a 

master plan for campus facilities, and will invest in 

sporting, social and cultural infrastructure as well 

as academic facilities”.

Strategic Plan for NUI Galway 2003-2008

This Master Plan for NUI Galway has been developed 

to help the University realise its vision to operate as 

a leading Irish University, a world class academic 

institution in the city of Galway that will continue to 

have a central role in the advancement of Irish society. 

NUI Galway is the premier seat of learning in the 

west of Ireland and is the significant third level 

academic presence in the province. It is the largest 

third level institution west of the Shannon and the 

third largest in the country, with a current student 

population in excess of 1�,000. The University 

community currently represents 19% of the 

population of the City of Galway, a figure which 

highlights the social and economic relationship 

which exists between the University and the City. 

In terms of physical relationships, the campus 

occupies 2�0 acres adjacent to the River Corrib 

and the Cathedral, a significant area at a strategic 

location near the heart of the city.

The unprecedented economic growth of the Irish 

economy over the last 10 years has been reflected 

in increased student numbers and consequent 

space demands on the University; this in turn 

has driven a development policy for NUI Galway 

to meet those demands. The resulting expansion 

has seen substantial development taking place in 

a very short time period. Expansion has, however, 

inevitably taken place in a somewhat ad hoc manner, 

as both requirements and funding have arisen on 

a project by project basis. The University began 

a process of creating a framework for expansion 

with a series of ambitious new building projects 

outlined in the University’s 2006 Campus of the 

Future document; this represented a statement 

of intent for NUI Galway and outlined a series of 

development projects incorporating academic and 

sports facilities to take the University into the next 

phase of its development.

2.0 Executive Summary

2.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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Come along with me she whispered,
Far from cloud and mist for you’ll,
Find beneath the Andes Mountains

An awesome city - bright as a jewel.

“Gluais,’ ar sí, ‘ar thuras fada,
Liom ó scamall is ó cheo,

Tá fé shleasaibh gorm-Andes
Cathair scááfar, glé mar sheod.”

An Long (The Ship)

(An Dr Pádraig de Brún 1889 -19�0)

The expansion of the University to date has 

exceeded the projected expansion anticipated by 

the Master Plan studies for the campus completed 

in 19�� and updated in 199�. In July 201�, the 

Reddy Architecture and Urbanism group were 

commissioned by NUI Galway to prepare a Master 

Plan which would reflect the progress of the 

previous 10-1� years and plan for the future of 

the University and its place in the city for a similar 

period into the future. 

This Master Plan document identifies the issues, 

challenges and solutions facing NUI Galway and 

establishes what is required to create a better 

place to study and work and a better place to live 

- a thoroughly successful campus community.

The overall objectives against which any University 

Master Plan will be tested are:

• To plan for the sustainable growth of the
University to meet its strategic academic goals
and objectives for higher education.

• To demonstrate responsible stewardship  of
the environment and pursue a sustainable
future for the University.

• To reconfigure the vehicular access strategy
within the campus to avoid domination by
the motor car.

• To provide a framework for the external realm
that prioritises pedestrian routes, linkages
and connections.

• To reinforce the unique nature of the different
character areas within the campus.

• To plan for an integrated University optimising
the use of its established campus and the lands
in ownership of NUI Galway.

The Master Plan is structured around eight strategic 

objectives which form the framework for proposed 

development over the next 10-1� years, designed to 

deliver a vision for the University which is based on 

the unique qualities of its campus. The University is 

vitally important to Galway. It is a major employer 

and contributes greatly to the city’s economy 

and its cultural life, dynamism and reputation. 

The master plan proposals will allow NUI Galway 

to project its presence in the city and declare its 

identity within a coherent framework that relates 

new development to the earlier development which 

has already defined the University.  The Master 

Plan is a basis for the University to create great 

architecture, buildings and public spaces in a 

framework which has been tested. It will prescribe 

and set standards for NUI Galway to be achieved 

with viable and designed solutions, fostering the 

ongoing creation of a sustainable living community, 

a great place to live and learn. 
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The previous Master Plan, produced in 1968, 

published in 1977, and summarily updated in 

1997, had become obsolete as a consequence of 

the changing circumstances of the University over 

the intervening years.  The continued growth 

of student numbers well beyond the maximum 

predicted in the 1977 Master Plan reflected a 

sustained upsurge in third level education which 

has only recently begun to slow down. 

It had become clear that obsolescence in some 

of the existing building stock and parts of the 

campus infrastructure required a renewed 

strategic approach.  Regenerating a sense of place 

was essential to prevent newer parts of the campus 

being subsumed into an increasingly amorphous 

whole.  It was evident that a review and overhaul 

of the campus infrastructure needed clear 

analysis and fresh coordinated thinking, and that 

identification of future development opportunities 

would follow on from this process. The need for a 

sustainable strategy for development was identified 

and, following an open tender process, Reddy 

Architecture & Urbanism Group  were appointed as 

the University’s Master Planners in July 2017.

At the time of commissioning the Master Plan, a 

rolling programme of work was already underway 

as part of the aforementioned Campus of the 

Future development programme.  The new 6,500 

sq/m Sports Centre on the south side of the N6 is 

under construction, and design information for the 

proposed 14,000sq/m Engineering Building is in 

the later stages of production.  In addition to these 

major developments, a number of other projects 

were being independently progressed in a planned 

sequence reflecting the hierarchy of academic 

needs.  These projects are being continuously 

reviewed and developed by the University 

authorities based on academic requirements, and 

are being brought forward in parallel with the 

Master Plan exercise.

NUI Galway requested that the first draft of the 

Master Plan be completed by the end of December 

2017.  Following production of this first draft 

report, a wider consultation process is scheduled 

to take place to allow the participation of 

stakeholders in shaping a positive and sustainable 

future for the University.

3.1 Context

Existing Buildings

3.0 INTRODUCTION
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• The first section is concerned with our approach
and methodology in interpreting the University’s
brief and aspirations for the Master Plan.

• The second section reflects on the unity of the
campus and includes an appraisal of the
previous two Master Plans for the University.

• The third section is an analysis of the existing
conditions prevalent on the site and a review
of available numerical date relating to student
numbers and teaching requirements.

• The fourth section is the Master Plan, set out as
eight strategic objectives.

• The last section is concerned with
implementation and phasing of the Master
Plan and includes some preliminary cost
estimates based on the buildings set out in
the Campus of the Future document.

3.3 Document Structure

strategic
objectivesimplementation

analysis

the University

approach

THE
MASTERPLAN

The brief was developed through regular 

conference sessions which were held on campus 

between the Master Planners and the NUI Galway 

Steering Group. Following a systematic analysis 

of existing conditions and future academic needs, 

discussions between consultants at separate design 

team meetings, and direction from the University 

Steering Group, the objectives of the Master Plan 

brief were defined as follows:

• To optimise the development potential of the
campus to meet the University’s strategic
expansion objectives whilst respecting the
character of the University and allowing for
flexibility of implementation.

• To establish suitable precedent in third
level institutions through a comprehensive
benchmarking process.

• To prioritise accessibility to the University
whilst mitigating the impact that vehicles have
on the Campus.

• To define a Landscape Strategy for the campus
that is concerned with a holistic approach to
open spaces that compliments the outstanding
natural environment of the Campus).

• To increase pedestrian permeability by
creating and improving physical links between
the University and the City, removing real
and perceived obstacles and rationalising
and creating new pedestrian routes within
the Campus.

• To increase pedestrian permeability by
creating and improving physical links between
the University and the City, removing real
and perceived obstacles and rationalising
and creating new pedestrian routes within
the Campus.

• To define character areas within the University
which reinforce the identity of NUI Galway
whilst preserving its historic core and enhancing
the natural setting of the Campus.

• To rationalise and record existing campus
services infrastructure, and set new standards
for campus sustainability in building services.

3.2 Brief

The Master Plan document is split into five sections:
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Colm OhEocha opened his presidential forward to 

the 1977 Master Plan with the resonant statement 

‘The West’s awake!’, and went on to describe the 

fundamental effects which economic development 

was having on the region, the city, and the 

University.  In the thirty years since then, economic 

growth has had a transforming effect on the west 

of Ireland.  It is no longer necessary for the current 

generation to move away from the region to find 

worthwhile opportunities for work or education.  It 

is now possible for more than half school leavers to 

obtain the benefits of university education and for 

many graduates to have the opportunity to make a 

successful future without leaving the area.

Sustained economic growth and membership of 

the European Community have brought profound 

social and cultural changes to the whole country 

over the last thirty years, and this has been a 

more noticeable phenomenon in the west where 

previous economic investment on any meaningful 

scale had been almost non-existent.  There have 

been major changes brought about by the process 

of development, and during its most intense period 

of growth, Galway was named as the most rapidly 

growing city in Europe.

Galway City is the only urban center in the west 

of Ireland north of the Shannon, and serves as 

a regional centre for an area much larger than 

Galway County.  The fact that the only other higher 

education institution with university status in the 

west of Ireland is Limerick University underlines 

the absence of other major centres in this part of 

the country.  

4.0 WIDER CONTEXT

4.0 GALWAY CONTEXT
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The importance of Galway as a regional centre has 

been recognized by its designation of ‘Gateway’ city, 

as part of the National Spatial Strategy for Ireland.  

‘Gateway’ status facilitates the use of government 

grants and incentives to realize projects which 

contribute to its growth, the ultimate aim being to 

strengthen the influence of Galway so that it will in 

turn activate the potential of the region.    

Transport infrastructure is constantly improving.  

Roads are being upgraded as part of a national  

programme and the inter-urban motorway route 

to Dublin is expected to be complete around 

2010.  Direct train services to Dublin are available 

several times a day and the Western Rail Corridor 

is scheduled to be operational in 2014, providing 

a rail link between Claremorris in the north and 

Limerick in the south.  Galway Airport has 200 

scheduled flights a week, mostly to Dublin and 

UK destinations.  

Galway is the third largest centre in Ireland after 

Dublin and Cork, with a city population around 

75,000 people.  The current University population 

of approximately 19,000 therefore represents 

about a fifth of the population of the City.  

The location of Galway, on the western seaboard 

and close to the unspoilt wilderness of Connemara, 

is without doubt a major attraction of the area.  

Lough Corrib, the largest lake in the Republic, is 

close by, and the River Corrib forms the outfall 

from the lake to the sea, flowing gently past 

the University campus and city centre and into 

Galway Bay.  The heart of the city centre retains 

its architectural charm and historic feel despite 

an absence of architectural quality in some of the 

more commercial developments just outside the 

central area.  

The setting of Galway provides the University 

with an ideal relationship to the Gaeltacht, the 

largest Irish language speaking area in Ireland.    

The University has a special affinity with the history 

and culture of Ireland, and provides academic 

courses on Celtic Studies.  Another benefit of its 

location is the proximity of the Atlantic Ocean, 

and academics in the field of Marine Science use 

both NUI Galway laboratories and other academic 

facilities located on the western coast.
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The principal aims and objectives of the University 

are outlined in its current Academic and Strategic 

Plans. These plans provide clear statements on 

the strategic direction and specific aims of the 

University over a five year period and are based 

on an approach of extensive consultation and 

rigorous appraisal. The aims and objectives of 

the Academic Plan are integrated into the overall 

Strategic Plan for the University. 

Since the University’s first strategic plan in 1995 

it has achieved notable success across all of its 

priority areas, including developing a broad based 

research structure and a dynamic research culture, 

prioritizing student needs and service delivery 

as well as progressing an ambitious building 

programme to improve campus infrastructure. 

The University has also further developed its 

commitment to the Irish language.

The University acknowledges that there is an 

increasingly competitive environment facing third 

level institutions due to an expected drop in the 

overall numbers of students applying. In this new 

and more challenging context the scale and speed 

of change required to meet its strategic objectives 

is substantial.

The University realises that it must take a proactive 

approach in promoting its unique features, such 

as its location on the western seaboard and its 

commitment to the Irish language, to increase 

student numbers. 

5.1 Strategic and Academic Plan

5.0 THE UNIVERSITY

C A M P U S  O F  T H E  F U T U R E  /  C A M P A S  N A  T O D H C H A Í
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5.3 Strategic Priorities

In order to ensure that this Vision becomes a 

reality the University has identified seven key 

Strategic Priorities, which are listed below. 

Strategic Priorities
• Enhance the relative attractiveness of the 
 University for Irish and International Students.

• Further strengthen the research reputation  
 and ethos of the University.

• Attract and retain high quality staff through 
 recognition and reward.

• Maximise our contribution at national and 
 regional levels.

• Promote the Irish language in the work of  
 the University.

• Improve organisational structures.

• Secure resources to implement the Strategic Plan. 

The Plan also identifies a range of new initiatives 

and sets out a full schedule for implementation. A 

major building programme is planned the objective 

of which is to significantly enhance the teaching, 

research, and sport and recreational facilities for 

staff and students on campus, including a new 

student centre. The support of the University 

Foundation, the Government, and of private donors 

will be sought in order to complete the ambitious 

programme envisaged in the plan.

The University anticipates that its Strategic Plan 

will result in the development of the University 

as a world class bilingual centre for learning  

and research.

The following is an extract from the University’s 

Strategic Plan 2003 – 2008

National University of Ireland, Galway is a student-

centred and research-intensive University of 

international standing, with a faculty and staff 

committed to excellence, and with a particular 

commitment to the Gaeltacht regions and the  

Irish language community. The University will 

develop its unique strengths in providing a 

stimulating learning environment and will provide 

economic, social and cultural leadership. This will 

maximize our contribution at national, regional 

and community levels. The key elements of the 

Vision will ensure that NUI Galway delivers on  

five broad goals:

5.2 Vision Statement

Vision Objectives
• A strongly student-centred University.

• A research-intensive University of high  
 international standing.

• A University committed to excellence.

• A University providing a working environment 
 supportive of highly motivated staff.

• A University providing leadership at national 
 and regional levels.
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 be of a high quality and will read as part of  
 a cohesive whole.

3. Provide a Movement Framework for the Campus
• To mitigate the impact that vehicles have on  
 the campus.

• To restructure the existing traffic circulation 
 on the campus and create an acceptable  
 balance between people and vehicles.

• To promote the use of sustainable forms of 
 transport and reduce the volume of vehicles as 
 part of a mobility management plan.

4. Define a Landscape Strategy for the Campus
• Which enhances the public realm and 
 encourages activity.

• Which integrates the existing waterways.

• Which provides an integrated framework of 
 open spaces and develops design codes for 
 these areas  based on identified character zones.          

5. Improve Permeability within the Campus and 
 provide Connections between the Campus  
 and the City
• To restore and improve links and connections 
 between the University and the City.

• To provide pedestrian links from the 
 Quincentennial Bridge to the campus.

• By creating a riverside walk.

• By introducing safe, accessible and legible 
 routes in and around new development areas.

6. Define Character Areas
• By preserving the historic core and integrating 
 the natural environment of the campus.

• By identifying character areas that embody 
 common attributes and uses.

• By improving inter-relationships between 
 existing and new academic departments.

• By improving inter-relationships between 
 existing and new academic units.

7. Rationalise Campus Services and Infrastructure
• By recording and rationalizing existing  
 services infrastructure.

• By implementing a policy on setting standards 
 on sustainability.

• By continuing to explore methods of obtaining 
 renewable energy on campus.

8. Provide a Delivery Mechanism for the 
 Implementation of the Master Plan
• Which takes account of likely implementation 
 and delivery routes.

• Which assesses detailed proposals against the 
 Master Plan as they come forward. 

• Which allows for future development and 
 changes to the Master Plan.  

• Which sets out a delivery strategy, relating 
 to costs, phasing, funding timing and 
 delivery organisations. 

• Which takes cognizance of the key partners 
 and stakeholders in the development and  

 their respective roles: government agencies, 
 developers, funders, designers, the community, 
 tenants, transport providers, the local 
 authority, etc.

• Which sets out the key steps required  
 for implementation.

The University’s strategy for its estate is to optimize 

the use of available land and property to support 

the scale of development required for learning and 

research. Site efficiency will provide flexible and 

adaptable space that will take account of changing 

demands for teaching and research in the future.   

The requirements of NUI Galway’s brief were 

developed into eight Master Plan Aims:

1. Deliver a Framework Plan that will optimise
 the growth potential of the Campus
• By optimising the development potential of 
 the campus.

• Which allows for flexibility of implementation.

• Which meets the University’s strategic 
 expansion objectives.

• Which addressing potential University 
 development sites that can support the scale  
 of development required.

• Which takes account of the condition, efficiency 
  and suitability of its existing buildings.

5.4 University Master Plan Aims

• Which will provide an opportunity to create a 
 second core area to compliment the historic 
 core of the University’s southern campus.

• By creating first class buildings which 
 complement and enhance their context and 
 help to create a sense of place.

• By conserving and enhancing historic 
 environments and landscapes within  
 the campus.

2. Define  a Policy on Sustainability for  
 the University
• Which evaluates social, economic and 
 environmental effects.

• Which achieves sustainable targets.

• By promoting the use of the latest green 
 technologies and materials within  
 new buildings.

• By incorporating long-life, loose fit principles 
 within the design of new buildings.

• By setting design parameters for future 
 development to ensure future proposals will  
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UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL.

The University is located in the heart of the 

historic core of the town. The topography of the 

site is significantly different to that of NUI Galway. 

However, the quality and scope of the Master Plan 

document produced by Bristol merited inclusion 

in the benchmarking analysis process. The site is 

divided into precincts or character areas. There 

are several new buildings under construction or 

just completed within the confines of the campus 

and there are plans to develop sites off campus for 

residential use. 

The Master Plan includes plans for a tall iconic 

structure to define the campus, although the use 

and location are not as yet finalised. The Master 

Plan proposes a series of 12 projects to achieve its 

aim.Each project is particular to its precinct and  

the Plan envisages a phased approach to achieving 

the objectives of the University.

The campus has an urban context, with little of no 

landscaping with the exception of the lightly used 

formal gardens located at its centre. The campus 

is sprawled across a steep slope, and therefore 

interconnections and permeability are restricted 

by the topography of the site. A significant 

proportion of the existing University building 

stock is of historic importance or listed, which 

complicates any approach to refurbishment or 

redevelopment. However, refurbishment remains a 

policy of the University and evidence of such work 

was underway during the visit.

University of Nottingham

The University of Nottingham was chosen in the 

benchmarking process for several reasons, it is a 

University which features highly in the list of the 

best Universities in the British Isles, it faces many 

of the same issues that NUI Galway is currently 

encountering and has produced several masterplan 

documents which have guided its development to 

date.  it recently had a second masterplan phase 

carried out as the expansion of the University had 

exceeded the origianal masterplan concieved in 

the 70’s. The urban location and the landscaping 

of this campus set it apart as the masterplan 

implemented originally called for an unusual 

approach. This University has made a most 

dramatic plan to relocate its expansion plans to 

a former factory site in an urban location. The 

original campus it was decided is not suitable 

for expansion as the University Park would be 

adversely affected by any construction on site. 

Following a competition, a Master Plan by Architect 

Michael Hopkins was adopted at Jubilee Campus, 

a former Industrial landscape. The experience is 

extraordinary but remarkably effective, effectively 

a classical campus arrangement, buildings in a 

parkland setting arranged against a man made 

water feature (a lake). 

The Master Plan is entering a second phase, with a 

second area of development underway on a newly 

acquired site adjacent the Jubilee Campus which is 

similar in scale to the original, the master plan has 

this time been supplied by MAKE architects with 

Ken Shuttleworth. This is under construction and 

will double the size of the campus.

The campus is very much reliant on its landscaping 

and the waterfeature is most effective in completing 

the academic setting of a learning centre adjacent 

the lake. The buildings are clad in timber for 

the most part and have been designed with a 

5.5 Visits other Universities

Benchmarking and the establishment of worthwhile 

precedents for the development of the campus 

were seen as a critical part of the master planning 

exercise by NUI Galway. Extensive research was 

carried out to identify leading Universities and 

academic institutions within the British Isles 

which shared similar physical characteristics and 

academic profiles to NUI Galway including student 

population, campus size, recent expansion 

plans / Master Plan proposals, physical and 

geographical similarities etc. The University was 

anxious to review both good and bad examples 

of campus development which could be used to 

inform the development of the Master Plan. The 

following universities were short listed as part of 

this benchmarking process and were visited in 

October 2007 by Anthony Reddy Associates and 

NUI Galway:

The University of Nottingham

The University of Bristol

UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM.

This University has implemented a most dramatic 

plan to relocate its expansion to a former factory 

site in an urban location. The original campus 

was considered unsuitable for expansion as 

its University Park would be adversely affected 

by any construction on the site.  After winning 

an international competition, architect Michael 

Hopkins prepared a Master Plan for the Jubilee 

Campus. The experience for the visitor is 

extraordinary but remarkably effective: a 

classical campus development with buildings 

arranged in a parkland setting against a man-

made water feature. 

The Master Plan is currently entering a second 

phase, with another area of development underway 

on a newly acquired site adjacent to the Jubilee 

Campus and similar in size to the original. A new 

Master Plan has been developed by MAKE architects 

for the University’s expansion. This is currently 

under construction and will effectively double the 

size of the original campus.

The success of the campus is heavily reliant on its 

landscaping; the water feature is most effective 

in creating a learning centre beside a lake. The 

majority of buildings are clad in timber and 

have been designed with a sustainable agenda 

at the heart of  the servicing plans. The campus 

landscaping covers about 50% of the existing 

site. The second phase does not make such a 

grand gesture and is reliant on low rise sculptural 

buildings for its dramatic effect.
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University of Bristol

The University of Bristol was chosen for inclusion 

in the benchmarking process as it had recently 

produced a detailed and exemplary Master Plan 

document in 2006. The size of the University and 

its similarity in expansion requirements placed it 

high in the list of University campus’s chosen at the 

benchmarking shortlisting. The University  is located 

in the historic centre of the town. The topography 

of the site is much different to NUI Galway, as it is 

located on a steep hill with dramatic changes in 

level across the site. The campus is divided into 

precincts or areas defined by the nature of the 

particular zone of the campus, there is a historical 

core with formal gardens and a castellated central 

building which forms the fort precinct, subsequent 

development changes the nature of the area and 

these are named appropriately, the scientific 

precint etc. As with the campus at Nui Galway, here 

are new buildings under construction and several 

just complete within the confines of the campus, 

which have created access issues and permeability 

concerns which the Master Plan has addressed. 

There are also plans to develop off campus for 

residential use. 

The Master Plan includes plans for a tall iconic 

structure to define the campus, the use and location 

are not as yet finalised. The Master Plan proposes 

a series of 12 projects to achieve its aims, each 

project is particular to a precint and is aimed at a 

phased approach to completing the objectives of 

the University.

The campus is very much an urban one, with little 

of no landscaping with the exception of a little 

used formal gradens located at its centre. The 

campus lands as they are, sprawled across a steep 

hill, ensures that interconnections and permability 

are restricted by the topography of the site. The 

majority of the building stock is historic and 

protected, complicating any approach to renovation 

or re-usage, however this remains a policy of the 

University and evidence of such work was underway 

during the visit. The design team felt that whilst 

the physical nature of the two campus’s were not 

comparable, the nature of the issues faced by the 

Universities were identical. The methodology in 

the Bristol Master Plan for the implementation of 

interventions whilst preserving the specific nature 

of the zone influenced the design team’s approach 

to the creation of character areas. It also provided 

some excellent references in terms of  way finding 

in a campus with a similar no. of sectors of diverse 

usage in an academic setting

sustainable agenda at the heart of the servicing 

plans. The campus is most successful in its use 

of the landscaping, which covers effectively 50% 

of the site currently. The second phase does not 

make such a grand gesture and is reliant on low 

rise dramatic sculptural buildings for effect. The 

result of the benchmarking visit was to reinforce 

coneptual ideas the masterplan team had in 

relation to the lands of the NUI Galway and its 

relationship with the Corrib and the Canals which 

cross the campus. The Nottingham Campus had 

created a water way to give the campus a focus, 

it is an organizational element for the campus 

alignment, an amenity and fulfills practical uses 

in terms of flood waters stoarage and attenuation. 

The Nui Galway had tremendous opportunity to 

reverse the trend of development in the campus 

that has turned its back on the river and to engage 

fully with the waterways in the new and existing 

building stock.
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A detailed record of the city of Galway is provided 

by the History of Galway. written by James 

Hardiman, the first librarian of the National 

University of Ireland, Galway (Queen’s College 

at that time). His account of Galway documents 

the origins of the city and in particular its strong 

trading and commercial background. 

By 1450 the city of Galway had become extremely 

wealthy, as it traded extensively with the continent 

(especially Spain), exporting local produce such as 

fish, wool and leather, and importing fruit and oil. 

A famous Free School had been established in 1580 

and had prospered to such a degree (despite being 

temporarily suppressed by James I (1566 – 1625)) 

that the enrolment is said to have reached 10,000! 

Queen’s College Galway opened in 1849, shortly 

before the first railway connection to Galway 

in 1851 linked the main city of the west to the 

rest of the country and signalled the opening of 

6.1 History of Galway

6.0 HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

the borders of the city to the wider countryside 

. The transition from Queen’s College Galway to 

University College Galway took place in1908, and 

in 1997 the current title of National University of 

Ireland, Galway was adopted. 

NUI Galway was one of three universities 

established concurrently in Ireland by royal charter 

and like the other Queen’s Colleges has undergone 

periods of growth which long ago outstripped the 

capacity of the original buildings.  During its early 

years Queen’s College Galway had fewer than one 

hundred students, though by 1934 there were 

over six hundred.  In the last academic year the 

campus has provided facilities for a population in 

excess of 15,000 students. The development of the 

university campus has proceeded from the original 

John Benjamin Keane Quadrangle building in a 

north westerly direction, between the River Corrib 

and the Newcastle Road. The plans of the campus 

show this enlargement following distinct phases 

of expansion. 

The Quadrangle building encloses a central 

courtyard space (approximately 70m x 45m) which, 

with its quadrant layout, has become one the 

strong images of the University. The Quadrangle 

building and associated courtyard have long been 

a congregation space for graduation days and for 

other important gatherings or events which form 

part of University life..  

The University adopted a policy of expansion 

in the late 1960s and early 1970s, involving the 

purchase of lands northwards along the River 

Corrib, in line with the vision of the University’s 

then president and in order to fulfil the proposals 

of the Scott Tallon Walker Master Plan of 1977. 

Adjacent to the original 14 acre site, the lands 

purchased included the the former Irish Metal 

Industries Ltd. (IMI) site, previously the location of 

an old bleaching mill.  The former IMI factory used 

a number of bunkers which are still evident today 

beside the River Corrib. St.  Anthony’s College 

was purchased by NUI Galway in 1990; the former 

Franciscan seminary included a substantial portion 

of woodland. The lands also featured a  playing 

pitch which now is the designated site for the 

New Engineering Building. The construction of the 

Áras Moyola building was completed in 2006. Two 

further land parcels were purchased in the early 

1970s. These lands were generally used as rough 

grazing with areas of scrub and rock outcrops. In 

1990 the Corrib Village student residence complex 

was completed.  Further northwards, approximately 

14 acres known as the Dangan lands (currently 

the site of a proposed Park and Ride facility) were 

transformed by the University between 1978 and 

1981 to become sports pitches.  The lands were 

re-graded to form level playing pitches which are 

regularly used today by NUI Galway’s sporting 
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clubs.  The University’s tree nursery was located on these 

lands and was established in the early 1970s in order to 

have trees available for upcoming developments.

The establishment of the Arts and Science and James 

Hardiman Library Buildings in the 1970s, together with 

student accommodation in the Corrib Village and the 

establishment of sporting facilities to the north of the 

campus, marked a spurt of sustained growth beginning 

in the 1970s and continuing to the present time.  As 

noted previously, a Master Plan for the development 

of the University was prepared by Scott Tallon Walker 

Architects in the 1970s and revised in the 1990s.  The 

location of new buildings and land acquisition has been 

carried out broadly in accordance with this document. The 

1977 Master Plan report by Scott Tallon Walker Architects 

was compiled at a stage when the student enrolment 

had recently passed 3,500.  Expectations of the future 

land requirements anticipated at that time were based 

on a maximum enrolment equivalent to 6,000 full time 

students and a potential housing population of 

800 to 1000 students.  This was based on drawing 

up an academic profile for the college based on 

existing departmental data, expressed in terms of 

generic subject categories to determine capacity 

requirements.  The space estimate based on 

student load was calculated with reference to the 

United Kingdom’s UGC scales of accommodation 

and planning norms.

Whilst this is a perfectly acceptable practice 

and acknowledged as a logical starting point 

for academic campus population predictions, it 

represented a somewhat narrow view of the potential 

of the campus and NUI Galway in general.  It is an 

inescapable fact that the economy and state of the 

nation has developed far in excess of expectations 

and this unprecedented period of prosperity could 

not realistically have been anticipated in the era 

of the late 1970s. Development of the University 

campus has sought to comply with the original 

Master Plan. It is noted that the original brief to 

the architects at that time was in the context of 

land acquisition and new development unfolding 

which represented major permanent expansion 

in comparison with that which had immediately 

preceded it.It is clear, however, that the Master 

Plan has been made redundant by the current 

requirements of the University.

The original Master Plan suggested that the full 

area of the main site, excluding the open space 

adjacent to the river, would be required to provide 

academic development to serve a maximum 6,000 

students and to maintain a low building profile 

in keeping with the site’s scenic and amenity 

potential.  The plan argued that the location of the 

proposed ring road as far upstream as possible 

would avoid any division of academic buildings 

into two separate groups on either side of this 

road; it suggested that the the ring road be sited 

so as not to inhibit University growth.  However, 

the rapid development of the University has meant 

that substantial expansion has already taken 

place to the north of the Quincentennial Bridge. 

The previous Master Plan and its revision in 1997 

were directed at a predicted level of expansion 

and did not envisage the unprecedented economic 

development that the country and the region have 

experienced.  The revision to the Master Plan 

completed in 1997 was conceived during a different 

era and reflected expansion through specific 

buildings projects rather than the relationship of 

the new buildings and the space between them to 

an overall vision for the University campus.  The 

1997 Master Plan revision contained proposals 

for new building locations such as the creation of 

the formal square to the east of the Quadrangle 

building, the provision of a new engineering 

building and a new law school. The Governing 

Authority of NUI Galway has authorised a visionary 

capital development programme to address current 

challenges and deliver on priority areas under its 

strategic plan; this 2006 programme outlines an 

ambitious development plan for the next 10-15 

years. The strategic plan for NUI Galway 2003-

2008 has committed to develop a Master Plan for 

campus facilities and it is in this context that the 

requirements of the University and the campus 

environment have been evaluated in this Master 

Plan for NUI Galway.

Students at Quenn’s College Galway, 1870
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Original Queen’s College Site

The land purchased to form the original University 

campus came partly from the former Belmont 

Estate and consisted of just over 14½ acres (Item 

1 on map image).   These original campus lands 

are now bounded by Newcastle Road to the west 

and University Road to the south; they include 

the College Green to the East and extend north 

to include the old anatomy buildings and Áras 

de Brún.   Inspection of maps dating back to 

1848 show vegetation to the west of the site.  

This planting forms the structure of what is now 

called the President’s Garden (see photo image), 

located immediately to the west and north of the 

Quadrangle Building. 

An early complaint was made by the second 

President of the University, Edward Berwick, 

regarding the unfinished state of the landscape 

works around the Quadrangle building.  In his 

6.2 Landscape History

official report for 1849, he notes that ‘the grounds 

about the College are, I am sorry to say, still in a 

very unfinished and discreditable state …..; I trust, 

however, that, during the autumn, some further 

effort will be made to bring them into order and 

cultivation, and to remedy, in some degree, the 

natural disadvantages of the place.’  This letter 

was sent prior to completion of construction 

work on the College building, and reveals an early 

aspiration for quality in the campus landscape.

The Newcastle Road to the west of the Quadrangle 

building was widened by approximately 3 metres 

in 1965 and a number of trees in the President’s 

Garden were removed to facilitate this.  The 

boundary wall of the University was also demolished 

and rebuilt in its present position as part of the 

works.  Over the past 40 years, the University has 

created an arboretum to the north of the College 

Building with a number of mature specimens of 
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the former Belmont Estate giving some structure 

to the planting.  It has been planted with a variety 

of species with the majority of the specimen trees 

being sourced from Irish nurseries. 

Original College ‘Quadrangle’ Building

The original building of the College, the 

Quadrangle, is now recognised as the symbolic 

image of the University and forms the backdrop 

for celebrations on graduation days, provides 

congregation space for winning sports teams and 

is the setting for other important gatherings and 

events which are intrinsic to University life.  Prior 

to 1999, the Quadrangle central courtyard was 

finished in tarmacadam with standard road kerbs 

edging the lawn area, but it was upgraded in time 

for the Millennium by introducing granite paving for 

the paths/circulation system and laying grass which 

was edged with steel to enhance to formal design.  

Early campus development

The Engineering School located to the north-east 

of the Quadrangle Building was built in 1909 at 

the time when the Queen’s College was renamed 

‘University College’.  The adjoining ‘Old Arts’ building 

was built in 19xx to take account of the growing 

student population.  Both of these building forms 

enclose the north side of the college green which 

formerly incorporated tennis courts which have now 

unfortunately become a temporary car-park.

Land acquisition and landscape development

The expansion policy adopted by the University 

in the late 1960s and early 1970s in response to 

the huge demand for third level education saw 

a massive increase to the area of the campus 

northwards along the River Corrib.  The former 

IMI factory which formed one of the early land 

acquisitions (Item 2 on map image) contained very 

little vegetation, but has since been planted with a 

variety of trees and shrubs.

• Further land (Item 3 on map image), formerly 

used for rough grazing, was purchased in the 

late 1970s.   This site was bisected by the N6 

Quincentennial Bridge which was completed in 

1986.  NUI Galway carried out some advance 

planting to the north and south of the new route 

with a mix of Lime, Poplar, Field Maple and 

Willow.  However, today much of the planting in 

the southern portion did not survive given the 

pressures for academic buildings and associated 

car-parking.  The National Roads Authority / 

Galway City Council carried out further roadside 

planting (predominantly Alder) in the mid 1990s 

which is evident today on the campus skyline.

• St. Anthony’s Campus, as it is currently known 

, was acquired (Item 4 on map image) in 1990.  The 

former Franciscan seminary included a substantial 

portion of woodland, which was planted in 

association with the original Franciscan building.  

These lands also featured a playing pitch which is 

now the designated site for the New Engineering 

Building.  The construction of the Áras Moyola 

building completed in 2006 resulted in some 

loss of the woodland, although a significant 

proportion remains. 

• Two further land parcels (Items 5 & 6 on map 

image) were purchased in the early 1970s to the 

north of the St. Anthony’s Campus.  These lands 

were used as rough grazing with areas of scrub 

and rock outcrops evident.  The lands also included 

a protected structure in the form of a cashel 

(town land of Newcastle – ref. no. 9a082-071).  In 

1990 the Corrib Village student residences were 

built and approximately 1,000 standard trees 

and some 2,000 whips were planted as part of  

the development.

• Further northwards, a further 14 acres (Item 

7 on map image) were acquired, currently the 

site of the proposed mobility management plan’s 

Park and Ride facility.  These lands were formerly 

used as rough grazing but were transformed by 

the University between 1978 and 1981 to become 

sports pitches.  The lands were re-profiled with 

approximately two to three metres of spoil from 

local residential development sites and re-graded 

to form level playing pitches which are regularly 

used today by NUI Galway’s sporting clubs.

• The lands further north at Dangan (Item 8 on 

map image) were purchased between 1969 and 

1970.  The University’s tree nursery was established 

here in the early 1970s  in order to have trees 

available for upcoming developments.  Trees were 

purchased for the nursery and propagation took 

place thereafter.  In the 20 year period after the 

nursery’s inception, approximately 20,000 trees 

and 50,000 shrubs were planted by University staff.  

By 1996, the main tree planting was complete and 

the nursery at that time contained a small supply of 

shrubs and trees necessary for replacements and 

minor landscape maintenance.  Approximately 100 

species of trees (representing over 300 varieties) 

were sown at that time with a shrub list including 

over 20 species (340 varieties).  A large portion of 

this site, including the tree nursery, was sold to 

IDA Ireland in 1984.

The nursery closed in 1996 and now the plant 

material to meet the University’s demand is 

purchased from Irish Nurseries.

• The first of the sports pitches were developed 

in 1978 and completed by 1981.  Follow-on screen 

planting was carried out during the winters of 

1982 to 1984, when some 10-12,000 trees were 

planted.  Further naturalisation of these trees 

occurred thereafter. The sports pitches sites 

generally received spoil (approx 2 – 3 metre depth) 

as it became available from a variety of local 

developments.  The land at this location before it 

went through its re-profiling was generally rough 

grazing land with rock outcrops and scrub land.

• The Corrib Clare Catchment Drainage Scheme, 

which involved dredging of the River Corrib, was 

undertaken in the 1950s.  The dredged material 

being distributed along the riverbank acted as a 

flood control and some of this spoil was also used 

as build-up for the playing pitches.
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Landscape Development and Woodland Management

NUI Galway continues to develop and enhance its campus landscape by showing commitment to its 

environment and the historic landscape fabric of the former Belmont estate. 

NUI Galway engaged Brady Shipman Martin, 

Landscape Architects in 1999 to assist with 

landscape related items on campus and this 

relationship has continued to date. 

A Woodland Management Strategy for the St. 

Anthony’s Campus and the south campus was 

prepared in 2007, which generally appraises the 

existing woodland/ tree conditions on campus. 

The document aims to assist in the assessment of 

the likely impact of proposed developments and to 

suggest outline management measures to ensure 

that the woodlands remain generally intact. 

LAND ‘PARCELS’ ARE SHOWN APPROXIMATELY,
ONLY ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES

‘Original’ land acquisition for
‘Queens College’ (1846) - 14 acres

Lands including the IMI (Irish Metal
Industries Ltd) adjacent River Corrib

Land parcel purchased in early 1970’s
(former grazing lands)

Forme St. Anthony’s Seminary.
(Acquired in 1990)

Land purchased
early 1970’s

Land parcel purchased early 1970’s
(50 acres approx)

Informal grazing lands purchased
in early 1970’s (14 acres)

Lands purchased between 1969 - 1970
(originally included the IDA Ireland site)

LAND ACQUISITION / 
LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT
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Review of 1977 Master Plan

The 1977 Master Plan report by Scott Tallon Walker 

Architects was compiled at a stage when the 

student’s enrolement exceeded 3500. Expectations 

of the future Land requirements anticipated at that 

time were generated by an anticipated maximum 

enrolement equivalent of 6000 full time students 

and a potential housing population of 800-1000 

students. This was based on drawing up a subject 

profile for the college using existing data at that 

time derived from departmental data, expressed 

in terms of generic subject categories for capacity 

requirements. The space estimate of student load 

is calculated with reference to the UGC scales of 

accommodation and planning norms, specific to 

the university region.

Whilst this is a perfectly acceptable practice and 

acknowledged as the starting point for academic 

campus population predictions, it represented 

a somewhat narrow view of the potential of 

the campus and the NUIG in general. It is an 

inescapable fact that the economy and state of the 

nation has developed far in excess of expectations 

and this unprecedented period of prosperity could 

not realistically have been anticipated in the era of 

the late 1970’s.

The Master Plan brief to the architects at that time 

was in the context of land aquisition and unfolding 

new development unfolding which represented 

major permanent expansion in comparision with 

that which had preceded it, (arts and science 

building) however, the inescapable point is that by 

definition a Master Plan should look to the future 

and not seek to limit the potential for expansion 

by definition.

Southern Campus

It suggested that the full area of the main site 

excluding the open space adjacent the river would 

be required to provide an academic development 

to serve 6000 FTE students and to maintain an 

overall low building profile in keeping with the 

sites scenic and amenity potential. It states that 

the location of the ring road as far upstream as 

possible avoids any division of future academic 

buildings into two separate groups on either side 

of this road. It suggested that the provision of the 

ring road is sited in such a manner so as to not 

inhibit university growth and reserves land for 

expansion commensurate with the university’s 

needs. In this regard is was flawed. The nature of 

any Master Plan is to ensure expansion is catered 

for and not curtailed.

6.3 Review of Previous Master Plans

Northern Campus

The concept for the upper site is was diluted by an 

ecological conservation approach. The lands are 

seen as rural in nature. The areas adjacent to the 

road that are more accessible by vehicular traffic 

are seen as suitable for development. The edge of 

the river is seen as susceptible to disruption with 

the slightest development.

The approach of griding the site with access 

routes in a framework is logical. The location 

chosen for the residential element of the student 

housing is based on the previous assumption that 

the site can be divided into a different uses with 

all of the educational facilities located to the east 

of the ring road.

The low rise village style cluster of buildings is 

meant to evoke the rural aspect of the site and has 

a deliberate domestic scale. The master-plan does 

not in any meaningful manner deal with the effect 

car parking will have on the lands on either site. 

It notes that there is a lower limit to the amount 

of land available on the main site as a reason for 

the all encompassing multi use block, however 

it is content to locate car parks at grade, in four 

separate locations.

A reminder of the overall objectives against which 

any Universtity Master Plan will be tested are:
• To plan for the sustainable long term growth 
 of the University to meet its strategic goals and 
 government objectives for higher education.

• To plan for an integrated university optimising 
 the use of its established campus and the 
 lands in ownership of the NUI.

• To create a Master Plan that maximizes the 
 available land, identifies future expansion and 
 proposes no restriction to development.

The campus is a vital element in symbolising what 

Galway City stands for and is recognized as one 

of the best Universities in the country, however it 

River Corrib

Terryland

Masterplan 1977Masterplan 1997
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It cites the provision of underground services and 

the costs of associated site works to landscape the 

areas between buildings as a powerful argument 

in favour of the single space continuum. This is a 

poor reason to abandon the campus ideal.

The sharing of space is a good argument and a 

logical one. It is not sustainable to create multiples 

of space when the users can shares facilities, but 

it is short term thinking not to cater for faculties 

such as medicine or engineering.

The concept of allowing pedestrian and traffic 

routes following the same route due to the 

narrowness of the site has failed, as traffic is 

catered for everywhere to the detriment of the 

pedestrian. The service route is probably one 

of the most highly utilized pedestrian routes. In 

reality the through route taken is the lower level 

as human nature prefers to follow the clearest 

route. The possibility of using the Newcastle 

stream as amenity is rather turned on its head, 

the level of the river is seen in this master plan as 

the service level.

The previous Master Plan and its revision in 1997 

carried out for the campus were directed at an 

accepted level of expansion and did not envisage 

the level of unprecedented economic development 

that the country has experienced.

The revision to the Master Plan completed in 1997 

whilst upgrading the 1977document, was conceived 

during a different era and the energies directed the 

expansion to specific buildings projects rather than 

the relationship of the new buildings and spaces 

between them to an overall campus vision for 

the University. It did however indicate positive 

moves such as the creation of the formal square 

onto the east of the quadrangle building, one 

new engineering building and a new law school.

can currently be criticized for failing to declare its 

presence within the city.  Any new proposals need 

to consolidate what is good about the campus 

and create a better place to study and work, and 

a better place to live - a thoroughly successful 

campus community.

Positive Observations of the Master Plan:
• It earmarked Earls Island as the site of a major 
 civic building or the University Aula Maxima. 

• It cites the Development plans objectives of 
 pedestrian linkages to the city, along the canal 
 towpath from University road to the Corrib 
 club and along the banks of the Corrib to the 
 borough boundary to Dangan.

• It foresaw an opportunity to create an ideal 
 relationship between the university and the city.

• It suggested the potential for the university to 
 expand along the river.

• It suggested that the Cathedral allowed an 
 expanded civic space which could take in  
 the University.

However it failed to capitalise on these ideals in 

a real and convincing manner. The pedestrian 

route and re-instatement of the bridge over from 

the cathedral and Earls Island are noted as a real 

objective, but by committing to the single building 

approach, it succeeds in ensuring that other routes 

are curtailed or truncated by default.

This is undermined by placing the mass of a single 

building along the majority of the site and does 

not facilitate through routes to the riverside. The 

arts building together with the science building 

is described as one single continuous extensible 

teaching research enclosure with all of its parts 

under cover of the whole. The long axis created 

by the service/mall is visually unconnected with 

the Cathedral, and does not function in the true 

meaning of an axis of orientation. The axis should 

have an arrival point or a focus. It does not lead 

anywhere except to a small bridge crossing of the 

Newcastle stream.
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7.0 PRESENT DAY
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The University’s total student enrolment 

during the 2016/2017 academic year was 

just above 15,000.

The University is currently reorganising 

its seven faculties and more than fifty 

academic departments into a new structure 

to comprise five colleges, each with a 

number of schools:

7.0 Present Day

Engineering

Engineering has a long and proud tradition at NUI 

Galway and has been part of the curriculum since 

the University first opened its doors as Queen’s 

College Galway in 1849. Student numbers have 

grown from 30 in 1970 to an intake in excess of 

242 in 2006.

Arts

Science

At present, the Science College has more than 

2,300 students and 90 Professors and Lecturers.

Commerce

Celtic Studies

Irish Studies is a designated Area of Excellence at 

NUI, Galway. The Centre for Irish Studies at NUI, 

Galway was established in Autumn 2002 and is 

dedicated to research and advanced teaching on 

the cultural, social and political endeavours of Irish 

people, on the island of Ireland and beyond.  

7.0 PRESENT DAY
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The changing nature of research and teaching requires 

different inter-relationships between faculties. Some 

of the challenges that the University will face as a 

consequence of these changes are as follows:

* Additional input requested from NUI Galway•

Medicine & Health Sciences

The College of Medicine, Nursing and Health 

Sciences has an enrolment of c.1400 students. The 

College has expanded in recent years and now 

offers courses in Medicine, Nursing Studies, Speech 

& Language Therapy, and Occupational Therapy. 

A new Honours BSc programme in Podiatry, will 

commence in 2008, the only course of its kind in 

Ireland. Our College is currently expanding the 

undergraduate medical intake, implementing a new 

curriculum, graduate entry courses in medicine are 

anticipated from 2010.

Law

The Law Faculty comprises The Irish Centre for 

Human Rights, The Disability Law and Policy 

Research Unit, and The Marine Law and Ocean 

Policy Centre.

The University has commenced work on a number 

of projects as part of its Campus of the Future 

capital development programme. This ambitious 

programme, amounting to approximately €400 

million of expenditure, will attempt to address the 

serious deficits in the physical resource provision of 

the campus and deliver on priority areas under the 

University’s Strategic Plan. The following projects 

are listed for comment as they are at an advanced 

stage of planning, design, funding or construction.

The Sports Building

The University recognizes that there is a requirement 

to provide new sports facility on the southern 

campus to complement the extensive sports 

complex in the northern campus at Dangan. This 

6,500 sqm new sports building will provide high 

quality sports facilities for the University, including 

a 25m swimming pool, gym, game courts, climbing 

wall and multipurpose activity spaces. The building 

is currently on site and will be the first of the new 

phase of buildings when it is completed in 2008. 

The University is also at an advanced stage of design 

on a new entrance from Newcastle Road which will 

run parallel to the flagship sports building. A design 

has also been commissioned for a new park fronting 

onto the River to the east of the sports building 

forming a focal point for the new main entrance.

Engineering Building

The new Engineering Building is one of the most 

ambitious projects ever undertaken by NUI Galway 

and, at 14000 sqm, is the largest of the Campus 

of the Future developments. The new engineering 

building will accommodate all undergraduate and 

postgraduate engineering education activities 

at NUI Galway. This will replace and enhance the 

existing accommodation, which is spread across 13 

buildings in three distinct locations, the majority of 

them being off the main campus. The Engineering 

Building is currently in the planning process.

7.1 Recent Developments / Campus of the Future
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Proposed Sports Pavilion and associated 
entrance under construction

Proposed road

Proposed Engineering Building
decision due: 15/07/2007

James Hardiman Library extensions

Proposed Park and Ride facility
decision due: 15/07/2007

Infrastructure and Mobility Management

The University is committed to implementing the 

recommendations of the Mobility Management 

Plan. A key component of the plan is the provision 

of a Park and Ride facility in Dangan. This project 

also involves the improvement of the general 

infrastructure of the estate, including the building 

of a new entrance adjacent to the sports building, 

rationalising internal road layouts and services, 

parking and transport initiatives and a new  

crèche. These proposals will be carried out in 

accordance with the recommendations laid out in 

this Master Plan.

Dangan Pitches

The layout of the sports pitches in Dangan has been 

redesigned as part of a separate master planning 

exercise for this area. The lack of Infrastructure 

to this remote part of the campus has also been 

addressed by the main Master Plan, which has called 

for greater accessibility and permeability from the 

main campus and surrounding area. The condition 

of the pitches requires immediate attention and the 

University is committed to replacing the existing 

pitches with all-weather synthetic grass pitches 

and sand based natural grass pitches. It is hoped 

that these improvements will help to integrate this 

area into the overall campus and also strengthen 

its unique identity within the overall context.

Water Sports

A new water sports facility is proposed as part 

of the redevelopment of the sports precinct in 

Dangan. This 860sqm building will be a significant 

upgrade to the University’s facilities for water-

based sports.

RECENT DEVELOPMENT
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Nursing Library

The 800sqm Nursing Library will be included in 

the expansion of the existing James Hardiman 

Library on the main University campus, which 

is considered to be an important aspect of the 

integration of the nursing programme and 

students into University life.

All of these projects are at an advanced stage 

of design development and form the first phase 

of the University’s commitment to delivering 

on its Campus of the Future programme. The 

following  projects form subsequent phases of 

this programme:

Cultural Centre

This proposed project involves the refurbishment 

of Áras na Mac Léinn to accommodate societies 

space, arts and cultural facilities, student 

administration and student recreation space. The 

project also proposes that the building currently 

•

Arts Millennium Building Extension

The Psychology Department is currently housed in 

temporary buildings in four locations around the 

campus and outlying areas. The proposed new 

psychology facility is at conceptual stage at present 

and will form a modern facility for the delivery of 

psychology programmes at undergraduate and 

postgraduate levels. The proposed area of this 

development is 2,500 sqm

Law School

This project will provide approx. 8,000 sqm of 

accommodation and will be a pioneering strategic 

collaboration with the courts. It is intended to 

include lecture theatres, offices, law libraries, 

jury rooms and a court room. It is estimated that 

the Courts Service element of this proposal may 

require an additional approx 2,200 sqm of space 

on top of the 8,000 sqm that this building is already 

proposed to provide.

•

•

Clinical Sciences Institute Projects

Given the envisaged increase in the number of 

medical places required at NUI Galway, there is 

a proposal to increase significantly the size of 

the existing Clinical Sciences Institute to provide 

sufficient teaching, laboratory, library and staff 

accommodation space by 6,000 sqm.

Education

Initial planning proposes that 1,300 sqm of 

additional space needs to be created, possibly by 

the extension of existing facilities.

Library Extension

This proposed project will consist of a new wing of 

four stories over basement to be built facing the 

park on the Newcastle Road side of the existing 

complex. The proposal is to form an atrium over 

the existing podium linking the new structure to 

the existing building. This atrium will contain lifts 

and new vertical circulation as well as bridges 

•

•

•

occupied by the soils and concrete laboratories of 

the Department of Civil Engineering is refurbished/

converted to use as student cultural/social facilities. 

These will include additional performance space, 

an exhibition space/art gallery, secondary and 

storage space for the adjacent Bank of Ireland 

Drama Theatre, society meeting rooms, and 

additional student welfare facilities. The proposed 

area of this development is 2,760 sqm.

Human Biology Building

The Human Biology Building will strengthen 

the teaching and research activities of the 

three departments of Anatomy, Physiology and 

Pharmacology, bringing them together in a single 

building and thus promoting co-operation and 

generating synergy. The proposed area of this 

development is 6,000 sqm

•

Quadrangle Refurbishment

This proposed project will involve the 

refurbishment of this 1840s building to 

accommodate a diverse range of university 

activities. It will involve roof replacement, stone 

and plasterwork repair and restoration, health and 

safety and fire-related works.

•

connecting the new upper floors to the west back 

to the existing building. The projected floor area of 

this development is 6,000 sqm.

Commercial Centre

There are currently a range of commercial 

activities on campus including a bank, shop, travel 

office, hairdresser and bookshop. It is proposed to 

centralise all of the commercial activities currently 

on campus into a new purpose-built centre.

Adult Education

•

•

A central purpose-built facility will allow continued 

growth in outreach, including open learning 

education.  The estimated floor area is 1,000 sqm.

Student Services

Consolidating multiple services will facilitate 

progress towards the strategic goal of being a 

strongly student-centred university. The estimated 

increase in existing floor area is 500 sqm.

Mathematical Sciences

Bringing together the Departments of Mathematics 

and Mathematical Physics from multiple locations 

of varied suitability will enhance the delivery 

of their academic programmes. The floor area 

involved is1,600 sqm.

Health Promotion

Teaching and research activities will benefit 

significantly from movement to a single 

location, allowing future development in this  

important area.

•

•

•
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Earth and Ocean Sciences

The University recently merged the three 

Departments of Geology, Geophysics and 

Oceanography into a single integrated academic 

unit, the Department of Earth & Ocean Sciences. 

While operating as a single entity, staff and student 

facilities are separated and located in multiple 

sites. This project proposes to bring the new 

unit together in a single location in a proposed 

development of 1,565 sqm.

•

Buildings and Estates Management Centre

It is proposed that a single facility be developed in 

a central campus location to house all of the core 

facilities of the Buildings Office, which is responsible 

for the planning, development, maintenance and 

management of the University estate.

Technology Centre

This project would consolidate technology-based 

service provision into a central location.         

•

•

Huston School of Film and Digital Media

This project proposes the vacation of the ground 

floor of the School’s building by its current 

occupants, and its refurbishment for use for the 

delivery of new programmes.

•

An tAcadamh

The University has ambitions to develop a landmark 

building in a prominent location for the promotion 

of the Irish language and Irish culture. The proposed 

area of this building is 5,000 sqm.

building in a prominent location for the promotion 

of the Irish language and Irish Culture. The proposed 

area of this building is 5,000 sqm.

•
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The City of Galway enjoys a vibrant social scene.  

This is partly attributable to its close proximity to 

the University and the large student population 

relative to the overall population of the city. The 

staff and students of NUI Galway account for 15% 

of the population of the Galway City, and their 

presence during term time significantly changes 

the character of the city.

Social activity within the campus is concentrated 

in a number of locations. The Students’ Union 

is discreetly located on the campus close to the 

pedestrian entrance from University Road. It is 

bounded by the Eglinton Canal and the canal 

running through the centre of the campus on two 

sides and the privately owned Corrib Boat Club and 

a University administration building on its other 

two sides.

The Union opens onto a small courtyard space 

which is used extensively for various functions 

8.1 Social Context

and concerts during the academic year. The 

backdrop of the canal and proximity to the main 

pedestrian entrance makes this a lively location on 

the campus. Social activity and student presence 

on the campus is greatest during academic hours 

and drops considerably in the evenings.

The location of the Union at the closest point to the 

city centre from the University means that many 

social activities occur away from the campus as the 

city provides the students with many of the social 

facilities and services they require. However, the 

city centre is a 20 minute walk from the campus 

and there are few social venues in between which 

guarantees that the University Union will remain a 

well used social amenity.

Links and connections to the city centre from the 

campus and Fisheries Field are poorly developed 

and could be significantly improved. There is 

currently no direct link from the campus to 

Fisheries Field or the campus to the city side of the 

river. Pedestrians and cyclists are forced to cross 

over the narrow Beggars Bridge where there is a 

significant conflict with heavy traffic.

A small number of isolated cafes and refreshment 

facilities provide pockets of social interaction 

around the campus, whilst restaurants within the 

Arts/Science Building and the Cairnes Building 

and at Moffetts Restaurant within the Orbsen 

Building provide areas for larger concentrations 

of staff and students. 

Corrib Village provides a permanent student 

presence during term time. The complex of 

student residences can provide accommodation 

for 760 students in xx 176 apartments. The 

student residences are located in the northern 

campus separating St Anthony’s College from 

Dangan. They are, however, remote from the main 

body of the campus and are poorly connected 

in an area with an almost rural character. This  

creates potential safety issues for pedestrians, 

especially at night. 

8.0 SITE CONTEXT AND ANALYSIS
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NUI Galway is one of the oldest and most respected 

educational establishments in Ireland and has 

a significant number of historically important 

buildings and protected structures within its 

campus. Its outstanding natural setting and 

historical associations with the city are enhanced 

by the number of national monuments and special 

areas of conservation on the campus.

There are a total of 12 protected structures,  nine 

national monuments and  two special areas of 

conservation within the campus boundary. There 

are also a number of protected structures outwith 

the University boundary but which contribute or 

influence the layout of the campus. Menlo Castle 

and the disused Iodine Works would be amongst 

these structures  

The most easily identifiable building on the campus 

and the one which is symbolically associated 

with the University is the distinctive Quadrangle 

8.3 Architectural Overview

Building which was built as the original University 

accommodation in 1849. 

The development of the campus has been 

characterised by periods of sporadic growth 

throughout its history.  The nature of this expansion 

has led to the creation of identifiable areas each 

with its own distinct urban character. These can 

broadly be described as follows:

The Historic Core

This urban area at the southernmost part of the 

campus is dominated by the imposing form of the 

Quadrangle building and the formal layout of the 

College Green. Mature trees and landscaping are a 

feature of this character area. 

The Student/Cultural Area

A densely developed area, containing the Students’ 

Union, sports, and social facilities. Buildings 

are grouped around a small partially enclosed 

courtyard open to the campus and backing onto 

the Newcastle Canal.  This area is bounded by the 

Eglinton Canal on its eastern boundary.

The Central Area

This area includes the Arts Science Building, the 

James Hardiman Library, the Orbsen building, 

the Arts Millenium Building, Áras de Brún and old 

Anatomy buildings.

The Distillery Road Area

This area is now being developed to accommodate 

the new sports building, a new entrance and park 

onto the River Corrib.

The Moyola Area

The proposed engineering building will complete the 

transformation of this area of the campus which was 

formerly occupied by St Anthony’s College and now 

includes Áras Moyola, the Science and Engineering 

Technology Building and the Cairnes Building.

Corrib Village

The student residence area known as the Corrib 

Village is located in the northern part of the 

campus, in what was previously a rural area remote 

from the academic centre of the University

Dangan and the IDA

The University sports grounds are located at the 

northern end of the campus, and contain games 

pitches, tennis courts, and a recently completed 

professional standard running track, together with 

a block of facilities including changing rooms, 

showers, lockers, etc.  

The University campus is a clearly identifiable 

linear landscape that embraces the River Corrib 

for a distance of  3.3 kilometres stretching from 

Fisheries Field in the south to Dangan overlooking 

Menlo Castle in the north. The relatively flat campus 

covers an area of 260 acres. The physical landscape 

of the campus is defined by the River Corrib and 

changes in character from the established urban 

pattern in the south with its almost parkland 

setting to the rural undulating pastureland of the 

northern campus above Corrib Village. 

The disused route of the Clifden Railway is still 

apparent and part of its raised embankment is 

now used as a walk along the edge of the river. 

The wetland areas provide rich and varied habitats 

for wildlife and must be respected as part of any 

proposed development along with the belts of 

mature trees, stone walls and hedgerows which are 

an intrinsic part of the character of this area.

8.2 Physical Context
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8.4.1 The Historic Core
This area contains the 14 acres of land purchased 

from the Belmont Estate to form the original 

campus and is the location for the first College 

Building now universally known as the Quadrangle.  

It is bounded by Newcastle Road to the west and 

University Road to the south, and contains the 

College Green plus some of the older University 

buildings including the Old Arts building flanking 

the Green on the north side, and the more recent 

Martin Ryan Institute on the east.  To the north of 

the Quadrangle on the other side of the Arboretum 

are located the Anatomy building and Áras de Brún.  

These buildings are in a poor state of repair and no 

longer worthy of major reinvestment.

The Quadrangle in its College Green setting 

represents the spiritual and historic core of the 

University, and it is by far the most recognisable 

structure on the campus.  An ongoing programme 

of renovations has been in operation over the years 

to maintain this prime asset.  The inner courtyard 

of the Quadrangle has recently been successfully 

upgraded using simple design and discrete 

materials sympathetic to the style of the original 

building.  The Quadrangle is where photographs 

are taken after graduation, where victorious sports 

teams return to record a notable victory, and 

sometimes inconveniently where the majority of 

visitors arrive.  It is perceived by staff, visitors, and 

the public as the architectural emblem which most 

represents the University.  The ongoing application 

of high quality materials and craftsmanship in a 

continuing programme of upkeep is therefore to 

be considered a worthwhile investment. 

A number of architectural styles are apparent 

in the Quadrangle, and are incorporated into a 

classical framework which extends its calm and 

ordered influence into the surrounding spaces.  

The regularity of the geometry and the symmetry in 

the façade impart a powerful visual effect, and the 

expanse of College Green was set out in front of it 

so that the influence of these design features in the 

façade could be fully appreciated.   The unplanned 

layout of mature trees in front of the Quadrangle 

building, and flanking the central pathway leading 

to the Martin Ryan Institute, compromises views 

of the façade.  A planned thinning of these trees 

would go some way to restore the original design 

intent for the Quadrangle and College Green, and 

provide a better all-year-round view of the most 

important frontage on the campus.   This is one 

of the few areas in the campus where the spaces 

between and around buildings consciously formed an 

integral part of the original architectural design, and 

it is recommended that restoration of greater visibility 

of the Quadrangle frontage should be prioritised.

As part of the restoration of College Green and the 

Quadrangle, and for reasons summarised above, 

the large and unsightly tarmac parking areas are 

recommended for removal.  Likewise the temporary 

building containing engineering equipment in 

the north-east corner of College Green should 

be removed when the new Engineering Building 

is completed.  Reinstatement of grass lawns and 

thinning of trees should form part of a landscape 

exercise more in tune with the original classical 

simplicity of this area.  The VIP car park planned 

for the partially concealed location on the south 

side of the Quadrangle is a necessary requirement 

for the University.  It is recommended that hard 

landscaping is reviewed in this architecturally 

significant area, and that shared surfaces are 

considered for vehicular areas to lessen the vehicular 

aspect of these open areas.  Pedestrian walkways 

need more distinctive materials than tarmac.

The President’s Garden to the east side of the 

Quadrangle and the Arboretum to the north contain 

important plants, some of which are thought to 

date back to the original Belmont Estate.  There 

8.4    Urban Context

are also unusual collections and species in these 

gardens which have been lovingly cared for over 

the years, and no change is recommended in these 

areas.  New development proposed to the north side 

of the Quadrangle building will be designed to avoid 

damage to the valuable species in the Arboretum.

The Old Arts and Education buildings are located 

on the north side of the College Green, providing 

enclosure to the space and reinforcing the effect of 

the classical layout in front of the Quadrangle.  The 

Education Building needs refurbishment to the rear.  

The Martin Ryan Institute is located on the opposite 

side of College Green from the Quadrangle, and is a 

relatively recent addition.  The architectural design 

of this building is eclectic, mostly borrowings 

from the classical Greek model but using modern 

materials.  Post Modernism is the designation 

associated with this movement, and this style 

has now been largely superseded by more recent 

schools of design which are less directly influenced 

by historical precedent. 

There are three sites identified for development 

potential in this part of the campus:

The first of these is on the south side of College 

Green opposite the Old Arts and Education 

buildings.  This location offers the possibility of 

rebalancing the symmetry of the Green around the 

axis of the Quadrangle façade and containing the 

space in front of the Quadrangle in accordance 

with the classical design principles underpinning 

the unique character of this area.  This site would 

present a façade to University Road, would offer 

substantial floor area, and would need to be 

sensitively designed to fit the context.  

The second area with development potential 

is to the north of the Quadrangle.  This would 

require the demolition of the obsolescent 

buildings mentioned above, but would yield a 

substantial site fronting Newcastle Road and 

with a façade aspecting the large open space in 

front of the Millennium Arts Building.  This site is 

prime academic land, close to existing university 

facilities and also to the city centre.

The third area proposed for development is 

behind the Old Arts and Education buildings.  

Some of the temporary buildings and extensions 

to the rear of these buildings are no longer fit for 

purpose, and are ready for redevelopment.  This 

area is visualised as a group of buildings designed 

to be in sympathy with the existing stock, and also 

to indicate a clear way through to the next open 

space north of the Quadrangle.  Refurbishment 

of some of the external fabric of the Education 

building is considered a priority.
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8.4.2 The Student Area 
The students union is discretely located close to the 

pedestrian entrance to the campus on University 

Road.  It is bounded by the Eglinton Canal and 

the privately owned Corrib Boat club, and an 

administrartion building on its other two sides.

The compact area containing the Students’ Union, 

sports and social facilities comprises a series of 

buildings grouped around a courtyard open to 

the campus and backing onto the Eglinton Canal.   

The courtyard is extensively used for various 

functions and concerts during the academic year 

and is a congenial external space for socialising in 

summer.  Its proximity to the city centre ensures 

easy accessibility.

The buildings enclosing these activities are 

functional and of different vintages, and need 

expansion to be able to accommodate the current 

numbers of students.  The old IMI building and 

the former diagnostic block forming parts of 

this assembly are protected structures.  The 

University is looking at proposals to improve this 

area, particularly with the new Sports Building 

nearing completion and some activities due to be 

relocated there.

One of the pedestrian infrastructure proposals 

forming part of the Master Plan is the construction 

of a new pedestrian bridge over the Eglinton Canal 

to Earls Island from this part of the campus.  It 

would make perfect sense to locate this new bridge 

to the rear of the Student Union, and bring a new 

and considerably shorter pedestrian access route 

from the city centre into the campus at this point.  

The townscape could be considerably enhanced 

by a well designed bridge at this location, and it 

would provide a quieter and more picturesque 

route from the city centre than the current route 

along University Road via Wards Corner, affording 

spectacular views over the river Corrib en route.  

The Students’ Union area would become a more 

lively centre in this context, and there is no doubt 

that external waterside areas could be designed 

to afford a stunning setting for social activity.  

Internal student union spaces should be aspected 

towards the river and the new pedestrian route 

here, not only to benefit from the visual amenity 

of the river and its environs, but also to provide 

greater security and safety for those using the 

new route by ensuring high visibility from within 

the buildings.   
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The Orbsen and adjoining  IT building date from 

the 1990s  and are located on the river side of 

the Arts Science building.  As noted above, this 

area is physically cut off from the central campus 

area by the Arts Science building which offers no 

way through from the campus to the riverside.  

As a result of this separation, there is minimal 

student use of the riverside area as a functional 

pedestrian route.  

The Orbsen building contains a café / restaurant at 

ground floor level which overlooks the riverside.

There are important historic remains of the 

original castle (shown on our drawings as a 

dovecote)? to the north west end of the Arts 

Science building, and although these are small in 

size, they will be respected and properly signed 

in the developed campus.  

8.4.3 The Central Area of 
the Southern Campus
This area includes the Arts Science Building, the 

James Hardiman Library, the Orbsen building, the 

Arts Millennium Building, Áras de Brún and the old 

Anatomy buildings.

The campus entrance from Newcastle Road which 

passes through the open space between the Arts 

Millennium Building and Áras de Brún suggests 

an architecturally formal approach to the James 

Hardiman Library / Arts Science cluster.  This 

alignment was more relevant to the period when 

these buildings formed the main academic focus of 

the University.  The absence of significant planting 

in the open space contributes to this effect, and the 

lack of architectural cohesion in the surrounding 

buildings invokes an impression of sterility and 

unfulfilled potential in this area. 

Áras de Brún and the old Anatomy buildings are 

undistinguished, in poor condition, and nearing 

the end of their useful lives. It would clearly not be 

possible to justify the major investment necessary 

to repair and upgrade their fabric and facilities.  

If demolished this group of buildings would yield 

a prime site for a substantial new architectural 

development, the design of which could contain 

and add character to the open space between it 

and the Arts Millennium Building.

Although the density of this area is low, it is 

nevertheless one of the most built-up areas in 

the campus.  The Arts Science building is the 

largest single enclosure on the campus in terms 

of floor area, and its footprint is considerable.  

With the exception of the towers, the height of 

this building is limited to two storeys, and the 

layout encloses external courtyards between 

accommodation blocks.  

The James Hardiman Library, although physically 

separate from the Arts Science building, forms 

part of the same development in the same 

‘modern’ style, and forms part of a single 

architectural composition with it.  The lower level 

of accommodation contains the main student 

café / restaurant, while the hard landscaped deck 

on the level above is an open plaza used for 

sitting out when the weather permits.  The café 

/ restaurant and plaza are well placed where the 

busiest pedestrian routes on the campus converge 

in this central and lively location.

The Newcastle canal between the Arts Science 

building and the James Hardiman Library has been 

seriously neglected, and is currently a stagnant 

stretch of water.  The space between these 

buildings is identified elsewhere in the Master 

Plan as a transformation project, combining the 

restoration of the waterway with part of the new 

pedestrian spine along the length of the campus.  

It is also proposed that the café / restaurant on 

the lower level of the James Hardiman Library is 

visually opened up onto this walkway alongside 

the waterway by use of full height glazing along 

the entire length of the café / restaurant.

The character of this area is largely dominated 

by the Arts Science Building, partly because of 

the sheer size of its footprint, but also because 

of the distinctiveness of its architectural design,  

as reviewed elsewhere in this report.  This  

building and the James Hardiman Library  

are protected structures.

The position and footprint of the Arts Science 

Building create a significant barrier between one 

of the busiest parts of the campus and the river, 

despite their close proximity.  The layout of the 

building prevents through access at ground level 

between the river and the ‘landside’ central area of 

campus, cutting off a key campus amenity.   
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8.4.5 St Anthonys Area
This area of the campus was purchased by the 

University in 1990, and takes its name from St 

Anthony’s College, a former Franciscan seminary.

There have been a number of new developments 

along the landside strip parallel to Newcastle 

Road including a new extension to the original 

St. Anthony’s College, the oldest building in this 

group and a protected structure, to create the 

Cairnes Building,.  Between these buildings and the 

river are very large parking  areas and some recent 

temporary buildings.  The largest car park  forms 

the site of the new Engineering building.  This is 

a significant new building project programmed to 

begin on site in 2008, and it is designed to contain 

the engineering facilities currently dispersed over 

the campus and on Nun’s Island.  This building is 

fully landscaped into its context, with green open 

spaces and strategic planting to form a sympathetic 

8.4.4 Distillery Lane Area
This area contains the new sports building currently 

under construction which will be completed in 

2008, and also the domestic and small commercial 

properties on Distillery Road and Distillery Lane.  

The Sports building will offer students and the 

local community a range of new sports facilities, 

and will be its own advertisement by its  dramatic 

design in the form of curved metal clad surfaces; it 

is set in a newly landscaped and conspicuous area 

adjacent to the N6.   A new road entrance to the 

campus is being planned to give improved access 

from the Newcastle Road to the north of Distillery 

Road, and this will  also relieve traffic congestion in 

Distillery Road and Lane 

The University has been involved in acquiring 

land within the campus area over a long period of 

time, although there remain some small individual 

properties outside NUI Galway ownership but which 

are key to forming larger parcels of redevelopment 

sites in this character area.  These small islands 

of separate ownership prevent larger and more 

beneficial developments taking place, and as part 

of a medium term strategy, individual domestic 

properties acquired by NUI Galway over the years 

have been converted to University use until larger 

scale developments are required and become 

practicable.  Larger areas in this  character area 

have been converted to parking lots, and subject 

to the adoption of the recommendations of the 

Mobility Management Plan, these, together with 

some of the other properties, will become prime 

targets for redevelopment opportunities as shown 

on the drawings.

There is no dedicated pedestrian route from the 

N6 footpath into the campus, although this doesn’t  

prevent students making their way down the steep 

and sometimes muddy embankment onto the 

campus.  There is a clear need for a dedicated 

route in this location, and this should be made an 

early priority.

A new commercial area has been  suggested by NUI 

Galway at the new road entrance to the campus 

from Newcastle Road; this could contain offices, 

shops, and a bank, and could form part of a 

partially self-financing initiative.

The new roadway into the campus is proposed to 

link up with the widened carriageway under the 

N6 and a new vehicular and pedestrian route at 

the riverside.

The riverside area south of the Quincentennial 

Bridge currently used as a temporary parking 

area is proposed as an area of soft landscaping 

including semi-mature tree planting.

relationship with the riverside setting.  This area 

also includes Áras Moyola and the Science and 

Engineering Technology building.  An existing 

direct pedestrian access from the Quincentennial 

Bridge needs to be upgraded to form a pleasant 

route into the campus.
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8.4.7 Dangan and the IDA
The University sports grounds are located at the 

northern end of the campus, and contain games 

pitches, tennis courts, and a recently completed 

professional standard running track, together 

with a block of facilities including changing 

rooms, showers, lockers, etc.  There has been a 

separate sports Master Plan carried out on the 

sports facilities in this area, and the practical 

measures proposed for maintenance, upkeep, are 

recommended together with the addition to the 

changing facilities.

The importance of the sports area to the University 

could not be understated, as it offers a healthy 

counterpoint to the intense mental activity 

associated with educational activity.

The IDA Business Park is a property which will revert 

back to the University at the expiry of the leasing 

arrangement, and NUI Galway will wish to consider 

the future use of the land and buildings in the IDA 

area at that stage.  The increasing importance 

of third stream activities to universities may well 

8.4.6 Corrib Village
The student residence area known as the Corrib 

Village is located in the northern part of the 

campus, in what was previously a rural area 

remote from the academic centre of the University.  

The increase in student numbers over recent years 

has brought new academic developments as far as 

St Anthony’s The Corrib Village is operated by a 

private company as a commercial franchise.

The student residences were constructed here in 

the 1970’s and provide yyy beds in a mixture of 

accommodation units laid out in 2 storey domestic 

scale buildings with pitched roofs.  Architecturally, 

the design of the Corrib Village has aged badly 

and projects the image of a council estate.  The 

student residents and summer visitors neither 

care for nor personalise these spaces due to the 

transience of their stay, and the inevitable result 

is a functional, drab, and sterile environment.  The 

crude metal security fencing all round the Village, 

no doubt intended for security purposes, appears 

completely out of place as a means of separating 

the Village from the most pleasant riverside areas 

of the campus.

The advent of Section 50 legislation has changed 

the market in student accommodation, and the 

availability of tax credits for making this kind of 

accommodation available has opened up viable 

residential alternatives for NUI Galway students 

within range of the University, many of which offer 

advantages over what is on offer in the Corrib 

Village.  The approaching reversion of the Corrib 

Village to the University will allow NUI Galway to 

consider the most valuable use of the Corrib Village 

and the campus land it occupies.

It is recognised that there is a need for large sites 

to accommodate the kind of academic hubs of 

related disciplines now considered to represent a 

model of educational progress, and sites of this 

size are not available in the southern part of the 

campus.  In order to drive forward the academic 

aspiration being articulated by NUI Galway, it will 

be necessary to use greenfield sites in the northern 

campus for these larger developments.

At a future time, more space will be needed for 

these academic clusters, and phased demolition 

of the Corrib Village is a recommended option to 

allow this academic development to take place.  

There are two possible courses of action which NUI 

Galway could take to compensate for this, one of 

which would be to acquire additional land near the 

campus, and build new Student Residences. The 

other route would be to rely on the private sector 

to provide this service.

direct the University’s attention towards potential 

business partnerships with fourth level education, 

and the IDA site could be used to develop this 

potential source of funding.  
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Introduction

Despite the University’s close proximity to the city 

centre the campus is poorly connected by crossing 

points over the River Corrib. The capacity of the 

nearest bridge into the city centre, the historic 

Beggars Bridge, is completely inadequate for the 

volume of vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian traffic 

that now uses this historic  link.  Pedestrian safety 

is severely compromised in this location.

The campus is relatively well served by public 

transport routes but the impact of the private car 

on the campus is significant and the University has 

committed itself through the commissioning and 

implementation of a Mobility Management Plan to 

minimising the use of the private car travelling to 

and within the campus by both staff and students.  

The following section describes movement and 

transportation in both the wider context and 

specific to the campus. 

Access and Movement

Although the Master Plan is primarily concerned with 

the development of the University and associated 

transport framework within the grounds of the 

campus, it is essential the plan is developed taking 

account of the external transport infrastructure 

(existing and future) serving the campus.   

Existing Highway Infrastructure

The campus is situated on the west bank of the 

River Corrib and is bordered by the N59 (Newcastle 

Road) to the west and University Road to the south.  

The campus is dissected by the Quincentennial 

Bridge which forms part of the N6 and is currently 

the main crossing across the River Corrib.  The N59 

forms one of the main radial routes into Galway 

City and links the campus with the City Centre (via 

University Road), the northern environs of the city 

(Bushy Park, Dangan) and towns in the northwest 

of the county (Moycullen and Oughterard).

Routes to and from the campus are likely to 

change significantly in the future with the opening 

of the Galway City Outer Bypass (GCOB), also 

shown indicatively on Figure xxx.  This scheme is 

scheduled for completion by 2010 and will result 

in trips from the west and the east switching from 

the N6 Quincentennial Bridge route to the bypass 

and the N59 radial route.  This significant change 

in travel patterns was taken into account when 

considering future transport provision for NUI 

Galway (particularly Park and Ride).   

In general, the University is well accessed by 

the surrounding road network, although in 

common with most of Galway City Centre, traffic 

congestion results in delays during peak periods.  

This should be relieved considerably with the 

opening of the GCOB.

The campus is currently accessed by six junctions 

for private vehicles, two on University Road, and 

four on Newcastle Road (two on either side of 

the Quincentennial Bridge).  Of the 8,000 two-

way movements made each day just under half 

(45%) are made via the junction on Distillery 

Road.  While this access is substandard, due to 

lane widths and excessive parking on Distillery 

Road, there are plans to provide a new junction 

just north of this location to replace the existing 

one.  The next busiest vehicular access point is the 

original junction that provides direct access to the 

Quadrangle providing for 20% of all car trips.  The 

junction at St Anthony’s just to the north of the 

Quincentennial Bridge currently provides for 18% 

of all car trips.  It is forecast that with the removal 

of temporary car parking on the proposed site of 

the New Engineering Building, together with the 

relocation of this parking stock to a car park at 

the northern boundary of the campus, demand at 

8.5 Movement and transportation

THE VOLUME OF PEDESTRIANS, CYCLISTS
AND VEHICLES ENTERING THE SEPARATE
UNIVERSITY ACCESS POINTS
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this junction will reduce significantly. This will then 

result in a corresponding increase in demand at the 

Corrib Village junction, which currently provides 

for just 4% of all car trips.    

Public transport

Due to its central location the campus is relatively 

well served by city bus routes.  The majority of Bus 

Éireann services heading west from Eyre Square 

pass the entrance to the campus on University 

Road.  This includes services to Rahoon, Salthill, 

Newcastle and Knocknacarra.  These services 

operate at least once an hour throughout the day 

and during peak periods, as shown in Table 5.4.1.   

TABLE 8.5.1   Local Bus Services passing campus

ROUTE SERVICE FREQUENCY
Ballybaan – Eyre Square – Rahoon E very 15 min
Eyre Square – Seacrest – Knocknacarra Every 20 min
Eyre Square – Newcastle Every 30 min
Eyre Square – Rahoon Every 15 min

TABLE 8.5.2   Additional bus services that pass the campus

CNOC AN OÍR -> EYRE SQUARE: MONDAY – FRIDAY

Cnoc An Óir 
08.45 9.10 10.25 10.50 12.05 12.30 
14.45 15.10 16.25 16.50 18.05

Up until recently, City Direct Gaillimh provided a service that ran through the 

campus, although this service has now been terminated.

Other non CIE routes that service the east side of the city continue west via 

University Road adding to the frequency of the buses are shown in Table 5.4.2.  

Rail

Galway’s Ceannt rail station is situated on Eyre 

Square and is serviced by the Galway to Dublin 

route. This route services Athenry, Attymon, 

Woodlawn, Ballinasloe, Athlone and operates 

eight times daily. Bus stops are situated within a 

two minute walk form Ceannt rail station allowing 

users to make use of connecting bus services to 

NUI Galway.  Recent survey data suggests that 

very few trips are made to the University by 

rail although this mode of transport should be 

promoted in the future as part of the campus 

mobility management plan, particularly in relation 

to conferences and events. 

Pedestrians and Cyclists

There are six existing points of entry to NUI Galway 

which are used by pedestrians and cyclists.  The 

trip patterns for pedestrians reflect the draw of 

the city centre, with the access closest to the town 

centre, the Marine Science access on University 

Road, providing for 45% of the 9,000 two-way 

pedestrian trips made on a daily basis.  The existing 

concentration of facilities on the campus south of 

the Quincentennial Bridge is reflected by the fact 

that only 5% of pedestrian trips access the campus 

via the junctions north of the bridge.  

Of the relatively small number of cycle trips to 

the university (1,750 two-way trips) they are 

distributed amongst the six access junctions in 

similar proportions as trips made on foot, with 

34% via the access on University Road the most 

popular and with just 11% accessing the campus 

via the junctions north of the bridge.   Recent 

travel surveys indicate that there are significant 

barriers with respect to journeys to the campus 

by bicycle, with the most common reasons given 

relating to the lack of provision for cyclists on both 

the external network and within the campus.  While 

the total travel demand generated by the campus 

was observed to increase by 53% between the years 

1997 and 2005, it is noticeable that the number of 

cycle trips were observed to decrease by 11%. 
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Traffic level
light traffic heavy traffic

THE VEHICULAR ROUTES
THROUGHOUT THE SITE

Vehicular Circulation

The conflict between vehicular traffic, pedestrians 

and cyclists is a major issue to be addressed by the 

Master Plan. The wide distribution of existing car 

parks throughout the campus requires that vehicle 

routes have a compatible level of penetration.  

The existing network encourages internal travel 

by car with continuous routes providing links to 

the Corrib Village in the north campus with Áras 

Uí Chathail and the Arts Millennium Building in the 

south campus.   Internal vehicle movements directly 

conflict with pedestrian movements at numerous 

key pinch point on the campus where pedestrian 

demand is high: between the Arts concourse and 

the Library; in front of the Quadrangle; the Marine 

Science and the Quadrangle access points; and the 

Orbsen Building to Áras na Gaeilge.    

The internal road network is confusing and several 

routes are duplicated (around the Quadrangle and 

Áras de Brún).

VEHICULAR CIRCULATION
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Traffic level
light traffic heavy traffic

THE PEDESTRIAN ROUTES
THROUGHOUT THE SITE

Pedestrian Circulation

The existing network open to pedestrians throughout 

the campus is relatively comprehensive but the 

routes in the majority of instances are shared with 

vehicular routes. The following points are taken into 

account in formulation of the Master Plan: 

• The existing pedestrian routes vary 
 considerably in quality from segregated 
 footways (between Quadrangle and Library) 
 to routes not initially intended for pedestrian 
 but popular due to natural desire lines (Arts 
 concourse service yard).

• While pedestrian demand between the north 
 and south campus is currently relatively light  
 it will increase considerably as the centre of 
 gravity of the campus moves north.  An 
 assessment of the existing pedestrian routes 
 compared to the locations of the main  
 activity centres highlight the main gaps, both 
 within and to/from the campus.

• A direct link needs to be provided between 
 the Arts Millennium Building and the new  
 Sports Building.

• A direct west to east link needs to be provided 
 through the centre of the southern campus 
 (e.g. from Arts Millennium Building to the 
 Orbsen Building and the Corrib River.

• There is no direct link to city centre  (via 
 bridge on the alignment of the old rail bridge 
 and the waterside).  

• There is a lack of any internal bridge linking  
 the main campus with the Fisheries Fields site.   

PEDESTRIAN CIRCULATION
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mobility management plan recommends a gradual, 

phased reduction in the number of parking spaces 

on the main campus to be measured against the 

success of the Park and Ride facility.

CHARACTER AREA NUMBERS 
OF SPACES

Fisheries Field 32
Belmont 272
Hardiman 137
Orbsen 180
Student and Cultural Centre 38
Distillery 168
Newcastle 222
Moyola 316

TOTAL 1,365
      

CHARACTER AREA NUMBERS 
OF SPACES

Fisheries Field 1
Belmont 2
Hardiman 1
Orbsen 16
Student and Cultural Centre 4
Distillery 1
Newcastle 0
Moyola 5

TOTAL 30
      

DISABLED PARKING SPACES

TOTAL PARKING SPACES 1,395

Parking is a sensitive issue within the University 

which issues a total of around 4,600 parking permits 

to its staff and students each year.  There are also 

xxx pay and display spaces on the campus.  The 

Car Parking

Car parking occupies large areas of the campus. 

Many of these areas are in visually sensitive 

locations and restrict permeability for pedestrians 

and cyclists; these include the car park on College 

PARKING AND ROUTES TO THE PARKING
ARE HAVING ON THE CAMPUS

Green, the car parking around the Quadrangle 

Building and the two large car parks between 

Distillery Road and the Arts Millennium Building 

and adjacent to the proposed Engineering Building. 

The dominance of car parking on the campus is 

demonstrated on figure x.xx and is broken down 

into the following character areas:

Car Parking Areas

Entry Routes to the Carparking

CAR PARKING
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8.6 Planning Considerations

Planning Policy Context.

Introduction

This section will deal with the key strategic 

policy documents which are of relevance to the 

preparation of a Master Plan for National University 

of Ireland, Galway. The relevant documents will be 

dealt with in the following order:

• National Development Plan 2007-2013 (NDP).

• National Spatial Strategy 2002-2020 (NSS).

• Border, Midland & Western Region 
 Development Strategy 2000-2006.

• Regional Planning Guidelines 2004 –  
 West Region.

• City Development Plan 2005-2011.

National Development Plan 2007-2013

Over the next 7 years, the National Development 

Plan 2007-2013 proposes investment of 

some €184 billion in the economic and social  

infrastructure, the enterprise, science and 

agriculture sectors, the  education, training and 

skills base of the population, the environmental 

services and in the social fabric of the society 

that, within a strong and vibrant economy geared 

to meet the challenges of the future, will deliver a 

better quality of life for all.  The Plan will decisively 

tackle economic and social infrastructure deficits 

in areas such as Transport, Energy, Housing, Water, 

Education and Health. This will be mainly funded by 

a significantly enhanced 7-year Central Government 

Capital Envelope of almost €80 billion.

The Plan sets out a strong framework for the 

promotion of Regional development with a 

particular focus on investment in the National 

Spatial Strategy (NSS) Gateway centres. Strong urban 

centres are directly related to regional growth and 

development, affecting employment, incomes and 

quality of life throughout the regions.  The key to 

regional development will be efficient utilisation of 

Plan investment, especially in infrastructure.  To 

further assist the process a Gateway Innovation 

Fund will be established.

Galway is the principal economic and population 

centre in the West Region. Galway has performed 

very strongly throughout the 1980s and 1990s. 

Its population, currently about 75,000, grew by 

17% between 1996 and 2002, the highest of any 

Gateway other than Letterkenny.  Galway City 

and County grew by a further 10.5% to 231,035 

people in 2006. The city’s strengths include a 

good record of economic growth, its third-level 

education facilities, its existing enterprise base, 

its strong tourism industry, and its generally 

attractive location and quality of life.  Development 

challenges include implementing an agreed 

strategic development strategy for the city and 

its wider environs to maintain quality of life and 

competitiveness and tackling traffic congestion, 

better and more compact urban planning and 

further renewal of the city centre.

Lifelong Learning is the guiding principle for 

education and training policy in the context of 

the Lisbon Agenda. Some of the relevant outputs 

under this Priority will be:

• The “continued high investment levels in third 
level infrastructure” with a proposal to deliver “35 
large scale priority projects by the end of 2010 in 
addition to significantly increased investment in 
the further modernisation and expansion of higher 
education infrastructure”;

• To “drive the reform and modernisation of the 
third level sector by enabling institutions to align 
their strategies with national priorities through the 
implementation of the new funding arrangements 
and the impact of major investment under the 
Strategic Innovation Fund”; and

To significantly increase the numbers of high quality 

graduates as well as widening participation in third 

level education. Investment in education, training 

and upskilling, broadly termed as investment in 

human capital, has played a very important role in 

Ireland’s successful economic performance. It has 

provided a well skilled and flexible labour force and 

thereby helped make Ireland a major attraction for 

domestic and foreign enterprises. 

In third level education there has been a sustained 

expansion in the number of places. Over 30,000 

places have been created in the last nine years 

bringing the overall number of full time third level 

students in the 2005/06 academic year to almost 

136,000. Third level participation rates have 

increased substantially in recent years, rising from 

44% in 1997 to 55% in 2004.

National Spatial Strategy 2002-2020

The National Spatial Strategy (NSS) is a twenty-year 

planning framework designed to achieve a better 

balance of social, economic, physical development 

and population growth between regions. Galway 

is designated a ‘Gateway’ in the western region.  

A ‘Gateway’ is defined as having    

“a strategic location, nationally and relative to 

their surrounding areas, and provide national 

scale social, economic infrastructure and 

support services”.

With regard to Galway the NSS states:

“Building on the dynamic role of Galway as 

a gateway and expanding its influence in 

promoting economic activity will be at the heart 

of extending balanced regional development to 

the West region”.

“Galway, with its population catchment, quality 

of life attractions, transport connections and 

capacity to innovate with the support of third 

level institutions, will continue to play the critical 

role which has been essential in activating the 

potential of the region. The challenge now is 

to sustain and broaden this role to strengthen 

other areas”. (NSS Section 4.8, page 87).
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• Educational establishments.

• Places of public worship.

• Community and Cultural Buildings.

• Burial grounds and associated services.

• Outdoor recreational use.

• Accommodation for Travellers.

• Childcare facilities; and

• Public utilities.

Uses which have been identified as contributing to 

the Land Use Zoning Objective dependent on the 

CF location and scale of the proposed development 

are  “additional uses, which are allied to/or 

have established supporting relationship with 

the primary use on lands in the N.U.I. Galway 

campus and considered part of the Strategic Plan 

for N.U.I. Galway 2003-2008”.

A Specific Development Objective which relates 

to lands to which the “CF” Land Use Zoning 

Objective applies is outlined in Section 11.12 of 

the current Galway City Development Plan and  

this dictates that:

“buildings should be designed to high 

architectural standards and reflect their civic 

function” and that “adequate provision within 

the curtilage of the site should be made for  

safe and convenient access for different  

transport modes”.

A specific development Objective for CF lands at 

Fisheries Field (Earls Island) states: 

”The Council will consider the development 

of part of these lands for residential and or 

commercial use of a residential nature, where a 

significant cultural facility is proposed as part 

of the development, subject to other planning 

considerations in particular design standards, 

traffic safety and environmental suitability”. 

RA zoned lands are identified in the Galway City 

Development Plan 2005-2011 as lands which are 

“To provide for and protect recreational uses, 

open space, amenity uses and natural heritage”.

Uses which have been indicated in the current 

Galway City Development Plan as being 

compatible with and which contribute to the 

CF Land Use Zoning Objective are Outdoor 

Recreation. Uses which have been identified as 

contributing to the Land Use Zoning Objective 

dependent on the “CF” location and scale of the 

proposed development are: 

• Development of buildings of a recreational, 
 cultural or educational nature or car parking 
 areas related to and secondary to the primary 
 use of land/water body for outdoor recreation.  
 Public utilities.

• Public utilities.

Specific Objective for RA lands privately owned 

by NUI, Galway comprising 36.98 hectares, but 

not including the strip of land zoned RA located 

between the River Corrib and the University (CF) 

lands states:

“The Council will consider the development of 

these lands for university and related uses 

which are compatible with and contribute to the 

CF zoning objective”.

Planning Issues

The planning issues which arise for the  campus 

relate to traffic management through circulation, 

linkages, parking and entrances; turning the 

campus to face the river while at the same time 

having regard to its position as a cSAC; the impact 

any future development might have on adjacent 

residences; potential of Fisheries Field; acquisition 

of residential properties; and university use of 

former residential property. These principal 

Galway City Development Plan 2005-2011

The statutory development plan, adopted in 

January 2005, pertaining to NUI, Galway is the 

Galway City Development Plan 2005-2011. The 

primary strategic aims of the City Development 

Plan are to:

• Facilitate the future development of Galway 
 City within the strategic framework of the 
 GTPS. A core element of achieving such an 
 aim will involve linking development and 
 public transport;

• Support and promote the development of a 
 high quality transport system within and 
 linking the city; and

Promote balanced, sustainable economic 

development and employment opportunities; 

this will require  “the policies in the plan to be 

flexible enough to accommodate a range of 

employment opportunities in traditional sectors 

which includes retailing, education, offices and 

services as well as the new niche bio-medical 

and information technology industries”.

Zoning Provision

The University has two zoning provisions, which 

consist of:

• CF – Community, Cultural and Institutional Uses.

• RA – Recreational and Amenity Uses.

CF zoned lands are defined in the Galway City 

Development Plan, 2005-2011  as land which  

“provides for and facilitates the sustainable 

development of community, cultural and 

institutional uses and development of 

infrastructure for the benefit of the citizens of 

the city”.

Uses which have been indicated in the current 

Galway City Development Plan as being compatible 

with and which contribute to the CF Land Use 

Zoning Objective are as follows:

• Buildings for the Health, Safety or Welfare of 
 the public.

• Residential Institutions.
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of part of these lands for residential and or 

commercial use of a residential nature, where a 

significant cultural facility is proposed as part 

of the development, subject to other planning 

considerations in particular design standards, 

traffic safety and environmental suitability”.

Development of a Conference Centre, Concert Hall, 

Aula Maxima, Combined Foyer/Exhibition Space 

would conform to this objective. The provision of a 

bar and restaurant would also comply by virtue of 

the fact that they are ancillary to the listed uses.

Adjacent Residential Properties

Any future development on campus must have 

regard to the existing adjacent residential 

properties. This is especially significant on the east 

side of both Newcastle Road Lower and Newcastle 

Road Upper and on Distillery Road/Lane.

Tall Buildings

Galway City Development Plan does not identify 

any appropriate sites for the location of  tall 

buildings. In these circumstances the advice of 

the Residential Density Guidelines is especially  

relevant. The Residential Density Guidelines for 

Planning Authorities, 1999 offer advice in relation 

to appropriate locations for higher buildings. 

They state that:  Higher Buildings, i.e. those which 

are significantly higher than neighbouring or 

surrounding development, incorporating increased 

densities may be appropriate:

• In locations specifically identified in 
 Development Plans as being appropriate for 
 higher buildings.

• In locations close to an expanse of water or 
 public parkland where a building of greater 
 scale is more appropriate or in a central 
 district, town or city centre location where an 
 increase in massing and height in the form of 
 a contemporary and stylish building, could 
 make a positive contribution to the skyline.

As already stated the Galway City Development 

Plan does not identify any sites for the location 

of higher buildings. However, the second point 

listed above states that higher buildings may be 

appropriate in locations close to an expanse of 

water or public parkland. 

Present & Future Projects

Any projects which are currently being assessed 

by the City Council and any future projects which 

are planned for the campus  will be reviewed 

against recommendations made in the Master Plan 

for the University. Projects which are currently in 

the planning system  include the New Engineering 

Building (Pl.Ref. 07/476), the Park and Ride Facility 

(Pl.Ref. 07/475) which are on a request for Further 

Information from the City Council. Future projects 

include the creation of a new entrance on Newcastle 

Road Lower; replacement playing pitches to replace 

those lost to Park and Ride; the Acadamh Project 

and those projects listed as part of the University’s 

Campus of the Future document.

planning issues are listed below. 

• Access/Entrance from surrounding road network.

• Circulation within campus – in particular north 
 to south.

• Density/Plot Ratio.

• Parking – Park & Ride.

• Relationship/Use of public road network  
 for circulation.

• Campus backing onto River Corrib – 
 opportunity to exploit amenity provided by 
 river including riverside walk, parks and 
 potential formal riverside area.

• Create focal points in north campus.

• Future use of Fisheries Field.

• Impact on residential amenities of adjacent 
 properties.

• Residential properties to be acquired.

• Tall Buildings.

• University use of former residential property. 

Access/entrance from surrounding road network:

There are currently six entrances/exits to and from 

the University, two of which are on University Road; 

one (exit only) on Newcastle Road Lower; one on 

Distillery Road; one at St. Anthony’s; one at Corrib 

Village and one at the Dangan Sports Complex. It 

is intended to create a primary entrance/exit at 

Newcastle Road Lower between Distillery Road and 

the Statoil Filling Station, This would also result 

in the restricted use of the Distillery Road as a 

primary entrance/exit.

Circulation within the Campus:

Circulation within the campus is congested at the 

moment due to the number of cars on the campus 

particularly at its southern end. The introduction 

of the Park and Ride facility at the northern end 

of the campus and the further pedestrianisation 

of the southern campus should help to improve 

circulation within the campus.

Density/Plot Ratio

There is no maximum development density or 

site coverage standards outlined in the current 

Galway City Development Plan 2003-2009 for 

development on “CF” zoned lands including the 

NUI Galway campus.  However, as required by the 

Specific Development Objective in Section 11.12 

of the current Galway City Development Plan as 

quoted in the section on Zoning Provision of this 

document, any/all buildings shall be designed to 

very high architectural standards and reflect their 

educational use.

Relationship / Use of Public Road Network 

for Circulation:

The NUI Galway campus is linear with a North – 

South axis. It is bordered by the Newcastle road 

along the entire west boundary and the River 

Corrib on the eastern boundary. The campus 

is transacted by the Eastern Approach Road 

(Quincentennial Bridge).  It is inevitable that there  

will be an intervention between the campus and 

the public road. The University’s objective is to 

minimise this impact and any use of the public 

road by University generated traffic. This is being 

addressed by reducing the number of car park 

locations on the campus. The concentration of car 

parks will therefore reduce trip generation. The 

Park and Ride facility will move a substantial part 

of parking provision to the northern end of the 

campus. The proposed Park and Ride facility will 

be operated on internal circulation routes. It is also 

proposed to restrict the use of Distillery Road as a 

primary entrance/exist to the University. 

Fisheries Field

The current development plan’s objective for 

Fisheries Field states: 

“CF lands at Fisheries Field (Earls Island). 

The Council will consider the development 
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8.7 External Realm / Landscaping Strategy

Boundaries and Entrance Gateways

One of the main objectives of the Master Plan is to 

create a unified campus with defined boundaries 

and perimeters.  The reinforcement of campus 

boundaries will physically demarcate the University 

within a riparian landscape which is becoming 

dominated by the sprawling built environment.

The reinforcement of ownership boundaries and 

the rejuvenation and creation of entrance-ways 

will aim to fashion the University as a dominant 

symbol in the local landscape.  It is envisaged 

that entrance areas will create a warm and inviting 

initial impression for the user which will be carried 

throughout the landscape fabric of the campus. 

Campus gateways should be generous in size 

to incorporate vehicular, bicycle and pedestrian 

access with associated signage and other visual 

cues, for example lighting and sculpture.  Views 

to the campus from the entrance gateways should 

be inviting  and pleasant for the user and the 

onlooker alike.

Information points for both vehicular traffic and 

pedestrians should be included within the confines 

of the University lands but within close proximity 

to each of the entrance gateways.  Legibility of 

the campus is essential and provision of detailed 

information is crucial for the vehicle or bicycle user 

and pedestrian alike.

The existing vehicular entrance on University Road 

providing access to the landmark Quadrangle 

building will be retained at its current location; 

however, it is proposed that this arrival space 

should be reviewed to provide a user-friendly 

space while also capturing the spirit and identity 

of the campus.  The use of natural stone material 

consistent with the striking Quadrangle building 

is advised.  Contrasting and appropriate plant 

material selection should also be given high 

priority.  It is envisaged that traffic at this location 

will be limited somewhat which will assist with 

regard to improving the readability of this space.

Campus Links  

– Pedestrian, Bicycle & Vehicular Traffic

The promotion of a unified campus is a key factor 

of the development of the external realm.  It is 

envisaged that the vehicular links will form the 

‘back-bone’ or structure of the campus.  By adopting 

a sensitive design approach, it is envisaged that 

routes will not dominate the landscape but they will 

aim to serve the campus community and become a 

positive landscape element.

The primary vehicular routes (with associated 

bicycle lanes) are promoted as tree-lined avenues 

which will provide an aesthetic and seasonal 

identity.  To allow for this, adequate space along 

the route alignments will be essential and lands 

should be sterilized from development within 

a reasonable distance.  Standardized elements 

such as road signs, lighting, bus-shelters and 

other street furniture will ensure a consistent and 

moreover an agreeable treatment along main 

vehicular routes.

Pedestrian links throughout the campus will be 

given high priority. It is envisaged that pedestrian 

and vehicular traffic will be separated where 

possible in order to minimize potential conflict.  

The Master Plan proposes that pedestrian priority 

will be given within the main college core where a 

‘shared surface’ concept is proposed.

Primary pedestrian links in general need to be 

functional, directional and free of conflicts within 

the main college core in order to be successful.  At 

all times, safety is a priority and appropriate 

lighting with a scale that is visually fitting 

should be adopted as part of pedestrian 

circulation proposals.
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DEFINITION OF CHARACTER ZONES
WITHIN THE CAMPUS

The finish to be adopted for primary paths 

should be aesthetically pleasing and moreover 

it essential that standard materials used in road 

construction (that have been used in the past) are 

avoided.  Consistent paving materials for primary 

that open spaces will be developed as a ‘string 

of pearls’.  Each open space will be connected by 

routes which will encourage activity whilst also 

providing a memorable and pleasant experience 

for pedestrians.  Open spaces within specific 

character zones will aim to acknowledge the 

particular characteristic through sensitive design.

It is proposed that existing ‘heritage spaces’ are 

retained and enhanced as part of the Master Plan, 

e.g. Quadrangle Courtyard and College Green.  

Upgrading of external finishes within these spaces 

and moreover an improvement of circulation 

patterns will enhance the heritage space in the 

long term.

College Green located to the east of the Quadrangle 

building will be extended as part of the Master Plan 

to include the area which has presently become a 

temporary car-park.  The long term view is that 

these historic spaces will continue to encourage 

gatherings and host collegiate events.

paths are essential throughout the campus, with 

subtle changes being acceptable to reflect and 

enhance defined ‘character areas’ as necessary.

A hierarchy of paths are proposed as part of the 

Master Plan which would range from high priority 

pedestrian routes to tertiary paths, i.e. woodland 

trails or riverside walks.  The tertiary paths are likely 

to be more organic, e.g. meandering around natural 

elements. It is envisaged that the existing riverside 

walk will be retained and enhanced in order to re-

introduce activity along the river-bank and avail of 

riverside views. (Refer to Strategic Objective no. 4).  

Restoration of pedestrian links to and from the City 

is proposed as part of the Master Plan.

Restoration of the existing canal running through 

the campus will form an inviting and moving 

element, where it will be closely associated with an 

enhanced and lively pedestrian route.

Open Space

It is proposed as part of the Master Plan that the 

existing open spaces are largely retained and 

enhanced.  The Master Plan objectives propose 

EXTERNAL REALM
LANDSCAPING STRATEGY
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Preservation of Campus Landscape

The River Corrib meanders along the eastern 

boundary of the campus and forms a dominant 

element in the local landscape.  A Special Area 

of Conservation, Lough Corrib (cSAC – Site Code 

000297), and a National Heritage Area (NHA) occur 

simultaneously to the east of the University.  As 

part of proposals, a sensitive approach should be 

adhered to and contact with the National Parks and 

Wildlife Service is recommended.

As noted in section  6.2 – Landscape History, the 

campus commenced development on the ground 

in 18xx on the former lands of the Belmont Estate.  

Some of the trees present in the Belmont estate are 

still evident today, particularly in the President’s 

Garden.  Due regard should be given to these 

specimens with the development of the campus 

and detailed assessments of these specimens 

should be carried out on an annual basis given 

their close proximity to buildings and their overall 

campus significance.

As part of the Woodland Management Strategy 

(for the St. Anthony’s Campus and the south 

campus), NUI Galway  has given a commitment to 

assessing and managing existing specimen trees 

and adopting replacement planting programmes 

as necessary.

Open Space

Routes

EXISTING ARMS OF  
OPEN SPACE
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8.7.1 Landscape Overview

Overview

The campus landscape began with the acquisition 

of the Belmont Estate in 1846 and has continued 

to develop over the last 160 years.   The built 

environment has transformed the landscape since 

the University’s inception and continues to impact 

on the landscape with the introduction of academic 

buildings and additional ancillary services to meet 

growing demands.

In some cases, the landscape has been given 

high priority and central open spaces have been 

honoured and retained.  Other spaces have been 

enhanced and have developed into positive 

elements within the overall landscape; however, a 

number of ‘left-over’ spaces remain as incidental 

areas which have little or no amenity value.

Historic Core

The historic core boasts a strong built environment 

which includes the Quadrangle Building, the Civil 

Engineering Building, the Old Arts Building, the 

Martin Ryan Institute and Áras de Brún. 

The majestic Quadrangle building dominates the 

historic core and the internal courtyard which was 

upgraded in 1999.  However, the hard landscape in 

juxtaposition to the perimeter of the building has 

been developed with standard road construction 

materials which overall have failed to connect with 

the historic structure.  

The main entrance from University Road is 

generally difficult to manipulate and vehicular 

traffic (including delivery vehicles) are encouraged 

to traverse and park to the front entrance of the 

Quadrangle making the space generally difficult 

for pedestrians to manoeuvre and engage with 

college heritage.  Varied amounts of street 

furniture (lighting, signage, flower bowls, bins, 

etc) now dominate the space and although their 

inclusion was to provide clarity, this has added to 

the existing difficulty of reading this space.

The College Green is located to the east of the 

Quadrangle Building.  This green space is dominated 

by existing vegetation which enhances the space 

and forms a defined boundary edge.  Apart from 

the main pedestrian route between the Martin 

Ryan Institute and the Quadrangle, there is little to 

encourage the user into the green space given that 

circulation patterns at this location are limiting.

The former tennis courts located in the northern 

section of College Green are now used as a 

temporary car-park.  As well as loosing the space 

to vehicular parking, this is also encouraging a large 

number of vehicles within the historic core which 

reduces the quality and amenity value of the space.
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Southern Campus  

– (South of N6 – National Primary Route)

Given the pressures on land for development, 

the built environment has come to dominate this 

location and the character of the open spaces that 

remain has derived generally from being ‘left-

over’ spaces.

The largest open space to the east stretches along 

the River Corrib; however, the space is dominated 

by a service route and given that the built 

environment does not engage with the landscape/

river, this space is under utilised and the amenity 

value of the river has not been fully exploited.  

A river walkway exists at this location, but it is 

under-utilised at this point given that desire links 

are orientated towards the campus core. 

A number of courtyards exist within the Arts/

Science Building which are now generally used 

as informal smoking zones.  These spaces have 

become vessels for air conditioning units and 

other elements for the adjoining laboratories.  Gas 

tanks and other storage units are visible along 

the southern end of the Arts/Science Building 

and have come to dominate this space making it 

visually unappealing.

Car-parking dominates the space particularly 

to the east of the Sports Building (under 

construction), south-east of the Orbsen Building 

and to the north of the Arts Millennium Building.  

The car-park layouts in general are of standard 

construction and lack a cohesive design strategy.  

These car-parks are generally ‘open’ to the public 

and tend to dominate the character of the space 

where they exist.

Similar to the historic core, standard road 

construction materials (including lighting) have 

been used for primary pedestrian routes within the 

college core and there is little definition between 

service roads and pedestrian circulation resulting 

in poor legibility and clarity of the space.  

Moyola Campus and Dangan

(North of N6 – National Primary Route)

The Moyola Campus has been subject to a number 

of recent developments including Áras Moyóla and 

the Cairnes Building extension; however, much 

of the existing vegetation has been retained at 

this location.  Temporary car-parks dominate the 

space; however, these will be upgraded with the 

introduction of the New Engineering Building.

The materials in close proximity to the academic 

buildings have adopted a campus design code with 

regard to paving materials; however, the primary 

pedestrian links vary with regard to surface 

material and require improvement as part of the 

campus design code.

As one moves northwards through Corrib 

Village, it is evident that this zone is dominated 

by car-parking which is  located along the main 

route.  In terms of the public realm, standard 

building materials have been used with regard 

to footpaths and edging which has resulted in 

a somewhat ‘tired’ look.  The pedestrian links 

to the main Corrib Village entrance are generally 

unfinished which reflects poorly on the landscape 

in this location.

The lands become less developed as one move 

northwards to the sports pitches at Dangan.  

Further improvements with regard to pedestrian 

circulation and establishing University identity at 

main entrances are advised.
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8.8 Sports Facilities

The University’s sports facilities are concentrated in 

the north of the campus in Dangan. In this location 

there are currently 10 natural grass playing pitches 

located adjacent to the River Corrib as well as 

changing rooms.  The Sports Centre, Áras na Mac 

The sports facilities in Dangan have no direct 

vehicular access from the University, and are 

separated from the main body of the campus by 

Corrib Village, a large area of wetland and the IDA 

Business Park. The only direct link is the remnants 

of the disused Clifden Railway Line forming a 

riverside route for pedestrians and cyclists. Despite 

this degree of separation from the sports facilities, 

the University has 41 active sports clubs and a 

vibrant sports scene. 

The University has a small number of sports 

facilities outwith Dangan including the tennis 

courts on College Green and a single tennis court 

in Corrib Village. These isolated facilities are 

seldom used, especially the courts in the Green 

which function as a car park for the majority of 

the year. As one would expect the University has 

a strong affinity with the water and its dedicated 

water sports facility is located adjacent to the 

Corrib Boat Club near the University’s Students’ 

Union. Meanwhile, the University’s new Sports 

Building is nearing completion on the southern 

side of the Quincentennial Bridge and this forms 

a flagship development alongside a proposed new 

University entrance and landscaped park.

The University recently commissioned a Master 

Plan for the sports area in Dangan which proposes 

to reorganise the sports pitches and also proposes 

a relocated water sports centre. The University’s 

mobility management plan proposes a Park and 

Ride facility on the other side of the IDA Business 

Park, a short distance from the Sports Area, but this 

does not include any direct vehicular connection as 

part of its proposals. 

The sports area in Dangan would benefit from 

better integration to the main campus.

Léinn, opened in 1996, forms the centre of sporting 

activity on the southern campus, accommodating 

two sports halls, two squash courts, two handball/

racquetball courts, sauna and climbing wall as well 

as changing facilities.1

2

3

4

5
6

7 8

9

SPORT FACILITIES

1. Soccer Pitch

2. Rugby Pitch

3. Synthetic Pitch

4. Track & Field Pitch

5. Hurling Pitch

6. Gaelic Pitch

7. Juvenile/Camogie Pitch

8. Tennis Courts

9. ?



106 107

8.9 Density of Existing Campus

The current City Development Plan recommends 

a maximum plot ratio of 2.0 within Galway City 

Centre. When compared to development precedents 

set in other Irish cities such as Dublin and Cork, 

the density of Galway is relatively low.

The density and heights of buildings within the 

campus  vary considerably from area to area but 

are still very low even in the context of Galway. 

The historic core, including the Quadrangle, is 

formally laid around the College Green but heights 

are within the range of two to three stories and 

the floor plates of these buildings are restricted. 

There are a number of development opportunities 

within this area which would increase its current 

low density whilst still respecting the provenance 

of its historic buildings.  

The expansion of the University in the 1960s 

and 1970s continued the precedent of low rise 

development in the form of the Arts Science Building 

albeit incorporating a small number of taller 

elements. The large footprint and architecturally 

imposing style of this building has made it difficult 

for the integration of subsequent developments 

which has had a negative impact on density within 

the central belt of the campus.

Later developments have been of a higher 

density and height most notably Áras Moyola, the 

Cairnes Building (which is an excellent example 

of a sensitive integration between a protected 

structure and a new intervention), the Sports 

Building and the proposed Engineering Building, 

the Orbsen Building, and the Information 

Technology building. These buildings have not 

been developed as part of an overall design 

framework and consequently there are physical 

gaps and omissions within the southern campus 

where development could be exploited. 

low density high density

DENSITY OF EXISTING
CAMPUS



108 109

8.10 Irish at the University

NUI Galway’s close proximity to the Connemara 

Gaeltacht, the largest Irish-speaking area in 

the country, provides a unique dimension to the 

campus. The regular use of the Irish language is an 

established part of social and academic life, while 

the city and university reflect the rich cultural 

ambience of a bilingual environment. 

The Irish language has a unique position in National 

University of Ireland, Galway. Firstly, the University 

had until recently a responsibility under legislation 

of 1929 to employ members of staff who were 

competent to fulfil the duties of their posts through 

Irish, as long as they were fully qualified in every 

way for those posts. Under revised legislation, 

the University is currently changing to amended 

appointment procedures which give appropriate 

recognition to the need for competenece in the 

Irish language in certain posts.

Secondly, the Strategic Plan included the objective 

that NUI Galway will provide an exemplary bilingual 

campus through creative organised developments 

in academic programmes and in work practices 

and through providing the physical and social 

environment that will suit that objective. 

It’s not just responsibility for the language that 

drives the University. Certain courses are taught 

through Irish in the Arts, Science and Commerce 

Faculties. A lot of the University’s administration 

is done through Irish and the language is often 

heard in the common rooms and in the hobbies 

and entertainment rooms in the University. 

The University’s Bord na Gaeilge has responsibility 

for promoting the Irish language in every aspect 

of University life. There is a new building in the 

university, which was built with the financial 

support of the National Lottery, and this building 

– Áras na Gaeilge – acts as a Gaeltacht in itself 

for the university community. Scoil na Gaeilge 

(the Department of Irish) and part of Acadamh na 

hOllscolaíochta Gaeilge are situated here. 

The University holds a valuable resource in the 

Conamara Gaeltacht, Áras Mháirtín Uí Chadhain in 

An Cheathrú Rua as well as An tIonad Oideachais 

agus Cultúir in Carna – where courses, classes, 

parties and other events take place as part of an 

acquisition and preservation programme for the 

Irish language in order to strengthen and promote 

the language in the Gaeltacht community and 

amongst the staff of the public institutions which 

serve the Gaeltacht.

In July 2005, NUI Galway prepared Scéim na 

hOllscoile under section 11 of the Official Languages 

Act 2003.  The main aim of the scheme is to expand 

the provision of Irish language services in the 

University in academic and administrative areas 

and in general services.  On the completion of this 

first three year Scheme (October 2008), a service 

through the medium of Irish will be provided to the 

public in thirteen specific areas of the University’s 

operations.  This initiative is central to the creation 

of an exemplary bilingual campus in NUI Galway.  
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8.11 Evolution of the Campus / Ages of Existing Buildings

Established in 1845 as Queen’s College Galway, NUI Galway has developed 

into one of Ireland’s foremost centres of academic excellence. Much of today’s 

campus, however, was developed only relatively recently in the University’s 

history. As figure xx shows, the physical evolution of the campus was very slow 

during the formative years of the University until the 1960s when a significant 

period of expansion led to a dramatic increase in student numbers. Realising 

that it had to expand to meet the demands of this rapid growth, the University 

commissioned its first Master Plan in 1968. Eventually published in 1977, the 

Master Plan, summarily updated in 1997, has dominated the layout of the 

campus for the past three decades. This Scott Tallon Walker Masterplan was the 

first time the University had commissioned or had the need to commission a 

physical Master Plan for the development of the campus since the development 

of its historic core anchored by the symbolic Quadrangle Building. 

The following is a list of major developments commissioned by the University 

during its history. It demonstrates three distinct periods of expansion in the 

development of the campus: the original establishment of the University, the 

period of rapid growth in the 1960s and, after a short period, a re-emergence 

of growth leading to the present day:

BUILDING PERIOD OF 
DEVELOPMENT

      

Quadrangle Building
1849-1859Bank of Ireland Theatre

Earls Island-Water sports

Business and Public Policy

1930-1939
Education Department
Huston School of film and digital media
Irish centre for human rights

Anatomy
1950-1959

Aras De Brun

Civil Engineering 

1960-1969

Block M Eduaction
National Diagnostic Centre
Aras Ui Chathail
Fish Tanks
Pharmacology
Geology
O’Toole’s House
O’Kelly’s House
Health Promotion Kyne’s house
Languages St.Declans

BUILDING PERIOD OF 
DEVELOPMENT

      

Arts building(Scott Tallon and Walker)
1970-1979

Hardiman Library

Wind Tunnel and Transport Lab
1980-1989

Library Store

Corrib Village 

1990-1999

Aras na gaeilge
Aras Failte
Block S
Aras MacLeinn
Martin Ryan Marine Science Institute
Archeology
Biochemistry
Riverside Terrapin
Businees School Extension
Block T prefab-Distillery Road
Sports Pavilion Dangan

Arts Millennium Building

2000-2007
Martin Ryan Marine Science Institute
Orbsen Building
Science and Engineering Technology
Aras Moyala

1849-1859

1950-1959

1970-1979

1990-1999

1930-1939

1960-1969

1980-1989

2000-2007

AGES OF EXISTING BUILDINGS

Established in 1845 as Queen’s College Galway, NUI Galway has developed into one of Ireland’s 

foremost centres of academic excellence. Much of today’s campus, however, was developed 

only relatively recently in the University’s history. As figure xx shows, the physical evolution 
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8.12 Protected Structures / Buildings of Significance / National Monuments
        Conservation Areas / Archaeological and Ecological Sites of Significance

The age of the University and its proximity to 

the historic City of Galway has resulted in a 

significant number of buildings  on and around the 

campus which have been recognised as protected 

structures. The conservation and integration of 

these buildings and structures on the campus is an 

ongoing concern of the University.  The following 

is a list of the designated protected structures, 

national monuments and archaeologically 

important areas in and around the campus which 

are highlighted on figure xx:

Dangan Lower
• Summer house

• Ecclesiastical building

• Barrow

• Ringfort

• 19th century Ice House

Earls Island
• Boat Club

Fisheries Field
• Remains of Lime Kiln

Newcastle Upper
• No.30 Former Franciscan College.

Newcastle Lower
• Cashel

• Library 

• Abstract Metal Sculpture

• Arts Block

• Former Nurses House

Nuns Island
• Former Mills

University Road
• Stone mullioned of St. James Chapel, 1510

• Carved Stone British Coat of Arms dated 1812 
 removed from court house.

• Quadrangle Building.

• Martin Ryan Institute

• Civil Engineering Block

• Department of Education Block

The campus is located on the bank of the River 

Corrib, within a designated special area of 

conservation that includes Lough Corrib and the 

natural environment of Galway Bay. Specifically 

designated natural conservation and ecologically 

important areas of the campus are listed  

as follows:

• Special area of conservation in northern 
 campus.

• Wetlands in northern campus.



114 115

8.14 Services Strategy

Awaiting Information from NUI Galway

All new buildings will aspire to achieve the 

equivalent of BREEAM ‘excellent’ rating.  The use 

of renewable energy sources will be adopted where 

possible on a building-by-building basis.  The 

form of the development proposed is intended to 

exploit natural ventilation and maximise the use of 

natural daylight while providing flexible space that 

will be adaptable to future uses.  New buildings 

and best practice approaches which will improve 

the overall carbon performance of the Estate.

8.13 Development Potential of the Campus

The existing layout of the southern campus allows for 

the sympathetic integration of future development 

in a number of ways. Some of the existing building 

stock has either become redundant or has outlived 

its usefulness to the University, or its location is in 

a strategically important area which would be more 

suitable for a higher density of development, or 

the buildings are temporary structures which were 

never intended to be permanent. These buildings 

need to be replaced with new development.

The other areas for development are spaces 

between buildings and areas of undefined open 

space. The urban character of the southern 

campus would be strengthened by the addition of 

development within these areas.

The northern campus can be divided broadly 

into five areas: the area immediately north of the 

Quincentennial bridge, the Corrib Village, the large 

expanse of rolling pastureland and wetland, the 

IDA Business Park and the sports area in Dangan. 

Future development in the sports facility and the 

area of St Anthony’s college is already underway as 

part of the Campus of the Future programme. The 

University owns a number of buildings within the 

IDA Business Park but at this stage the University 

does not envisage significant redevelopment of this 

part of the campus. This leaves the development 

opportunities of Corrib Village and the area of 

open space between it and the IDA Business Park. 

The student residences of Corrib Village are a 

low density arrangement of two storey buildings. 

The layout of the buildings is an obstacle to 

permeability through the campus and the building 

typology is not consistent with the development in 

the campus in this direction. There are therefore 

significant development opportunities offered 

within this area.

The open area to the immediate north of the 

Corrib Village offers significant development 

opportunities but there are restrictions in 

relation to the suburban nature of its context to 

the west, the environmental restrictions of the 

special area of conservation and the ecologically 

sensitive wetlands, as well as the existing tree 

belts and natural stone walls which typify this 

area. Nonetheless, this area would provide the 

University with a valuable land resource should the 

future development of the campus require it.

The planned growth of the University must reinforce 

the existing character areas of the campus. 
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WATERWAYS 8.15 Waterways

Galway is strategically located at the mouth of the 

River Corrib to the bay which takes its name and 

out to the Atlantic Ocean. The river connects the 

city to the nearby Lough Corrib, which is one of 

the largest freshwater lakes in Ireland. Water has 

defined and sustained the city for centuries and is 

also an integral part of the University. The campus 

forms the western edge of the river starting at 

Dangan, opposite Menlo Castle and finishing at 

Fisheries Field. The linear nature of the campus, 

which is only xx metres wide at its widest point, 

reducing to xx metres at the proposed Engineering 

Building, embraces the river for a distance of xx 

miles accounting for 33% of its total length. The 

relatively flat topography of the campus and dense 

vegetation on the riverbank prevent views of the 

river from certain parts of the campus.

Despite its close proximity, the river has not 

sufficiently influenced the layout of buildings or 

the orientation of open spaces on the campus. 

The amenity potential provided by the river has 

not been fully exploited in the layout of pedestrian 

routes and cycle ways on the campus. The river 

is the most identifiable feature of the campus. It 

provides a potential for both active and passive 

recreation and amenity. The low lying edge to the 

river allows uninterrupted views of the campus 

from the east. The most recent development 

of the campus neither takes advantage of this 

amenity nor does it provide a suitable built edge 

overlooking the river.

The following is a list of the principal waterways 

in and around the campus: 

1. The River Corrib

2. The main canal parallel to the Arts/Science 

Building, culverted first under Distillery Road and 

later under the Eglinton Canal just before it dissects 

Fisheries Field 

3. The short stretch of canal running parallel to the 

new Sports Building which is part culverted along 

its length and discharges into the River Corrib 

4. The network of canals running through and 

bounding Fisheries Field / Earls Island, which 

includes the Eglinton Canal and , running under it, 

the canal mentioned in point 2 above.

5. Waterways also exist on the northern campus 

in the open area between Corrib Village and the 

IDA Business Park.

The river is the most identifiable feature of the 

campus. It provides a potential for both active 

and passive recreation and amenity. The low lying 

edge to the river allows uninterrupted views of 

the campus from the east. The development of 

the campus has, historically, often failed to take 

advantage of this amenity and it does not provide 

a suitable built edge overlooking the river. The 

built form of the University viewed from the river 

lacks coherence.
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8.16 Wider Context

Views and Vistas.

The eastern edge of the campus, fronting onto the River Corrib, provides an opportunity for the 

University to exploit a prominent frontage viewed from the wider context of the city.

Building. The new Sports Building presents its 

metal clad rear elevation onto the road as the 

bridge crosses the campus and there is a lack of 

any conspicuous direct access to the campus from 

the Quincentennial Bridge for pedestrians. The 

proposed Engineering Building will dramatically 

change the perception of the campus from this 

crossing point as will the development of the 

riverside walk.

The visual impact of the campus viewed from 

Beggars Bridge is limited by its oblique view 

from the crossing point, the Salmon Weir and 

the undeveloped site of the Fisheries Field. The 

prominent location of the Fisheries Field site 

would suit the development of a landmark building 

that would significantly improve the impact of 

the University from the river. Civic improvements 

outwith the realm of the campus, including the 

addition of pedestrian walkways on either side 

of the bridge and a new pedestrian and bicycle 

bridge continuing the riverside walk, would also 

increase the visual impact of the University as well 

as providing an amenity to the city.

The best views from the University are not 

surprisingly orientated towards the river and 

are enhanced by the natural environment of the 

riverbank on both sides, incorporating views 

towards historic structures on the opposing bank. 

Some views are restricted by the dense riverbank 

vegetation of the special area of conservation in 

parts of the northern campus.

The University has a limited frontage onto its 

western boundary which is lined for its most part 

with privately owned two storey dwellings. A high 

stone wall forms the boundary around the historic 

core of the University which prevents awareness of 

the University in this location. 

VIEWS AND VISTAS

The Quincentennial Bridge provides reasonable 

views but the landscaping and visual impact 

of the campus is poor and is dominated by the 

imposing form of the Arts Science Building and 

the conspicuous services on top of the Orbsen 

The opportunity for views from the under 

developed opposing bank is restricted, which 

limits the main potential for views of the campus 

to the two crossing points of the Quincentennial 

Bridge and Beggars Bridge nearest the city centre. 
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9.0 STUDENT NUMBERS AND SPACE ALLOCATION
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The dominant feature in any historical review of 

the University’s student population is the  huge 

increase in numbers which began in the nineteen 

sixties and has only recently begun to subside.  

The participation rate of students entering third 

level education in Ireland was approximately 

11% of school leavers in 1965.  This proportion 

dramatically rose to 53% in 2003, representing an 

annual increase in student numbers of about 2% 

per annum.  Although the underlying causes of this 

nationwide surge in student population were not 

foreseen, there is now a clear understanding of the 

cultural and economic changes which fuelled this 

sustained period of growth in third level education.  

This rate of increase is unlikely to continue, and it 

is generally accepted that further increase in the 

student population in Ireland will continue in the 

medium term to be at a significantly lower level than 

in previous years.  The HEA provide information 

to Universities to inform future planning for 

9.1 Student population growth

9.0 STUDENT NUMBERS AND SPACE ALLOCATION

university places, and from this data NUI Galway 

have estimated much lower levels of increase over 

the next ten years

GRAPH  Awaiting data requested from NUI Galway

It has been estimated that in the next ten years 

the maximum growth of full time undergraduate 

students at NUI Galway will not exceed 1,000, with 

most gains being made in new or niche programmes 

together with proportionately greater increases in 

medical students.  The increase in postgraduate 

students will be proportionately higher, and likely 

to double in number in a five to six year period in 

line with government policy, with an emphasis on 

increasing the number of PhD students.  Particular 

departments identified by NUI Galway as areas 

of excellence may be developed at a higher than 

average rate.

It is important to recognise that anticipated 

growth rates are open to change and to allow 

for these in the Master Plan framework.  The 

previous Master Plan published in 1977 considered 

growth beyond 6,000 Full Time Equivalent (FTE) 

students to be unlikely.  Student numbers reached 



124 125

Sequencing the evolution of campus development 

will clearly depend on academic needs and 

available resources, and freedom of action will 

be needed by NUI Galway in a flexible Master Plan 

strategy for accommodating an increasing number 

of students in the constantly changing educational 

environment of the future.  Recommendations have 

been made elsewhere in the Master Plan report that 

full use ought to be made of the re-development 

opportunities in the southern campus before 

opening up the northern campus for development, 

although it is recognised that some projects will 

require greater space than is available in one site 

in the southern campus.

The purpose of the student numbers and space 

allocation exercise is to arrive at a reasonable 

correlation between buildings and land in terms 

of planning densities appropriate to the different 

character precincts in the campus.  Other areas 

STUDENTS / full-time NUMBERS
Undergraduate degree 8,585
Non-graduate diploma 33
Postgraduate degree – research 722
Postgraduate degree – taught 1,077
Postgraduate diploma 804
Visiting 657
TOTAL 11,878

STUDENTS / part-time NUMBERS
Distance education degree 86
Other undergraduate degree 705
Non-graduate diploma 1,207
Postgraduate degree – research 59
Postgraduate degree – taught 531
Postgraduate diploma 104
Non-graduate certificate 46
Visiting 18
TOTAL 2,756

EXAMINATION ONLY 369
ERASMUS 339
OVERALL TOTALS 15,342

STUDENT NUMBERS / COURSES FOR ACADEMIC 
YEAR 2005 / 6

Most university facilities are located on the main 

campus stretching from Earls Island to the sports 

fields in Dangan.  Other university facilities are 

located at Carna and Carraroe in County Galway 

(Marine and Atmospheric Research installations 

and spoken Irish centres), Carron and Finnevara in 

County Clare (Environmental and Marine Research), 

Nuns Island (most elements of the College of 

Engineering are located in a number of buildings 

there whose use is to be discontinued, with staff 

9.2.1 Campus and other NUI Galway properties

ELEMENT AREA
LAND BUILDINGS

Main campus (excluding Dangan IDA Business Park) 105 hectares check 121,533 sq/m  check
Carna and Carraroe 25.87 hectares check 4,788 sq/m  check
Carron and Finnevara 1.02 hectares check 429 sq/m  check

Nuns Island, Dangan Business Park, Ballard House, 
and Ghaoth Dóbhair in Galway n/a 3,755 sq/m  check

UCH Clinical Science Building n/a 4,943 sq/m  check
Dangan IDA Business Park n/a 1,050 sq/m  check
TOTAL 131,89 hectares check 146,994 sq/m  check

united in a proposed new Engineering Building on 

the campus north of the N6), the Dangan Business 

Park, and the Clinical Science Institute (Medical 

facility) in UCH.  Below is a breakdown of land and 

building area currently used by NUI Galway.

approximately double this expected upper limit 

in recent times, and this clearly demonstrates the 

need for flexibility in planning for the future.  An 

approach has therefore been taken which would 

allow a phased programme of development for 

the campus, exploiting ‘brownfield’ sites in the 

built-up southern campus as a priority, together 

with looking at the potential for longer term 

development of the northern campus up to the 

sports areas in Dangan.  

of the Master Plan report look at the general 

disposition of development opportunities, 

spaces between buildings, and other issues 

arising from the general propositions considered 

in this section. 
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While there are various predictions for the future 

of the higher education system, it is generally 

accepted that universities and other establishments 

in the higher education sector will continue to be 

the main providers of advanced learning, and that 

teaching environments will largely remain ‘actual’ 

rather than ‘virtual’.  It is anticipated that electronic 

or remote methods of teaching and learning 

will continue to increase, without supplanting 

social contact teaching. Developing technologies 

will allow the use of student-led and ‘blended’ 

learning, but the reality that face-to-face sessions 

will continue to play a significant role in education 

has been generally accepted.  

Breaking down barriers between academic 

disciplines and enlarging the links between 

cognate learning areas are current themes in 

evolving educational systems, and NUI Galway 

current reorganisation of academic structures 

reflects this.  Facilitation of cross-discipline 

9.2.2 Planning for future

symbiotic relationships by arrangement of spaces 

and buildings is being seen as a way of giving 

form to these educational developments, and NUI 

Galway will wish to implement the latest thinking 

in campus developments in order to be able to 

benefit academically, and also to be able to attract 

the best staff and students.

The disproportionate increase in postgraduate 

facilities is a response to government’s recognition 

of the future in this area.  Development of fourth 

level education is universally a current trend, 

and goes hand-in-hand with the formation of 

mutually beneficial relationships with the scientific 

business world. 

Reductions in space requirements in one academic 

area are likely to be offset by increased demand in 

others, and it is anticipated that flexibility of space 

will become a more important characteristic in the 

campus of the future.

The historical method for predicting space needs 

in Higher Education Institutions has been the space 

norm, an allowance of non-residential space per 

student, with varying values per academic faculty, 

and its intended use was limited to indicative 

planning on a macro scale.  The appropriateness of 

using one system of values for general application 

came into question following the growth and 

diversification of the UK educational environment 

in the 1990s, and it is now accepted that various 

factors, many of which specifically relate to the 

individual institution, need to be taken into account 

in setting an area allowance per student.  

An analysis of student / staff numbers related to 

faculty and space use in the University is currently 

being planned by NUI Galway, and this will not 

be available until after submission of the Master 

Plan report.  Assumptions are therefore made 

to approximate the total number of Full Time 

Equivalent (FTE) students and also to establish an 

9.2.3 Space estimates and future development

average space norm per student for the purpose of 

estimating future NUI Galway student capacities.    

The total number of FTE students is estimated 

from the following:

• The last academic year for which student 
 numbers are available is 2005 / 6.

• The total number of students was 15,342  
 of which 11,878 are full-time and 2,756  
 are part-time.

• Therefore total FTE students = 11,878  
 full-time students plus say 0.3 (assumed  
 factor representing proportionate use of 
 facilities) x 2,756 = 827.   11,878 + 827  
 = 12,700 total FTE student

The average space norm is estimated from  

the following:

• The current NUI Galway average space norm is 
 between 11 and 12 sq/m per FTE student.

• The current average Irish space norm is about 
 10% below the international standard according 
 to the Kelly Report.

• NUI Galway reports an area shortfall of 
 (adequate) accommodation for the current 
 number of students.

• Areas of excellence likely to be increased in 
 capacity are scientific, and applicable space 
 norms are higher than the current average.

• Efficient space management will increase 
 space utilisation and will reduce the average 
 space norm. 

An assumed average space norm of 13.5sq/m is 

adopted.  This takes into account the above factors, 

and sets the average space norm between the 

current average space norm and the recommended 

science space norm.

It is important to note that the predictive Master Plan 

association between space and student numbers is 

not intended to be used for any purpose other than 

to inform broad brush propositions appropriate to 

the scale and nature of the Master Plan exercise.  
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Context

As is to be expected in a university which came 

into being in the middle of the 19th century, 

there is an ongoing programme for reconciling 

evolving academic requirements with the gradual 

obsolescence of existing facilities.  In the older 

buildings, a number of factors have to be 

constantly reviewed and these include dilapidation, 

appropriateness of room sizes for current teaching 

methods, fragmented departmental spaces, non-

compliance with current building codes, health 

risks, running costs, architectural quality, etc.  

Some temporary buildings on campus have long 

outlived their intended life, and need to be replaced.  

The Kelly Report (Review and Prioritisation of 

Capital Projects in the Higher Education Sector 

– 2004) surveyed the problem of disproportionate 

obsolescence in existing Higher Education building 

stock, and made specific recommendations on 

investment, some of which are in the process of 

being implemented at NUI Galway.  The Campus 

9.2.4 Development opportunities

of the Future document published by NUI Galway 

describes projects forming part of the ongoing 

programme of developments, and these are being 

run separately from the Master Plan.

Southern campus

The following considerations are relevant in the 

identification of development opportunities in 

the southern campus:

• Appropriateness of maximum development in 
 southern campus ‘brownfield sites’ considered 
 beneficial due to positive sustainability outcomes.

• Development of the southern campus resulting 
 in increased density and compactness 
 considered appropriate as this is an extension 
 of city centre properties.

• Condition and quality of existing buildings 
 in potential development locations, preference 
 being given to areas in which existing 
 buildings are inadequate to meet current and 
 future requirements.

• Architectural appropriateness for development, 
 each location being considered unique and 
 individually evaluated for improvement by 
 addition of new buildings.

• Size and shape of development areas, 
 preference being given to sites which allow 
 aggregation of area for development.

Northern Campus

The following considerations are relevant in the 

identification of development opportunities in 

the northern campus:

• Large buildings or groups of buildings 
 which need to be on a single site, and cannot 
 be accommodated in the southern campus, 
 will need to be located on the northern campus.

• Development potential in the northern campus 
 has been tested in relation to plot ratio.  The 
 plot ratio for development is open to review, 
 and in the absence of clear precedent, a range 
 of plot ratios has been considered.  

• Possible heritage issues arising from 
 archaeological remains may limit the 
 development potential of the northern campus.

• Ecological and archaeological issues not yet 
 identified may limit the development potential 
 of the northern campus.

• The future of the Corrib Village student 
 residences needs to be evaluated as part 
 of a separate study, but the potential of this 
 site for future academic development may 
 be too important to ignore, and the area of 
 the residences has been included in the 
 maximum possible academic campus site 
 development scenario as shown in table X below.

Northern campus

plot ratio options / commentary

0.5 This plot ratio is slightly higher than the 

existing plot ratio of the southern campus at 

the present time, and could be considered to 

be in proportion with a low rise domestic scale 

of development.  This density would allow open 

spaces between buildings, maintain a rural feel 

to the area, and subject to the designed layout, 

facilitate optimum views over the Corrib and allow 

the penetration of riverside open spaces into the 

campus. This plot ratio would represent a low 

density of development.

1.0 This plot ratio is higher than the proposed 

plot ratio for the southern campus (including the 

maximum development potential), and could be 

considered to be the highest recommended density 

in proportion with the adjacent low rise domestic 

scale of development of the upper Newcastle 

Road.  This density would allow some open spaces 

between buildings, and subject to the designed 

layout, facilitate optimum views over the Corrib 

and allow the penetration of riverside open spaces 

into the campus.

1.5 This plot ratio is higher than in any 

developed part of the southern campus.  In the 

event that the low student population forecasts 

are accurate, a high density would only be 

useful in the northern campus in the long term.  

There are no statutory limits on plot ratio in the 

parts of the northern campus being considered 

for development, provided that buildings are 

designed to sufficiently high architectural 

standards and reflect their civic function.
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The southern campus should be optimally 

developed to the maximum recommended density. 

In theory, this will more than accommodate the 

predicted ten year increase in student numbers, as 

shown on table X below, although in practice, there 

may be other unknown factors which influence future 

balancing of accommodation with increased student 

numbers.  Future estate management measures 

including efficient space utilisation will become 

integral parts of the development strategy to ensure 

that the value of space gains is fully realised.

Development of the northern campus should 

be undertaken, if possible, after development 

opportunities in the southern campus have been 

exhausted.  The exception to this would be large 

developments which cannot be accommodated 

in the southern campus because of inadequate 

size and disposition of available sites.  These 

developments should be located in the northern 

campus as and when they are required. 

9.2.5 Recommendations

Exploitation of the northern campus should 

be organised so that early developments are 

concentrated in higher density pockets with 

significant spaces between buildings for later 

development.  Spaces between buildings could 

be enjoyed as natural amenities until they are 

required in the longer term, provided projections 

of low short to medium term student population 

increases are correct.  For a plot ratio of 1.0 to be 

achieved as an ultimate maximum density, three 

to four storey building heights may be required in 

order to maintain open spaces between buildings 

and retain the ‘string of pearls’ circulation concept.  

This would also allow penetration of the riverside 

areas deep into the heart of the campus.  This 

approach would lend itself to phased development, 

where the need for new facilities would be likely to 

be spread over a longer period of time.  

Maximum theoretical development potential in 

the northern campus should be considered in 

relation to possible archaeological, heritage, and 

ecological issues which could arise in the future.  

Whether or not the maximum development potential 

of the northern campus could be achieved remains 

subject to a number of unknowns, and it may be 

prudent to actively pursue long term acquisition 

opportunities in other locations for reasons given 

elsewhere in this report.

Student residences in the Corrib Village will 

revert to the university in the next few years, 

and subject to a cost benefit analysis on the 

continuing future use of these residential 

buildings – and a review on the availability of 

Section 50 properties for student rent in the city 

– the space occupied by the Corrib Village should 

be considered for future use as part of phased 

academic development. 

 The NUI Galway forecast for student population 

over the next ten years is in the order of 2,200 

additional students.  From Master Plan analysis 

described elsewhere, this number of additional 

students could theoretically be accommodated in 

the southern campus without further development 

of the northern campus.  For this to be attempted, 

the design of new buildings and deployment of 

estate management systems would need to be 

expertly applied in order to prevent space gains 

being offset by planning and space utilisation 

inefficiencies.  However, forecasting is not an exact 

science, and development of the northern campus 

could be undertaken at any time if necessary.

In future, as changes and developments occur 

in educational systems, reductions in space 

requirements in one area are likely to be offset 

by increased demand in others.  It is therefore 

anticipated that flexibility of space in buildings 

9.2.6 Conclusions

will become a more important characteristic in the 

campus of the future.

A number of density strategies is possible 

in the northern campus, the maximum 

additional students who could theoretically be 

accommodated in the whole campus being in the 

order of 18,000, based on a maximum plot ratio 

of 1.5 in the northern campus, an average space 

norm of 13.5 sq/m per student, and academic use 

of land currently occupied by student residences 

in the Corrib Village.

No account has been taken of any future use of the 

IDA Business Park property in any calculation of 

future student numbers.

See 6.8 table showing maximum student population 

estimated from campus development areas.
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10.0 Overview
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10.1.1 Challenges
The low-density development of the existing 

campus is unsustainable. The campus has 

expanded as a series of dispersed low-rise buildings 

that do not optimise its development potential.

Planned growth must reinforce existing character 

areas. The legibility of the individual character 

areas has been eroded by the loose arrangement 

of recent developments which have not built upon 

the sense of place that exists in more established 

parts of the campus. 

Some units of the older University building 

stock have development constraints and are 

not ideally suited to modern teaching and 

research requirements. The physical condition 

and suitability of existing buildings and associated 

infrastructure varies markedly throughout the 

campus. The University has an ageing building 

10.1 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 1  A flexible Framework Plan that will optimise the growth potential of the Campus.

stock that was not designed to cope with the 

demands of a modern academic institution.

There is a desire to improve safety within the 

campus. Out of academic hours activity in the 

campus quickly declines and this is not conducive 

to creating a safe and secure environment. The 

central spine of the campus should become an 

area that is active and safe.

The role of Estate Management systems in 

campus development needs investment to be 

an effective tool for NUI Galway. Evaluation of 

current and future space demands and costs would 

be facilitated by expanding this programme.

10.1.2 Solutions
The design potential of development sites and 

buildings will be optimised by intensifying 

development in areas that can support the 

scale of development required. The Master 

Plan will indicate potential development sites 

and rationalise the University’s use of its 

existing estate. The architectural form of these 

developments will respond to the scale of the 

surrounding University buildings.

Development will take place within a considered 

framework that will strengthen existing character 

areas by conserving and enhancing built 

environments and landscapes. The expansion of 

new character areas will continue the design matrix 

of the existing areas to create a clearly identifiable 

sense of place within the urban realm of the campus. 

Use Regeneration / University Profile / Image.

The University will maintain updated information 

on the condition, efficiency and suitability of its 

existing building stock. New buildings are required 

that are flexible and adaptable in order that 

they will remain viable in a continually changing 

academic environment. There is a need for a range 

of flexible teaching spaces that take cognisance of 

changing teaching and research methods.

Safe, accessible and legible routes and spaces will 

be created in and around proposed development 

areas. Proposed developments will provide 

overlooking to external circulation areas.

The expansion of the campus to the north 

will provide an opportunity to create a second 

core area to complement the historic core 

of the University’s southern campus. The 

Master Plan proposes to develop a new core in 

the development of the northern campus by 

concentrating a higher density of development 

in this area and providing a landmark building of 

exceptional and iconic quality. 

“responding to the manner 
in which Universities operate 
requires the extension and 
upgrading of the environment 
where teaching, learning and 
research take place.”   
NUI Galway Campus of the Future
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10.2.1 Challenges 
Since NUI Galway represents a substantial 

element of the community in both its social and 

physical context, expansion initiatives and their 

ramifications will need to be evaluated in the 

context of this relationship to the city.

The University needs to plan comprehensively 

for the scale and nature of change proposed to 

ensure a sustainable community.

The existing campus environment is a valuable 

natural resource which is in danger of being 

irreversibly damaged by ad hoc expansion of 

the campus.

The University’s development programme of 

new buildings and landscaped public areas in an 

existing context of aging building stock poses 

fundamental challenges in relation to quality, 

standards, materials and technology.

10.2 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 2  Define a policy on Sustainability for the University  

A number of the existing campus buildings are 

single use, single occupier and temporary in 

nature with outdated construction envelopes for 

the current demands of academic institutions.

10.2.2 Solutions
NUI Galway and the City:

This Master Plan is an expression of the University’s 

proposal for a comprehensive plan for the future 

sustainable expansion of the University. Whilst this 

Master Plan is concerned with the integration and 

quality of buildings with the spaces in between, 

the hard and soft landscape, the public spaces 

and roads/car parks, utilities infrastructure, street 

furniture and signage, all of which is determined by 

the design and massing of buildings, the eventual 

success will come from the way the following 

physical proposals are complemented by positive 

change in the social and economic well being of the 

campus and the people who live and learn there. 

The Master Plan for the University’s proposed 

development strategy takes stock of existing 

patterns of urban form and movement, it respects 

the local relationships between the University and 

the city and it draws on them to inspire the new 

forms of development. 

It is proposed that by re-using existing buildings 

and consolidating existing spaces between the 

buildings, the Master Plan will contribute to 

achieving continuity of the campus and the special 

ambiance which defines the University.

The Newcastle Road pattern of development 

is continued to maintain an edge to the 

campus, existing entrances are defined and the 

traffic circulation is rationalised as part of a 

Transportation Framework Plan. 

Better accessibility across and throughout the 

campus is defined in pedestrian routes and 

walkways which connect the upper and lower 

sites of the campus. The campus becomes more 

legible and accessible to the city and begins to 

declare its presence in the city.

“Development that meets the 
needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet  
their own need.”
World Commission on Environment and  
Development in 1987 (The Bruntland Commission)
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10.2.3 NUI Galway, a 
Sustainable Communtiy
The key objective of the Master Plan is to 

provide NUI Galway with a clear framework for 

the development of its estate over the next 10 

– 15 years. The Master Plan seeks to ensure that 

new development within the NUI Galway campus 

which relates to existing buildings such as the 

Quadrangle building or features such as the 

waterways contributes to the campus character 

and secures the enhancement of the setting. 

Thus the canal is reinvented along the Arts/Science 

building as an amenity, the service route is removed 

and the pedestrian holds sway.

The car parking is removed from the tennis court 

adjacent to the Quadrangle and a courtyard 

arrangement of buildings around a landscaped 

space is cemented with the addition of a new 

building to the east side of the courtyard.

The Master Plan proposes implementing initiatives 

such as the Park and Ride that improves the 

pedestrian environment, increases safety and 

security through landscaping and traffic calming, 

reduces the visual impact of parked cars and 

creates a lively, active environment outside 

academic hours.

The Master Plan promotes the creation of access 

for the wider community by ensuring access 

to university accommodation and facilities for 

educational, community and leisure activities. 

By providing integration between the University 

and the neighbourhood, a sustainable future  

is engendered.

Buildings landscape and public spaces will need to 

be designed and built to high standards aesthetically 

and structurally with durable materials, appropriate 

technology and orientation that minimises energy 

use and encourages recycling.

The assessments for potential development sites 

have as a core objective the need to design for 

sustainability. This includes providing flexible and 

accessible accommodation, minimising energy 

consumption and optimising building footplate 

dimensions. The development projects are 

designed with tested floor plates to ensure that 

they are as compact as possible and reduce the 

call on non renewable resources.

10.3 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 3  Provide a Movement Framework for the Campus.

10.3.1 Challenges
The circuitous and underdeveloped network of 

vehicular routes on the campus is a legacy of the 

recent rapid growth experienced by the University. 

As a consequence there is no clear delineation 

between vehicular routes and pedestrian routes 

on the campus. In many instances no provision 

has been made for pedestrians at all and they 

are forced to share vehicular routes in heavily 

trafficked areas.

The volume of vehicular traffic accessing and 

exiting the campus is concentrated at three main 

locations along its western and southern edges. 

Limitations on the accessibility to the campus 

from each of these entrances are not conveyed 

to the vehicle user and internal connectivity 

between these individual entrances is poorly 

defined and undesirable. 

The symbolic entrance from University Road 

adjacent to the Quadrangle offers only limited 

access to the overall campus and is difficult 

to navigate from for the first time visitor.  

Its location at the southern tip of the campus, 

nearest the city centre in an already heavily 

trafficked area, makes it an unsuitable candidate 

to cope with larger volumes of traffic. 

Distillery Road is an overburdened thoroughfare, 

completely inadequate for the volume of traffic 

it is expected to accommodate. 

Large areas of the campus are dedicated to 

car parking. These areas are required for future 

development and expansion of the existing 

network of open spaces on the campus.

There are a number of blockages within the 

campus, most notably the Quincentennial Bridge 

which effectively dissects the campus, and 

through which there is only one access route. 

This is inadequate and unsafe for the current 

vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

10.3.2 Solutions
Reconcile People, Place, and Traffic: 

The Master Plan proposes to restructure the 

existing traffic circulation on the campus as part of 

a Transportation Framework Plan. Relocating the 

reduced volume of traffic to the periphery of the 

site parallel with the River Corrib and limiting traffic 

accessibility to some areas will significantly reduce 

the impact of private motor vehicles and create a 

more pedestrianised zone in the central spine of 

the campus. This strategy will enable the creation 

of clearer and more dedicated pedestrian and cycle 

routes running through the centre of the campus, 

which will interact and engage with redesigned 

open spaces, rejuvenated waterways and enhanced 

historically significant areas. The phased relocation 

of parking from this pedestrian realm will also allow 

the development of landscaping and amenity uses.

Mobility Management Plan:  

The recommendations of the University’s Mobility 

Management Plan (MMP) will be implemented in 

an effort to limit the volume of traffic travelling 

into the campus and reduce the dependency on 

the private motor vehicle by staff and students by 

promoting alternatives. In parallel with this, the 

introduction of the Park and Ride facility in Dangan 

will alleviate the volume of traffic on the main 

campus and provide an essential and convenient 

internal link whilst the phased reduction in the car 

“The bicycle, the bicycle surely, 
should always be the vehicle of 
novelists and poets”
Christopher Morley
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parking provision on the developed areas of the 

south campus will alleviate the conflict between 

pedestrians and car users in the most heavily 

populated parts of the campus.

Vehicular Access Locations: 

Existing entrance locations will be re-considered 

to create four principal access points into  

the University. 

1. The anticipated reduction in the volume of 

vehicles accessing the campus will be redirected 

towards the new specifically designed entrance of 

the Park and Ride facility in Dangan. 

2. The existing access adjacent to the Quadrangle 

Building will function as a drop off point as well 

as serving as the historical and ceremonial access 

to the University. The VIP car park proposed for 

the south side of the Quadrangle Building will be a 

useful addition.

3. The proposed access adjacent to the new Sports 

Building to the south of the Quincentennial Bridge 

replaces the inadequate and heavily congested 

Distillery Road and is also intended as the new 

primary entrance for visitors to the University. 

4. The fourth principal entrance improves and 

re-prioritises the existing access to the Sports 

precinct at the northernmost part of the campus 

relocated from its existing position.
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10.4.1 Challenges
Buildings and Open Spaces do not acknowledge 

the River Corrib or the Historic Waterways of 

the Campus. The outstanding natural setting of 

the University has not sufficiently influenced the 

layout of buildings or the orientation of open 

spaces within the campus. The amenity potential 

provided by the river and network of waterways has 

not been fully exploited in the layout of pedestrian 

routes and cycleways.

Existing areas of open space are underdeveloped 

and dominated by large areas of car parking.  

The amenity potential of the existing open spaces 

has not been fully utilised in the design of the 

external realm. Many of the open spaces are 

poorly defined and lack pedestrian permeability. 

The interrelationship between these spaces is 

haphazard and car parking has been allowed to 

encroach into open spaces further reducing their 

value as an amenity to the University. 

10.4 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 4  Define a Landscape Strategy for the Campus.

Open Spaces between buildings are poorly 

defined and underused. The rapid expansion of 

the University has created small areas of residual 

space between buildings and temporary structures. 

These leftover spaces suffer from a lack of design 

considerations. Over time they have turned 

into overspill parking and plant areas. They are 

unpleasant and under utilised areas of the campus. 

Conservation areas and areas of Special 

Archaeological and Ecological Interest must be 

respected and integrated into the development 

of the campus. Future expansion of the University 

must take cognisance of National Monuments, 

Areas of Conservation, protected structures and 

ecologically sensitive areas of the campus. These 

areas could be integrated into the campus with 

heritage walks, timber reed bed boardwalks and 

new landscape proposals.

Appreciation of the River Corrib from the Campus 

is limited in places by the Natural Habitat of the 

Riverbank and its Environs. The campus embraces 

the River Corrib along its eastern boundary. The 

natural habitat of the river varies considerably 

along this frontage and whilst views can be 

enjoyed from the proximity of the campus in most 

locations there are a number of natural features 

that form visual barriers preventing appreciation 

and awareness of the river:

▪ The Conservation Area of the northern campus.

▪ The group of trees adjacent to the Jesuit Boatclub.

▪ The group of trees either side of the 
 Quincentennial Bridge.

▪ The group of trees in front of the Engineering 
 building. 

10.4.2 Solutions
Rejuvenate and Integrate the Campus Waterways. 

The masterplan proposes to increase the attraction 

and potential amenity of the waterways by 

integrating them into important pedestrian routes 

and open spaces:

The proposed new main entrance and access into 

the campus adjacent to the new Sports Building 

will be enhanced by the integration of the existing 

canal which runs parallel to this proposed route 

before discharging into the River Corrib. The canal 

would be refurbished as part of the Master Plan 

and would terminate in the proposed park at the 

end of this route where it will form a feature.

The existing canal parallel to the service route 

of the Arts Science building will be refurbished 

to form the centrepiece of this redefined 

pedestrian route.

The riverside walk described in Strategic Objective 

5 will interlink the open spaces adjacent to the 

River Corrib. 

A key component of the Master Plan is the integration 

of the river into the centre of the northern campus. 

A waterway will be created which flows from 

the River Corrib through the open spaces of the 

northern campus to the central pedestrian spine 

before reconnecting back to the river. As well 

as providing a spectacular centrepoint to the 

expansion of this part of the campus it will allow 

enjoyment of the University’s riverside context 

in part of the campus where its existing natural 

habitat precludes any appreciation of the river.

Open Spaces will form a ‘String of Pearls’ through 

the Campus. Open spaces will form a sequence 

of memorable spaces and provide a pleasant and 

positive experience for users and visitors to the 

campus. Individual open spaces will reinforce the 

identity of the character areas and will help people 

to orientate themselves within the campus. The 

identity of the overall campus will be strengthened 

by this network of open spaces, interconnecting 

routes and character areas.

Future Development will integrate residual 

space. Residual space between buildings will be 

considered as part of any proposed development 

on established areas of the campus. Design 

proposals must address, incorporate and utilise 

these areas. 

“‘the grounds about the 
College are  I am sorry to say, 
still in a very unfinished and 
discreditable state” 
the 2nd President, Edward Berwick to the Crown 1850.

(To define a Landscape Strategy for the campus that is concerned with a holistic approach to open spaces that compliments the outstanding natural environment of the Campus).
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10.5.1 Challenges
Existing links between the University and the 

City are inadequate. The University is separated 

from the City by the River Corrib and its network of 

associated waterways. Two bridges provide physical 

connections to the city, the Quincentennial Bridge, 

which dissects the campus at a high level, and the 

Beggars Bridge, which provides an indirect link to 

the University via Earls Island, which is itself broken 

up by a network of smaller canals and waterways. 

The historic Salmon Weir Bridge provides a direct 

link to the city centre but its narrow carriageway 

and footpaths are inadequate for the volume 

of vehicular and pedestrian traffic that use this 

link. There is also a dangerous conflict between 

pedestrians and vehicular traffic in this location.

The Quincentennial Bridge forms part of the 

main arterial link for vehicular traffic travelling 

10.5 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 5  To Improve permeability within the Campus, and connections between the Campus and the City.

into and out of the city. Whilst a large number of 

pedestrians use this bridge to access the campus 

limited provision has been made to facilitate their 

direct access onto the campus. 

Whilst the University lands are easily identifiable 

from the Quincentennial Bridge as a linear 

landscape embracing the River Corrib, the visual 

impact and legibility of the University from the 

Salmon Weir Bridge is restricted to the Fisheries 

Field site.

Earlier Master Plans aimed to create direct links 

between the campus and the city but these were 

never implemented.

Real and perceived obstacles restrict pedestrian 

permeability throughout the campus. Pedestrian 

permeability through the campus is restricted in a 

number of locations by dense landscaping, poor 

placement of buildings and physical infrastructure 

and constricted access routes. The principal 

blockages within the campus are as follows: 

• The Quincentennial Bridge underpass

• Corrib Village student accommodation

• Dense landscaping between the Quadrangle 
 and the Hardiman Library.

• The broken nature of the existing riverside walk

• Pedestrian routes within the campus are 
 poorly defined. Significant conflict exists 
 between pedestrians and vehicles on the 
 campus and in many cases pedestrians are 
 forced to share vehicular routes. 

10.5.2 Solutions
To Restore and improve links and connections 

between the University and the City. The Master 

Plan proposes new pedestrian footbridges 

to create conspicuous new links between the 

University and the City. A proposed pedestrian 

link will continue the riverside walk over the River 

Corrib at the location of the old Clifden Railway 

Bridge. This will provide a direct walk along the 

riverside from Dangan to the city centre and the 

mouth of the River Corrib. Two options for the 

route of this bridge have been shown, as the 

University does not own the bridgehead of the old 

railway line on the campus side of the crossing. 

Another pedestrian link will connect the Fisheries 

Field to the main campus. These links will return 

the focus of the University to the City and create 

better relationships between the University and its 

neighbouring communities.

The Master Plan will provide a pedestrian link from 

the Quincentennial Bridge to the Campus.

The Master Plan will address obstacles to 

permeability in a phased approach. The Master 

Plan acknowledges that the nature and extent of 

the obstacles are such that it will need further 

strategic planning and consideration as well as 

wider consultation to resolve them.

The Master Plan will improve and create routes 

within the Campus. The Master Plan will create 

better accessibility to, across and throughout the 

University by providing new pedestrian and cycle 

routes and connections and improving safety and 

traffic flows through shared space management 

principles and by improving accessibility through 

other more sustainable modes of transport. Greater 

access and permeability through the campus as a 

result of the creation of new routes, combined with 

increased student numbers, will encourage more 

activity throughout the campus for longer periods 

which will have a positive effect upon safety around 

key parts of the campus.

To Create a Riverside Walk. The riverside walk will 

form an important new link from the city to the north 

of the campus and will provide an opportunity to 

create exciting new architecture that will line and 

bridge the new route and form a lively backdrop 

to the completed walk.  Through careful design 

of adjacent buildings that are of human scale and 

sensitive to their context the new walk will be a 

lively and well-used amenity for the campus. The 

riverside walk will respect the natural environment 

of the river and its surrounding habitat.  The 

design of the riverside walk will incorporate 

node points which relate to key intersections 

and character areas.  These node points will also 

provide incidental information relating to distance 

travelled, calories expended, etc.

(To increase pedestrian permeability by creating and improving physical links between the University and the City, removing real and perceived obstacles and rationalising and creating new pedestrian routes within the Campus).
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10.6 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 6  To define character areas.

10.6.1 Challenges
The character of the University campus lacks 

coherence as a result of a prolonged period 

of piecemeal development, each addition 

with a different character and quality. Recent 

developments have created a series of poorly 

defined architectural islands, which do not combine 

to create an integrated campus. The external spaces 

surrounding these developments are of low quality 

and dominated by areas of temporary car parking 

which contributes little to the overall character of 

the campus.

Future expansion must respect the character 

of the natural setting of the campus and the 

historic core of the University. The historic core 

of the University contains significant buildings and 

landscapes that combine to create a strong sense 

of place. The identity of these areas are intrinsically 

linked to the symbolic perception of the University. 

There is no facility to help students and visitors 

orientate themselves within the University. 

Character areas are not formally identified at 

present, which makes navigation and understanding 

of the campus more difficult. There is a lack of 

clear signage within the University.

10.6.2 Solutions
The Master Plan will enhance the public realm 

within defined character areas that will contribute 

to the cohesive environment of the University. 

The Master Plan will identify character areas 

that embody common attributes and uses, or a 

sufficiently dominating theme that sets them apart 

such as buildings of a particular age or style, and 

reinforce these distinctive features to strengthen 

the characteristics that make them unique. 

The Master Plan will preserve the historic core and 

integrate the natural environment of the campus as 

part of the expansion of the University. The historic 

core will remain an integral part of any expanded 

University. The Master Plan will strengthen the 

identity of the historic core and continue to 

build upon its strong symbolic associations. The 

outstanding natural environment of the campus 

will be integrated into new routes and woven into 

existing and proposed open spaces.

A signage system will be developed and 

implemented to allow easy navigation of the 

campus and to assist in the understanding of 

its unique characteristics, historic buildings and 

national monuments. Subtle branding will be 

incorporated to assist the orientation and location 

of the character areas. 

The Character Areas will be named to provide 

easier recognition. The names of the character 

areas will be derived from historic associations and 

relationships with the campus and NUI Galway.

“Tháinig long ó Valparaiso..” 
de Brún 1889 1960
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10.7 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 7  Rationalise campus services and infrastructure.

10.7.1 Challenges
Maintaining existing services and planning 

the servicing of new developments has taken 

priority over a campus-wide building services 

policy including setting new standards  

of sustainability.  

University buildings with their diverse and 

highly technical requirements for servicing 

represent an onerous requirement.  Changes in 

servicing requirements and developments to meet 

the demands of an increasingly technological age 

contribute to this.

The northern campus is underdeveloped in 

terms of services infrastructure, while the 

southern campus is more developed but with 

many temporary and outdated buildings.

Not all existing buildings are individually metered 

to record energy consumption.  Therefore 

it is not possible to measure the cost of energy 

consumption on a building by building basis, and 

extrapolate heat loss values and remedial works in 

a programme to improve performance. 

10.7.2 Solutions
A record of the existing services infrastructure 

on the campus is to be recorded in a regularly 

updated database.

Propose a policy to set standards on sustainability 

for building services.

Ensure individual buildings are in future metered for 

energy consumption so that energy consumption 

can be recorded and performance upgrades 

considered for inefficient buildings. 

Continue to explore methods of obtaining 

renewable energy on campus, including by wind 

turbine, geothermal, and any other means which 

could provide cost effective energy over the 

medium to long term.

All new buildings will aspire to achieve the 

equivalent of BREEAM ‘excellent’ rating.

Proposed developments will exploit passive means 

of ventilation and heating.

Character Zones - Way Finding 

(Awaiting NUI Galway Building Department input).
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10.8.1 Challenges
The rate of expansion and delivery of projects 

on an ad-hoc basis has created an environment 

with a noticeable difference in quality and 

standards.

10.8.2 Solutions
To create a development control framework which 

establishes standards and maintains quality in a 

rapidly changing environment.

10.8 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES 8  Provide a Delivery Mechanism for the Implementation of the Master Plan.

“If you have knowledge, let others 
light their candles in it”. 
M. Fuller
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11.0 SPATIAL FRAMEWORK
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Character Area Development

The spatial framework plan for the proposed 

character areas will show the effect of the objectives 

of the Master Plan at a larger scale. The spatial 

framework is a more sophisticated model that shows 

how the roads, routes and open spaces interrelate 

with each other and will also suggest an outline 

scope for heights and the massing of buildings. It 

will set out the relationship between buildings and 

public spaces and identify the movement patterns 

for pedestrians, cyclists and vehicles.

Spatial framework proposals will include  

the following:

Landscaping

• Implement landscape architects’ proposals to 
 incorporate railings within existing stone 
 boundary wall onto University Road and 
 Newcastle Road to improve visual impact of 
 University in this location.

11.0 Spatial framework

• Implement the landscape architects’ proposals 
 for a Memorial Garden to the north of the 
 Quadrangle Building.

• Retain and enhance the mature trees of 
 the arboretum to the immediate north of the 
 Quadrangle Building.

• Improve permeability within the area and 
 between other character areas by identifying 
 and removing selected trees and landscaping.

• Remove car parking within College Green and 
 reinstate landscaping to new design.

• Implement the landscape architects’ proposals 
 to provide a dedicated VIP parking area to the 
 south of the Quadrangle building.

• Improve the existing entrances into the campus.

• Existing desire lines, pedestrian routes and 
 networks are to be retained as a complement 
 to the principal and secondary routes through 
 the campus as they are part of the character 
 and charm of the campus.

• Proposals for the remaining open spaces to 
 be developed as part of an overall landscaping 

11.1 Belmount Character Area

 plan for the campus. This will include 
 proposals for the existing parking area behind 
 the Martin Ryan Institute.

The Physical Environment

Refurbish Quadrangle Building as part of the 

Campus of the Future proposals.

• Refurbish Engineering Buildings as part of the 
 Campus of the Future proposals.

• Respect protected structures and historically 
 important buildings.

• Pedestrian and vehicular routes will be 
 rationalised to remove the dominance of the 
 motor vehicle in this character area.

• Exploit the following development opportunities:

1. Proposed Landmark building providing 

frontage onto University Road. Any proposed 

development will:

• improve the profile of the University onto this 
 prominent road frontage. 

11.0 SPATIAL FRAMEWORK
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• consider the integration and impact of the 
 development on the surrounding area in 
 relation to practical considerations including 
 function, servicing etc.

3. Proposed development to replace network 

of Anatomy buildings and Áras de Brún. Any 

proposed development will:

• define a new block which allows for  
 pedestrian permeability.

• provide permeable routes through the block 
 and create pleasant inner open courtyards.

• respect the existing mature trees and 
 landscaping within the Arboretum.

• define the northern edge of the open space  
 in front of the Arts Millennium building and  
 the Library.

• be sensitive in height, mass and scale to  
 its immediate context, especially the 
 Quadrangle building.

• complement rather than compete with  
 the Quadrangle.

• use a palette of external finishes which is  
 complementary to its immediate surroundings 
 and the context of the character area in which 
 the development is situated.

• consider the integration and impact of the  
 development on the surrounding area in 
 relation to practical considerations including 
 function, servicing etc. 

• define the southern edge of the College Green

• respect the existing mature trees and 
 landscaping.

• be sensitive in height, mass and scale to its 
 immediate context, most especially the 
 Quadrangle building.

• complement rather than compete with the 
 Quadrangle.

• be appropriate to the development’s position 
 at one of the principal entrances to the  
 campus and the most conspicuous location 
 within the historic core of the University.

• incorporate the function of a gateway to the 
 University providing a welcome for VIPs etc…

• use a palette of external finishes which is 
 complementary to its immediate surroundings 
 and the context of the character area in which 
 the development is situated.

• consider the integration and impact of the 
 development on the surrounding area in 

 relation to practical considerations including 
 function, servicing etc… 

2. Proposed development to cement the 

loose arrangement of buildings into an urban 

block incorporating courtyards and permeable 

routes. Any proposed development will:

• define the perimeter of the urban block.

• provide permeable routes through the block 
 and create pleasant inner open courtyards.

• respect the existing mature trees and 
 landscaping.

• be sensitive in height, mass and scale to its 
 immediate context.

• complement rather than compete with the 
 Quadrangle.

• use a palette of external finishes which is 

 complementary to its immediate surroundings 

 and the context of the character area in  

 which the development is situated.
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BELMONT

Landscaping

• The natural environment of the River Corrib 
 and the extensive network of rivers and  
 canals will form the centrepiece of future 
 landscaping proposals.

• Proposed open spaces will complement the 
 amenity of the waterways and encourage 
 passive and active interaction with the rivers.

• Rivers and canals bisecting the site should be 
 incorporated into future landscaping designs.

• The existing entrance into the character area 
 will be improved.

• Existing desire lines, pedestrian routes and 
 networks are to be retained as a complement 
 to the principal and secondary routes through 
 the campus as they are part of the character 
 and charm of this character area.

• Proposals for the remaining open spaces to be 
 developed as part of a separate landscaping 
 plan for the campus.

11.2 Earls Island and Fisheries Field

• The landscaping proposals should adopt a 
 holistic approach and incorporate the open 
 space in front of the Cathedral and Beggars 
 Bridge to create a new high quality civic space 
 for the entire area. A reduction in the parking 
 provision around the cathedral should also be 
 considered as part of this exercise which 
 will need input from stakeholders and the  
 local authority.

The Physical Environment

• The development capacity of this character 
 area will be exploited to its maximum potential 
 to provide a prominent landmark building at 
 the interface of the City and the University.

• The special framework will facilitate links and 
 connections into the main campus

• Respect protected structures and historically 
 important buildings within the character area.

• Exploit the following development opportunities:

1. Proposed Landmark building providing 

frontage onto University Road. Any proposed 

development will:
• exploit the site potential of this iconic site at 
 the interface of City, Church and academia 

• improve the profile of the University onto this 
 prominent road frontage

• be sensitive in mass and scale to its immediate 
 context, most especially the Cathedral located 
 opposite and the adjacent residential properties

• have regard to the canals and rivers within  
 its proximity

• be appropriate to the development’s position 
 at one of the principal entrances to the campus 
 and the nearest location relative to Galway City

1.  Potential development opportunity.

2. Upgrade vehicular route to near Quadrangle to facilitate 
 pedestrians to the front.

3. Proposed memorial garden as per BSM landscape proposal.

4. Upgrade vehicular Routes.

5. Protected landscaping to be retained and incorporated into 
 any future proposals.

6. Wayfinding node to help people navigate their way through 
 the campus.

7.  Potential landscape oppportunity. 

8. Car parking to be replaced with landscape proposal. 
 Underground car parking to be considered, as part of 
 connecting developments.

9. Potential landscape opportunity.

10. Quadrangle to be refurbished in phases.

11. Wall part removed and replaced with railings in accordance 
 with BSM’s landscape proposal.

12. High Quality landscaped small visitor carpark

Spatial framework Proposals will include  
the following:

2

1 3

4

5

Vehicular Access

Potential landscape oportunity

Potential Development

Site Acquisition

Pedestrian & Vehicular Route

Pedestrian Route Only

Pedestrian Access

Wayfinding Node

Destination Point

Bus Stop

Sculpture

Building Entrance

Protected Structure

6 7

8

9

10

11 12

LEGEND

Proposed Demolition
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EARLS ISLAND

2. Proposed Landmark Building on Fisheries 

Field Site fronting onto the River Corrib. 

Any proposed development will:

• exploit the site potential of this iconic site at 
 the interface of City, Church and academia.

• improve the profile of the University viewed 
 from the approach from Galway City.

• have regard to the canals and rivers within  
 its proximity.

• be appropriate to the development’s position 
 at one of the principal entrances to the campus 
 and the nearest location relative to Galway City.

• facilitate links to the main campus and continue 
 the axis of the Newcastle Canal and Cathedral 
 into the character area.

• use a palette of external finishes which is 
 complementary to its immediate surroundings 
 and the context of the character area in which 
 the development is situated.

• facilitate links to the main campus and 
 continue the axis of the Quadrangle Building 
 into the character area.

• use a palette of external finishes which is 
 complementary to its immediate surroundings 
 and the context of the character area in which 
 the development is situated.

• consider the integration and impact of the 
 development on the surrounding area in 
 relation to practical considerations including 
 function, servicing etc. 

• consider the integration and impact of the 
 development on the surrounding area in 
 relation to practical considerations including 
 function, servicing etc… 

1.  Office of Public Works.

2. Western Regional Fisheries Board.

3. Protected structure (Lime Kiln) to be incorporated into any 
 development on this site.

4. Upgrade landscaping to take account of existing structures 
 and important waterway infastructure.

5. Potential development opportunity for a landmark building  
 to form a connection between the University and the city.

6. Existing buildings to be demolished and redeveloped.

7. Potential development opportunity on prominent site.

8. Vehicular route to be retained and providing a landscape 
 opportunity to form an inviting pedestrian gateway from 
 the campus to the city.
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STUDENT & CULTURAL
11.3 Student & Cultural

Spatial framework Proposals will include the 

following:

Landscaping

• The existing courtyard is well utilised and its 
 intimate proportions make it a pleasant social 
 gathering space. The intersection of routes 
 at the pedestrian bridge in front of the courtyard 
 and the belt of mature trees running parallel 
 to the recently refurbished Newcastle Canal 
 should be integrated into this space to form an 
 important node point.

• Improve permeability within the area and 
 between other character areas by providing 
 links over the Eglington Canal.

• Existing desire lines, pedestrian routes and 
 networks are to be retained as a complement 
 to the principal and secondary routes through 
 the campus as they are part of the character 
 and charm of the campus

• Proposals for the remaining open spaces to be 
 developed as part of an overall landscaping 
 plan for the campus.

The Physical Environment

• Pedestrian and vehicular routes will be 
 rationalised to remove the impact of the motor 
 vehicle in this character area.

• Exploit the following development opportunities:

1. Replace existing National Diagnostics 
Centre. Any proposed development will:

• enhance the existing courtyard of the student area 

• have regard to the canals and mature trees 
 within its proximity

• be sensitive in height, mass and scale to its 
 immediate context

• use a palette of external finishes which is 
 complementary to its immediate surroundings 
 and the context of the character area in which 
 the development is situated.

• consider the integration and impact of the 
 development on the surrounding area in 
 relation to practical considerations including 
 function, servicing etc 

1.  Vehicular access for servicing only.

2. Park and Ride stop at the front of Aras Ui Chathail.

3. Landscape opportunity for strong pedestrian link to 
 connect main portion of campus through to River Corrib.

4. Development opportunity to re-align streetscape at Aras Ui 
 Chathail, and mail room (and increase density).

5. Proposed new footbridge along old railway line to connect  
 campus and the city. Bridgehead location to be agreed.

6. New pedestrian access through campus to continue 
 through student area and connect main campus to 
 Earls Island and city via footbridges.

7. Landscape opportunity engaging with Eglinton canal 
 and rejuvenating south side of Aras na Mac Le inn.

8. Proposed new footbridge across Eglinton Canal to 
 connect main campus to Earls Island.
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• take cognisance of the newly defined route 
 passing through the development areas having 
 regard to its amenity in terms of access to 
 natural light, route proportions etc 

• create a node point at the intersection of routes 
 at the interface with Distillery Road

• integrate Distillery Road into the design 
 proposals. This overburdened thoroughfare 
 needs to be reconsidered in terms of its 
 function, layout, proportion and character. 

• be sensitive in height, mass and scale to its 
 immediate context

• use a palette of external finishes which is 
 complementary to its immediate surroundings 
 and the context of the character area in which 
 the development is situated

• consider the integration and impact of the 
 development on the surrounding area in 
 relation to practical considerations including 
 function, servicing etc 

Spatial framework proposals will include the 

following:

Landscaping

• The route running parallel to the Newcastle 
 Canal will be redefined as a pedestrian and 
 cycle dominant thoroughfare. The canal will be 
 refurbished as part of landscaping proposals for 
 this area. The route will be extensively 
 remodelled and include breaks through to 
 two of the inner courtyards of the Arts Science 
 building. The existing service accommodation 
 will be relocated into a dedicated service facility 
 elsewhere on the campus.

• A new landscape design will be developed 
 for the open space between the Arts Millennium 
 Building and the James Hardiman Library. The 
 landscaping proposals will provide for 
 permeability through and appreciation of 
 this space.

• The open space to the north of the ground floor 
 restaurant under the podium of the Arts Science 
 building will be redesigned. The existing 
 protected structure in this location will be 

11.4 Hardiman

 integrated into the landscaping proposals. The 
 possibility of the restaurant opening out 
 onto an external seating / eating area should 
 be considered as part of this proposal. 

• Existing desire lines, pedestrian routes and 
 networks are to be retained as a complement 
 to the principal and secondary routes through 
 the campus as they are part of the character 
 and charm of the campus

• Proposals for the remaining open spaces to be 
 developed as part of an overall landscaping 
 plan for the campus.

• A new route will be created connecting the 
 open space in front of the Arts Millennium 
 Building to Distillery Lane. The preferred route 
 of this pedestrian and cycleway passes through 
 a number of existing privately owned properties. 
 The University should prioritise the purchase of 
 these properties as part of the Master Plan.

• A route will be preserved between proposed 
 development areas to allow continuing access 
 to the chapel on the western boundary of 
 the campus.

The Physical Environment

• Level differences between the raised podium 
 of the Arts Science Building and the natural 
 slope across the character area towards the 
 canal will be better integrated into the design 
 of the external realm.

• Pedestrian and vehicular routes will be 
 rationalised to reduce the impact of the motor 
 vehicle in this character area.

• Respect protected structures and historically 
 important buildings within the character area.

• Exploit the following development opportunities:

1. Proposed extension to the James Hardiman 

Library: Any proposed development will:

• define the edge of the redesigned area of open 
 space on its western boundary.

• integrate the strip of raised podium in front of 
 the existing library

• take cognisance of the newly defined route 
 leading from the Belmont area.

• Provide activity and interest at ground level

• improve the appearance and technical 
 performance of the existing library building

• be sensitive in height, mass and scale to its 
 immediate context

• use a palette of external finishes which is 
 complementary to its immediate surroundings 
 and the context of the character area in which 
 the development is situated.

• consider the integration and impact of the 
 development on the surrounding area in 
 relation to practical considerations including 
 function, servicing etc 

2. Proposed development areas on lands 

currently occupied by the car park on the 

western boundary of the campus. Any proposed 

development will:

• define the area of open space on its 
 southern boundary

• integrate the Newcastle Canal into design proposals
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HARDIMAN

Spatial framework proposals will include the 

following:

Landscaping

• The natural environment of the River Corrib 
 and the extensive network of rivers and canals 
 will form the centrepiece of future landscaping 
 proposals.

• Proposed open spaces will complement the 
 amenity of the waterways and encourage 
 passive and active interaction with the rivers.

• A riverside walk will be developed in front of  
 the Orbsen, IT Building and Arts Science 
 Buildings. The riverside walk will respect 
 the natural environment of the river and its 
 surrounding habitat.

• Remove large areas of car parking in front of the 
 Orbsen and IT Building and reinstate 
 landscaping to new. The landscaping proposals 
 will provide for permeability through and 
 appreciation of this space and will be integrated 
 into the design of the riverside walk.

11.5 Orbsen

• Existing desire lines, pedestrian routes and 
 networks are to be retained as a complement 
 to the principal and secondary routes through 
 the campus as they are part of the character 
 and charm of the campus

• Proposals for the remaining open spaces to be 
 developed as part of an overall landscaping 
 plan for the campus.

• Improve permeability within the area and 
 between other character areas by identifying 
 and removing selected trees and landscaping.

The Physical Environment

• The special framework will facilitate links and 
 connections into the main campus.  A proposed 
 pedestrian link will continue the riverside walk 
 over the River Corrib at the location of the old 
 Clifden Railway Bridge. This will provide a 
 direct walk along the riverside from Dangan to 
 the city centre and the mouth of the River Corrib. 

• Pedestrian and vehicular routes will be 
 rationalised to reduce the impact of the motor 
 vehicle in this character area.

• Respect protected structures and historically 
 important buildings within the character area.

• Exploit the following development opportunities:

1. Proposed development to the east of the 

Orbsen Building fronting onto the River Corrib: 

Any proposed development will:

• define the edge of the redesigned area of open 
 space on its eastern boundary.

• take account of the River Corrib into  
 design proposals 

• take cognisance of the newly defined riverside 
 walk passing in front of the development area. 

• create a node point at the intersection of routes 
 and the new area of open space

• be sensitive in height, mass and scale to its 
 immediate context

• use a palette of external finishes which is 
 complementary to its immediate surroundings 
 and the context of the character area in which 
 the development is situated

• consider the integration and impact of the 
 development on the surrounding area in 
 relation to practical considerations including 
 function, servicing etc 

Proposed re-development / refurbishment of 

the Arts Science building

The construction of the Arts Science Building 

represented a giant step forward for the University 

in provision of significant accommodation at the 

time of the student population explosion of the 

1960s. The building is a protected structure, and 

the relevant conditions impose strict requirements 

for maintenance and impose significant limitations 

on any proposed changes.  Proposed alterations 

to upgrade obsolescent teaching spaces or 

to significantly improve thermal insulation 

performance of external fabric would require 

special permission, and cost effective solutions to 

these problems could not be guaranteed approval.  

The energy consumption of this building due to 

1.  Landscape opportunity to form new tree lined canal walk.

2. Maintain vehicular access to car park.

3. Tree lined pedestrian link to Church to be provided.

4. Potential landscape opportunity fronting onto newly 
 created pedestrian route.

5. Protected structure to be retained and integrated into 
 any landscape proposals.

6. Development to provide parking for Church.

7. Proposed new route through to newly created walk 
 along canal.

8. Landscape opportunity to public open space in front of 
 Arts Millenium Building.

9. Proposed nursing library extension to Hardiman library.

10. Memorial garden to be implemented in accordance with 
 approved scheme.
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with modernism, and the architectural form of 

the building is defined by grids and modules and 

controlled by the application of a system of rules 

intended to minimise geometric variation.  The overall 

impression of this building derives from the low key 

characteristics of conformity and predictability, at 

odds with current architectural trends.

A case could be made to support the replacement 

of the Arts Science Building with new buildings 

which could add design value to the most central 

area of the campus, provide a greater quantum of 

accommodation to suit current teaching methods, 

incorporate adequate technology in the building 

fabric to ensure longevity and high performance 

(including high levels of thermal insulation to 

substantially reduce energy costs), and be designed 

in such a way as to open up the central area of the 

campus to the river.

A case could be made to support the replacement 

of the Arts Science Building with new buildings 

which could add design value to the most central 

area of the campus, provide a greater quantum of 

accommodation to suit current teaching methods, 

incorporate adequate technology in the building 

fabric to ensure longevity and high performance 

(including high levels of thermal insulation to 

substantially reduce energy costs), and be designed 

in such a way to open up the central area of the 

campus to the river.

heat losses through the external fabric is likely to 

represent a significant budget.

The position and footprint of the Arts Science 

Building create a significant barrier between the 

heart of the most populous part of the campus 

and the river.  The extensive layout of the building 

prevents through access at ground level between 

the river and the ‘landside’ central area of campus, 

cutting off a potential campus amenity.   

The principal access level to the building was 

designed to be at first floor level, making disabled 

access to the building problematic.  A disabled 

access audit would highlight these issues.  There is 

a health and safety issue in the covered vehicular 

services road running along the length of the 

building on the ‘landward’ side, as there is no 

dedicated footpath here.  

This building is only two-storeys in height with 

the exception of its two four storey towers, and 

the resultant low density of the accommodation 

spread over a wide area in the central campus 

today represents a poor use of valuable land.  The 

footprint is large and currently in a central area of 

the campus, and a case could be made for phased 

demolition and redevelopment to a higher density, 

while allowing space between buildings to permit 

access and views to the river.  

More investigation is needed to be able to consider 

any proposal to replace the Arts Science Building, 

and this ought to be carried out in the form of a 

cost benefit analysis, evaluating the advantages 

and disadvantages of such a proposal to NUI 

Galway.  A complete structural survey should 

be carried out as part of this work, as many 

buildings of this age and design are subject to 

‘cold bridging’ in the external fabric, and resultant 

interstitial condensation inside the external fabric 

could be causing corrosion in concealed locations, 

potentially leading to structural damage.

The Master Plan proposes to open up courtyards 

into the Arts Science Building along the length of 

the proposed canalside walkway, and this involves 

demolition of small sections of the building.  These 

Arts Science Building courtyards are currently 

introverted spaces, containing trees and plants, 

and the opening up of these spaces into the new 

walkway would make a dramatic improvement to 

the pedestrian experience and create interest in 

the previously hidden courtyards forming part of 

the Arts Science Building. There is an issue with 

demolition proposed for any part of this building 

as it is a protected structure, and although a 

case could be made for demolition of the small 

proportion of it required to form reservoirs of 

planted space along the proposed walkway, it 

would have to be explored as a separate exercise 

at a later stage.

The design of the existing Arts Science Building is 

based primarily on functional concepts associated 
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ORBSEN
11.6 Newcastle

Spatial framework proposals will include the 

following:

Landscaping

• The natural environment of the River  
 Corrib and the extensive network of rivers 
 and canals will form the centrepiece of future 
 landscaping proposals.

• Proposed open spaces will complement the 
 amenity of the waterways and encourage 
 passive and active interaction with the rivers.

• A riverside walk will be developed to the east 
 of the new sports building. The riverside walk 
 will respect the natural environment of the 
 River and its surrounding habitat.

• Implement landscape architects’ proposals  
 for a new open space to the east of the new 
 sports building.

• Implement proposals for a new entrance  
 from Newcastle Road running parallel to the 
 new sports building. 

• Implement proposals for a new road 

 layout forming a loop under the footing of the 
 Quincentennial Bridge.

• The existing canal will be refurbished as part 
 of the creation of the new entrance from 
 Newcastle Road and associated landscaping 
 proposals. The canal will be refurbished as part 
 of landscaping proposals for this area. 

• Existing desire lines, pedestrian routes and 
 networks are to be retained as a complement 
 to the principal and secondary routes through 
 the campus as they are part of the character 
 and charm of the campus

• Proposals for the remaining open spaces to be 
 developed as part of an overall landscaping 
 plan for the campus.

The Physical Environment

• Pedestrian and vehicular routes will be 
 rationalised to reduce the impact of the motor 
 vehicle in this character area.

• Exploit the following development opportunities:

1.  Landscaping opportunity.

2. Potential seating/viewing areas projecting into river to 
 take advantage of the natural setting of the River Corrib.

3. Main vehicular route to this portion of campus.

4. Additional routes to be provided to connect riverside 
 walk and park & ride service.

5. Vehicular access for servicing only.

6. New pedestrian only access to form the spine of 
 campus along a rejuvenated canal.

7. Area to be cleared for new open space/accessible amenity.

8. Potential for Arts and Science building to open out onto 
 the pedestrian only canal walk.

9. Potential development opportunity to form strong edge 
 pedestrian route.

10. Potential development opportunity.

1. Proposed development to the south of the new 

sports building between the new entrance and 

Distillery Road. Any proposed development will:

• define the edge of the redesigned area of open 
 space on its eastern boundary.

• improve the profile of the University onto the 
 new University road frontage. 

• be appropriate to the development’s position 
 at one of the principal entrances to the campus.

• take account of the River Corrib in  
 design proposals 

• take cognisance of the newly defined riverside 
 walk passing in front of the development area. 

• provide permeable routes through the block 
 and create pleasant inner open courtyards

• create a node point at the intersection of routes 
 and the new area of open space

• be sensitive in height, mass and scale to its 
 immediate context

• incorporate the function of a gateway to the 
 University providing a welcome facility.

• use a palette of external finishes which is 
 complementary to its immediate surroundings 
 and the context of the character area in which 
 the development is situated.

• consider the integration and impact of the 
 development on the surrounding area in 
 relation to practical considerations including 
 building function, servicing etc… 
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NEWCASTLE

1.  New one way vehicular route under Quincentennial 
 bridge and continuation of riverside walk.

2. Proposed new pedestrian access from Quincentennial 
 bridge into campus.

3. Existing road to be converted into a new one way road 
 system under the Quincentennial bridge.

4. Sports center currently under construction.

5. Proposed new road layout.

6. Potential landscape opportunity.

7.  Proposed land acquisition to allow for new vehicular 
 entrance along the side new sports center building.
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• use a palette of external finishes which is 
 complementary to its immediate surroundings 
 and the context of the character area in which 
 the development is situated.

• consider the integration and impact of the 
 development on the surrounding area in 
 relation to practical considerations including 
 function, servicing etc.

Spatial framework Proposals will include the 

following:

Landscaping

• The natural environment of the River  
 Corrib and the extensive network of rivers 
 and canals will form the centrepiece of future 
 landscaping proposals.

• Proposed open spaces will complement the 
 amenity of the waterways and encourage 
 passive and active interaction with the rivers.

• A riverside walk will be developed to the east  
 of the proposed Engineering building.  
 The riverside walk will respect the natural 
 environment of the river and its surrounding 
 habitat.

• Implement landscape architects’ proposals for 
 a new open space to the east of the Science and 
 Engineering Technology building.

• Implement proposals for a new road 
 layout forming a loop under the footing of the 
 Quincentennial Bridge.

11.7 Moyola

• Improve permeability within the area and 
 between other character areas by identifying 
 and removing selected trees and landscaping.

• Remove car parking in front of the Cairnes 
 building and reinstate landscaping to new design.

• Simplify road layout in front of Cairnes 
 building.

• Enhance the existing pedestrian access route to 
 the south of the Áras Moyola.

• Existing desire lines, pedestrian routes and 
 networks are to be retained as a complement 
 to the principal and secondary routes through 
 the campus as they are part of the character 
 and charm of the campus.

• Proposals for the remaining open spaces to be 
 developed as part of an overall landscaping 
 plan for the campus.

The Physical Environment

• Pedestrian and vehicular routes will be 
 rationalised to reduce the impact of the motor 
 vehicle in this character area.

• Provide a direct pedestrian and cycle access 
 point from the Quincentennial Bridge.

1. Proposed development to the west of the 

Science and Engineering Technology building. 

The University must prioritise the acquisition 

of the rear garden of xx Newcastle Road to 

facilitate future development. Any proposed 

development will:

• define the edge of the existing pedestrian route 
 on its northern boundary.

• be appropriate to the development’s position 
 at one of the principal entrances to the campus.

• take cognisance of the newly defined riverside 
 walk passing in front of the development area. 

• provide permeable routes through the block 
 and create pleasant inner open courtyards.

• be sensitive in height, mass and scale to its 
 immediate context.

• use a palette of external finishes which is 
 complementary to its immediate surroundings 
 and the context of the character area in which 
 the development is situated.

• consider the integration and impact of the 
 development on the surrounding area in 
 relation to practical considerations including 
 building function, servicing etc 

2. Proposed Landmark building providing 

frontage onto Newcastle Road. Any proposed 

development will:

• improve the profile of the University onto this 
 prominent road frontage. 

• be sensitive in mass and scale to its immediate 
 context, most especially St Anthony’s College 
 located opposite and the adjacent residential 
 properties.

• be appropriate to the development’s position 
 at one of the principal entrances to the campus. 
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MOYOLA

Spatial framework proposals will include the 

following:

Landscaping

• The natural environment of the River Corrib 
 and the extensive network of rivers and canals 
 will form the centrepiece of future landscaping 
 proposals.

• Proposed open spaces will complement the 
 amenity of the waterways and encourage 
 passive and active interaction with the rivers.

• A riverside walk will be developed to the east 
 of the character area. The riverside walk will 
 respect the natural environment of the river 
 and its surrounding habitat.

• A landscape proposal incorporating a raised 
 boardwalk will be developed for the special 
 area of conservation on the riverbank.

• A waterway will be created which flows from 
 the River Corrib through the open spaces of 
 the northern campus to the central pedestrian 
 spine before reconnecting back to the river. As 

11.8 Baile Na Coirbe

 well as providing a spectacular centrepoint to 
 the expansion of this part of the campus it 
 will allow enjoyment of the University’s 
 riverside context in part of the campus where its 
 existing natural habitat precludes any 
 appreciation of the river as water feature. The 
 main pedestrian circulation spine will follow the 
 route of this water feature.

• Improve permeability within the area and 
 between other character areas by identifying 
 and removing selected trees and landscaping.

• Existing desire lines, pedestrian routes and 
 networks are to be retained as a complement 
 to the principal and secondary routes through 
 the campus as they are part of the character 
 and charm of the campus.

• Proposals for the remaining open spaces to be 
 developed as part of an overall landscaping 
 plan for the campus.

• Retain and enhance the existing mature trees, 
 stone walls and landscaping which typify the 
 landscaping character of this area.

1.  This area of woodland to be retained in accordance 
 with BSM Woodland Management Strategy.

2. New pedestrian route to be formed to Upper 
 Newcastle Road.

3. Riverside walk along the River Corrib.

4. Potential development opportunity to include possible 
 acquisition of Nursing Home.

5. Potential landscape opportunity to front of Business 
 and Public Policy building.

6. Proposed new Engineering Building which is currently 
 in Planning.

7. Upper New Castle Road.

8. Potential development opportunity to expand Aras 
 Moyola building.

9. Potential development opportunity with landscape 
 integrated (acquisition required).

10. Proposed new road network under Quincenntial Bridge 
 to be in accordance with road engineers specifications.
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BAILE NA COIRBE

The Physical Environment

• Pedestrian and vehicular routes will be 
 rationalised to reduce the impact of the motor 
 vehicle in this character area.

• Implement the recommendations of the 
 mobility management plan to limit the volume 
 of traffic travelling into the campus and reduce 
 the dependency on the private motor vehicle.  
 In parallel with this, the introduction of the 
 Park and Ride facility in Dangan will alleviate 
 the volume of traffic on the main campus and 
 provide an essential and convenient internal link.

• The integration of important landmark buildings 
 could make an exciting and dynamic 
 contribution to the public realm.

Future development will:

• define pedestrian route.

• take cognisance of the newly defined riverside 
 walk passing in front of the development area. 

• provide permeable routes and create pleasant 
 and lively open spaces.

• be sensitive in height, mass and scale to its 
 immediate context.

• use a palette of external finishes which is 
 complementary to its immediate surroundings 
 and the context of the character area in which 
 the development is situated.

• consider the integration and impact of the 
 development on the surrounding area in 
 relation to practical considerations including 
 building function, servicing etc.

• improve the profile of the University in its 
 northern campus.

• respect existing mature trees and landscaping.

• define the perimeter of the urban block.

• exploit the significant site potential of this 
 character area including the potential for a 
 landmark building.

1.  Proposed site for wind turbine.

2. Proposed new viewing platforms along riverside walk.

3. Proposed position of park and ride scheme. Possible 
 utilisation of car park roof as sports facilities, if required.

4. Protected structure (ringfort) to be retained and 
 integrated into any proposed developments. Area to be 
 landscaped accordingly.

5. Potential land acquisition.

6. Vehicles to be moved to outer perimeter of site to allow
 for vehicular free central zone.

7. New pedestrian only walkway to form the spine of 
 campus along the newly created canal.

8. Strip reserved for land acquisitions (in lots).

9. New timber boadwalk propose through special areas  
 of conservation.

10. Proposal to introduce water into northern campus by 
 creating new canal, maximising the use of the River Corrib.

11. Potential land acquisition.

12. Trees to be retained in accordance with BSM Woodland 
 Management Strategy.
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• be sensitive in height, mass and scale to its 
 immediate context.

• use a palette of external finishes which is 
 complimentary to its immediate surroundings 
 and the context of the character area in which 
 the development is situated.

• consider the integration and impact of the 
 development on the surrounding area in 
 relation to practical considerations including 
 building function, servicing etc…

• improve the profile of the University in its 
 northern campus.

• Retain and enhance the existing mature trees, 
 stone walls and landscaping which typify the 
 character of this area.

11.9 Dangan

Spatial framework proposals will include the 

following:

Landscaping

List recommendations of Tobins Master Plan.

• The natural environment of the River Corrib 
 and the extensive network of rivers and canals 
 will form the centrepiece of future landscaping 
 proposals.

• Proposed open spaces will complement the 
 amenity of the waterways and encourage 
 passive and active interaction with the rivers.

• A riverside walk will be developed to the east 
 of the character area. The riverside walk will 
 respect the natural environment of the river 
 and its surrounding habitat.

• Improve permeability within the area and 
 between other character areas by identifying 
 and removing selected trees and landscaping.

• Existing desire lines, pedestrian routes and 
 networks are to be retained as a complement 

 to the principal and secondary routes through 
 the campus as they are part of the character 
 and charm of the campus

• Proposals for the remaining open spaces to be 
 developed as part of an overall landscaping 
 plan for the campus.

• Retain and enhance the existing mature trees, 
 stone walls and landscaping which typify the 
 character of this area

The Physical Environment

• Pedestrian and vehicular routes will be 

 rationalised to reduce the impact of the motor 

 vehicle in this character area.

Future development will:

• define pedestrian routes.

• take cognisance of the newly defined riverside 
 walk passing in front of the development area.

• provide permeable routes and create pleasant, 
 safe and lively open spaces.

DANGAN

1.  New network of pedestrian routes throughout Dangan to 
 give people choice of Direction and to avoid dead ends.

2. Water spots facility.

3. Protected structure to be retained. (Tea House Folly)

4. Potential expansion to sports pavilion.

5. Potential development opportunity for stands either side
 of sports track from edge/terrace.

6. Potential for new vehicular route to connect Dangan to 
 the rest of the campus.

7. Potential development site for wind turbine.

8. Potential development which would suit  
 President Residence.

9. Proposed new sports pitches over park  and ride facility  
 for campus.

10. Potential to form new building edge to Upper Newcastle 
 road, subject to acquisitions.
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11.10 Overall 
Master Plan
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12.0  DESIGN FRAMEWORK



192 193

In order to adopt an overall consistent and visually 

appealing external realm, it is proposed that a 

palette of materials for example, site furniture, 

lighting, paving etc. is developed and adopted.  

Choosing particular finishes and elements will 

require a detailed review of current product 

availability.  This would also require ‘listening’ 

to the existing campus landscape and choosing 

suitable elements; e.g. lighting – it would be 

important to choose discrete and sensitive lamp 

standards and fittings for the ‘historic’ core, 

however more contemporary light standards and 

fittings could be used for more functional spaces 

for e.g. along campus routes.

12.1 External Realm

Preparation of a detailed design guidelines 

document is recommended in order to ensure 

that new projects will adopt the chosen palette of 

materials. As with all designs some variation of 

finishes may be required at special character zones 

where the aim is to strengthen and acknowledge 

the character zones of each space.

This section needs to be expanded by BSM 
Landscape Architects.

12.0 DESIGN FRAMEWORK
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An architectural design framework for the campus 

will provide architects, designers and the University 

with a clear set of criteria that should be considered 

and respected as part of the design development 

process for future projects. These guidelines 

must not restrict the creativity of the University’s 

architects or designers and avoid resorting to 

highly prescriptive, all encompassing solutions that 

force specific architectural responses. Instead they 

exist to ensure that specific design issues including 

massing, form, fenestration, and materials are 

taken cognisance of as part of the overall design 

process in relation to the development’s immediate 

context and the historical context of the University. 

They are also essential in ensuring that buildings 

enhance and strengthen the character areas to 

which they belong and promote place making which 

will create an identity for the entire campus.

The design framework will outline processes of 

aggregation and adjustment which can reflect the 

specifics of the pre-existing site (and, in particular, 

the way in which in connects to its immediate 

surroundings) as well as reconcile current 

expectations in terms of building type

Design Framework

The overall objective for this Master Plan is to deliver 

high quality, user friendly and environmentally 

efficient buildings, which respond to the overall 

context of the campus.

1. The design of any buildings must be to the 

highest quality and be done in accordance with 

recognised building methods.

2. The buildings need to be of an appropriate 

mass and scale to their contextual surroundings. 

They must reinforce and respect the character 

of certain areas, for instance the historical 

importance of the Quadrangle.

3. The design of individual buildings should 

respond sensitively to the environment in which 

they are placed. Elevations should try to engage 

with the campus and have a relationship with  

the streetscape.

4. The building materials should be in keeping 

with the local vernacular and respond to the 

immediate surroundings in which it is placed.

5. The entire design should be carefully planned 

with full consideration of the users. A holistic 

approach should be used which considers the 

specific site requirements, the building itself, and 

the individual spaces within these buildings.

6. The buildings must be designed to relate closely 

and positively with the external spaces surrounding 

them.  The function and role of and entrances to 

buildings must be clearly comprehensible from 

the outside and in the way that it relates to the 

external realm.

7. The Master Plan proposes development 

within a range of different character zones. Any 

development within these character areas must sit 

comfortably in their immediate surroundings, help 

to enhance the context in which they are set and 

ensure that the character of the areas is retained.  

8. The design of buildings and the spaces between 

these buildings is equally important. Adequate 

thought must be given to the movement of user 

between buildings within the campus, with easy 

access for all.

9. Buildings and their response to the external 

realm should be given careful consideration.  

Buildings should overlook public areas which 

are well lit. The positioning of entrances, glazing 

and functions of the building are all critical in 

this regard. This avoids dark alleys and blind 

spots within the campus which will improve the 

safety of user in the campus and help deter anti- 

social behaviour.

Conservation and Archaeology Strategy

Given the historical significance of the University 

and the area around the Quadrangle in particular 

it is important to have some general policies to 

protect the architectural and historic character 

of the University and any protected structures on  

the campus.

• Existing buildings of architectural or historic 
significance should be retained and enhanced by 
carefully considered alterations. These alterations 
should enhance and preserve the existing 
buildings.  

• The early University buildings which have 
been afforded protected status are to be retained 
and where expansion is required this should be 
done in a way that produces an enhancement to  
their setting.

• Any new buildings should appreciate their 
immediate surroundings and the wider context.
This is especially the case for any new buildings in 
the area of the Quadrangle.

• Archaeological sites should be retained were 
possible and integrated into any proposed new 
developments.

Materials

The design of buildings can be enhanced by using 

a limited palette of good quality materials which 

are constructed with careful detailing. Materials 

selected should be of the highest quality to ensure 

durability and ease of maintenance. 

Lighting

The importance of good quality lighting on the 

overall quality of the campus is important. The 

lighting systems should enhance the quality of 

the campus both during the day and at night, and 

improve the security of users.

• Lighting must be considered for all areas within 
the external realm of the campus, with a consistency 
in the lighting used throughout the campus. The 
selection of lighting should sit comfortably within 
the overall context of the campus and contribute to 

the character of these areas.

• The implications of light pollution and energy 
consumption should be considered in any selection 
of light fittings.

Building Elements

The individual elements of buildings and the way in 

which they come together play an important role in 

overall quality. These individual elements need to 

be well designed and arranged in a legible manner 

which is consistent with the overall architectural 

approach. It is important that these elements are 

not just looked at individually but also in relation 

to how they join to other elements. Careful 

consideration should be given to high quality 

workmanship and building techniques which 

satisfy best practice which will give the University 

unique building solutions.

12.2 Architectural Design Framework
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Services and Utilities
• A coordinated approach will be required 
between services to avoid overlapping of work 
between service contractors. This will allow for a 
greater provision of service facilities and enable 
this to be done in a more  coordinated manner.

• Sustainable energy sources is a very important 
issue which will be dealt with later in the  
Master Plan.

Design Procurement

To ensure the highest quality of development is 

achieved, the University should seek

• To achieve excellence through the design 
procurement process, there should be key 
performance indicators to ensure the project is 
delivered, and that excellence is achieved

• The procurement route should ensure high 
quality designs, which are carried through the 
entire process

• The design of key landmark buildings 
may benefit from the appointment of design 
teamsthrough a design competition process 
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cost control 

Cost Control at both project and programme level 

is imperative to the achievement of the University’s 

development plans in a planned manner. The key 

determinant in this regard is the development of 

and adherence to systems that provide the required 

Information and appropriate actions.

value for money

Value for money is a key consideration and can 

involve a range of assessments from a multi-

criteria analysis to a detailed Cost Benefit Analysis 

study (as required by the Department of Finance on 

projects over €30m). It is a measure of costs versus 

benefits and can be considered when reviewing 

options within a project or between projects. In 

this regard tools such as option appraisal studies 

and benchmarking studies should be utilised 

where appropriate.

life cycle costing 

The financial evaluation of the total cost of an 

asset over its life is a strategic consideration in an 

investment decision and is of particular importance 

in the development of a master plan. 

funding 

The university funds its capital development 

programme from a number of sources including;

• University own resources

• government funding

• private philanthropic funding

transparency 

Of critical importance in the development and 

implementation of a master plan is that proper 

protocols and procedures are followed, to ensure 

that decisions stand up to scrutiny and value 

for money is achieved. An outline of the key 

procedures in a cost control and management 

context is given overleaf.

project manual 

The Project Procedures Manual published by the 

Buildings Office sets out the broad procedures to 

be followed. These procedures set out the timing 

and format of financial information to be provided 

and the associated management processes. In 

addition there are a number of external procedures 

which need to be applied.

HEA devolved procedures

The Higher Education Authority (HEA) operates 

devolved procedures for third level capital 

projects. Once the funding application is assessed 

and the grant of funding is made the onus is on 

the institutions to manage the project. The HEA 

require cashflow updates and reporting at regular 

intervals (usually quarterly).

scope of the report

This report is aimed at providing cost guidance 

procedures and principles to be followed in the 

design and implementation of the University 

Master Plan.

procedures

The Buildings Office of NUI Galway has published a 

Project Procedure Manual. This manual sets out in 

detail the procedures to be followed at all stages of 

the project. This report references key aspects of 

this manual which relate to cost control and value 

for money.

key principles 

The key financial principles underpinning the 

planning and implementation of a large capital 

programme are cost control and value for money.

13.1 Cost summary

13.0 COST SUMMARY, IMPLEMENTATION, PHASING
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inflation 

As the earliest budgets for a project can often be 

prepared a number of years prior to the anticipated 

completion date, it is important to account for 

inflationary increases in the intervening period. In 

the current climate, an inflation allowance of 3% 

– 4% per annum would be appropriate.

consultancy fees 

At the inception stage of a project, the client 

must appoint a team of consultants to prepare a 

basic outline design, with appropriate cost and 

programme projections. The primary appointments 

may include a project manager, architect, structural 

engineer, services engineer and quantity surveyor.

Further appointments may be required as the 

design progresses, in such specialist areas as fire 

safety, acoustic performance, landscaping design, 

building onservation and sustainability. Typically, 

combined consultancy fees for the primary range 

of services would range from 12% to 16% of the 

basic building cost.

client direct costs 

Other costs which may be applicable to a project 

and which would be administered directly by the 

client include:

• Statutory consents such as planning permission 
 and fire certificate application.

• Site investigations surveys in relation to 
 ground bearing capacity, existing topography 
 and archaeology.

• Capital contributions as charged by the  
 local authority towards the provision and 
 maintenance of public services  
 and infrastructure.

• Specialist equipment which may be required  
 in particular projects, as defined by the  
 user group(s)

• Property costs

• Relocation costs and temporary accommodation

• Financing costs in relation to interest on 
 borrowings to fund the project

• Indirect NUI Galway costs

what is life cycle costing?

Life cycle costing is a financial evaluation technique 

used to assess the total costs of an asset over its life, 

in order to arrive at the best investment decisions. 

Its key purposes within a master planning context 

are as follows: 

• Enable investment options to be effectively 
 evaluated on a like for like basis.

• Determine optimum asset replacement  
 maintenance strategies for existing or 
 proposed buildings. As a basis for taking 
 strategic decisions, including forming part of 
 an investment appraisal to define what is built, 
 where and how or indeed if a project is 
 necessary to meet the client’s requirements.

• At feasibility study stage to define the best  
 design option.

• At detailed design stage to consider detailed 
 specification options for various project elements.

siteworks Siteworks 

costs typically relate to the preparation and 

levelling of the site, construction of roads, paths 

and paved areas, drainage, power, telecoms and 

gas installations, landscaping and ancillary site 

fittings. In medium to large scale projects, the costs 

of siteworks would typically be in the region of 10% 

of the basic building cost. It would not typically 

be included in such siteworks costs to address any 

broader campus infrastructural deficits.

abnormals 

While the basic building cost and siteworks will 

include a minor element of abnormal costs specific 

to each project, more significant abnormal costs 

very often need to be accounted for. Factors such 

as a complex building design, bespoke finishes, 

poor site conditions or restrictions on access will 

all affect the basic building cost and should be 

considered at a very early stage.

national and EU public procurement

All projects must comply with the latest national 

and EU public procurement regulations. In 

this regard the key provisions are relating to 

advertising, shortlisting, tendering, notification 

and their associated time requirements set out in 

the Directives.

government contracts

In tandem with the decision on procurement 

strategies, due consideration should be given to the 

form of contract to be utilised and the implications 

for programming and cost management.

value management 

At an early stage in the design process a value 

management exercise should be conducted both 

a) to confirm value for money is being achieved 

and b) to identify areas where greater value could 

be achieved. The timing of this exercise is very 

important as value improvements are more difficult 

later in the project process.

typical capital costs

Although each individual building or infrastructural 

project may vary greatly in terms of scale, design 

and function, the classification of costs incurred 

during the life of a project should follow a standard 

format. These include: 

basic building cost 

For most projects, the basic building cost will 

account for the largest portion of the overall 

project budget. It is therefore imperative to 

establish an appropriate basic building cost at a 

very early stage of the design, so that informed 

design decisions can be made. The building 

requirements in the education sector can be 

divided into three categories: Low Technology 

buildings would typically relate to workshop 

type spaces and general office accommodation, 

requiring a basic fit-out and finishes specification 

with a relatively low level of electrical and data 

services requirements. Typical basic building costs 

for this type of space would range from €1,700 to 

€2,100 per square metre (Incl. VAT). 

A Medium Technology building, incorporating 

a greater level of fit-out, finish and services 

installations would range in cost from €2,100 to 

€2,550 per square metre (Incl. VAT). 

A standard teaching space or basic laboratory 

building would be typical examples of this type 

of space. The High Technology category building 

would include highly serviced laboratories or 

similar spaces. The typical cost range for buildings 

in this category would be €2,550 to €2,900 per 

square metre (Incl. VAT).

It should be noted that these are typical 

benchmarks. However, it is accepted that isolated 

examples of such projects may fall outside of these 

ranges due to project specific factors.

project stages 

In order to achieve a consistency of expectation 

and delivery it is important that defined project 

stages are adhered to. The stages set out in the 

procedures manual are as follows:

Stage 1: Inception

Stage 2: Design Team Procurement 

Stage 3: Brief Development

Stage 4: Outline Concept Design

Stage 5: Planning & Fire Cert App 

Stage 6: Detailed Design 

Stage 7: Tender 

Stage 8: Construction

Stage 9: Fit-Out

Stage 10: Equipment

Stage 11: Contractor Handover 

Stage 12: Occupation 

Stage 13: Defects Liability Period

Stage 14: Project Report 

13.1 Cost summary
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master planning cost considerations

All of the above factors are key considerations 

when establishing and managing building costs on 

a project-by-project basis. However, there are also 

a number of broader factors to be considered in 

the context of a campus master plan.

programme 

Since the master plan will include numerous 

building and infrastructural projects, it is 

important to establish, at an early stage, an agreed 

programme for the delivery of each project. This 

programme should identify any inter relationships 

and critical dependencies between elements of the 

master plan.

infrastructure 

The overall programme should ensure that key 

roads, bridges, paths and utilities infrastructure 

are delivered at the earliest stages to achieve 

the maximum benefit, whilst also avoiding any 

abortive costs.

decanting 

Where temporary relocations are required, the 

programme should ensure that decanting of staff 

and facilities is limited to a single operation to 

ensure costs are limited and only minimal disruption 

is experienced by staff and students alike.

procurement strategy

Strategic planning in relation to the procurement 

and sequence of construction projects, including 

the possibility of completing more than one 

building in a single contract, if feasible, may result 

in cost savings and eliminate the likelihood of 

temporary, duplicate costs.

existing building stock

Careful consideration should be given to existing 

buildings which are being vacated, to establish 

their most appropriate long term use and how this 

integrates with the master plan.

inflation 

When considering the overall building programme 

due consideration should be given to inflationary 

increase in building costs, to ensure best value 

for money in conjunction with the availability  

of funding.

the flexibility to alter same can greatly affect the 

design and cost of the building.

services requirements

Modern third level buildings require a varied level of 

services installations, from basic heating, electrical 

and vertical transport requirements, to more 

extensive airconditioning systems, audio visual and 

data installations. The costs of such installations 

can contribute significantly to the overall building 

cost; therefore, user group requirements and 

expectations should be established and agreed at 

the earliest opportunity.

siteworks 

The cost of siteworks will greatly depend upon 

the existing ground conditions and the availability 

and proximity of key infrastructure such as roads, 

paths, bridges and utilities.

modelling and option appraisal purposes. Where 

sufficient design information is available an 

indicative life cycle cost model can be drawn up 

during the early project stages and refined as more 

detailed information becomes available.

detailed design

As the project progresses and more design and 

cost information becomes available, a detailed life 

cycle cost model can be prepared, which identifies 

the components and materials within the building, 

the maintenance, repair and replacement works 

required over the life cycle, together with the timing 

and cost of each work item. The life cycle cost 

model is refined and developed in collaboration 

with the project team. Considerable efficiencies 

and additional value can often be achieved using 

methods such as what-if scenarios, net present value 

calculations and analysis of ‘spend to save’ options.

construction phase 

During the construction and commissioning 

stages an ‘as built’ life cycle cost model and asset 

maintenance schedule can be prepared.

post completion 

During the operation of the completed facility 

annual and quinquennial condition surveys and 

inspections can be carried out in order to update 

the life cycle cost models and continue the 

management of maintenance and life cycle works 

as well as the management of the life cycle fund.

key cost drivers 

Having established an appropriate basic building 

cost for a project, it is important to understand the 

key elements of the cost which will need to be most 

closely monitored to maintain the budget. These 

key cost drivers include:

provision for future flexibility

Given the increasing and changing requirements 

of a modern university campus, the flexibility of 

the design and the ease at which future expansion 

can be accommodated should be considered at the 

early stages of new project. While the inclusion of 

design features which would allow future expansion 

will inevitably increase the basic building costs, 

the long term cost benefits very often justify 

the expenditure.

sub-division 

The modern university campus now contains a 

full range of building accommodation categories, 

including office accommodation, teaching spaces, 

laboratories, sports and leisure centres, exhibition 

and performing arts spaces and commercial 

outlets. Each of these categories will have varying 

requirements in relation to internal sub-division 

within the building. The level of sub-division and 

• Inform the continuous advice given to a 
 client on the longer term cost implications of  
 design decisions.

• Estimate the cost effects of proposed changes 
 in the use of premises and delivery of services

• During design or construction in order to 
 predict future maintenance or running costs and 
 to update such predictions after commissioning.

key life cycle costing inputs

The key life cycle costing inputs to the project 

process are outlined below.

outline concept design

At the early project stages there is unlikely to be 

sufficient information available for detailed life 

cycle cost models to be prepared. Instead, an 

initial life cycle cost model is typically based on 

extrapolation from previous detailed models for 

similar building types. This is particularly useful 

where indicative costs are required for financial 
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Phasing

The programmed delivery of the Master Plan will 

require additional input and detailed consideration 

from the University. The criteria for phasing of 

future projects will depend partly on the complexity 

and location of the development and will also refer 

to the following criteria:

• Academic requirements

• Development opportunities

• Property disposals / refurbishment

• Funding / cashflow

The Master Plan prioritises the first phase 

of development and the redevelopment / 

refurbishment of existing buildings on brownfield 

sites on the southern campus. This forms part of 

the Master Plan’s sustainable approach to future 

development. The Master Plan also acknowledges, 

however, that the characteristics and scale of 

particular buildings and building typologies may 

13.2 Phasing, Implementation and Delivery Mechanism

not be suitable for development in this part of 

the campus and therefore certain projects may be 

considered for development within the northern 

part of the campus designated as Phase Two, even 

though sites designated as Phase One have not 

been developed. 

Phase Two of the Master Plan provides substantial 

development opportunities within the northern 

campus from the Quincentennial Bridge to the 

proposed Park and Ride facility in Dangan.

Future phases which have not yet been identified 

may include the IDA Business Park and the 

University lands opposite the campus adjacent 

to Jordan’s Island. Smaller Master Plans or spatial 

framework plans can also be provided. 

Implementation and Delivery Mechanism

The University and the Master Planners must 

develop a realistic implementation strategy, which 

is accepted by key stakeholders and acted upon.  

This involves decisions about possible delivery 

mechanisms, whether public or private, how to 

engage with development partners, likely sources 

of funds, cash flow and timeframe.  At each stage, 

action to make implementation possible will 

be clearly articulated.  The delivery mechanism 

will be structured to support and manage 

the implementation process, to review it as it 

progresses and realign it if there are significant 

changes in the base data. The Master Plan must 

be the result of a participatory process, providing 

all the stakeholders with the means of expressing 

their needs and priorities
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NUI Galway prides itself in being a student-centred 

institution.  The academic authorities have a long 

history of collaboration with students, the local 

community, with the City, and with local business 

groups.  Sharing visions of the future have been 

a part of NUI Galway’s philosophy, and there will 

be a consultation process following completion of 

the draft masterplan to explain proposals and to 

listen to responses from representatives from all 

stakeholder groups.

The Master Plan has been prepared by Anthony 

Reddy Associates North West under the instruction 

of the Buildings Office of NUI Galway, and with the 

assistance of the following consultants:
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